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Tue fields after each successive winter 
regain their freshness, the little hills re- 
joice, and the birds utter their sweet 
music; but constant as the return of 
spring are traces of our fallen condition, 
as well as tokens of divine mercy. Some 
of the human family, touched by the 
tighteous hand of the Almighty, wither 
like blighted blossoms, and death is as 
busyin the time of sunshine and flowers, 
as amidst falling leaves and wintry storms. 
Immortal life, however, is the portion of 
the believer in Christ. His frail house of 
clay may be dissolved, but no foresha- 
dowing darkness gathers around him, 
nor does any frown of heaven strike 
terror into his soul. All is peace within, 
and the prospect beyond is all bright- 
ness. It is a privilege to attend the 
chamber of the holy man, upon the verge 
of heaven, when he leans with calm and 
stedfast confidence upon his God. Such 
a privilege the writer of these lines en- 
joyed in his last interview with Mr. Rod- 
way, in the spring of the present year. 
He had, not seen him for some few 
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weeks, when he heard that he was ill, and 
hastened to visit him. A great change 
had indeed come upon him. The frame 
had become feeble, and the cheek pale 
and sunken, while the eye shone with an 
unnatural Iustre. He had, too, a deep 
and harassing cough. Affectionate ap-~ 
prehension appeared in the countenance 
of his wife, but his own manner was as 
calm and unembarrassed, and his tone as 
cheerful as usual. On being asked how 
he did, he expressed his concurrence in 
the opinion of his medical adviser, that 
his days would not be many in this 
world. This opinion had been expressed 
the day before, in answer to an inquiry 
by himself; and it was encouraging to 
hear him, in circumstances so solemn, 
declare his unshaken trust in God. It 
showed that he felt that his hopes rested 
on a sure foundation, and that the prin- 
ciples by which he had lived were a 
sufficient support in the near prospect of 
eternity. The medical attendant said 
that there was no prospect of his re- 


covery, but that he believed the state- 
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-ment would not distress him. “No,” 
he replied, “it would not distress me if 
I knew I must die to-morrow.” 

The subject of this short memoir was 
the son of parents who feared God. A 
very few references to his father and one 
of his brothers, both ministers of the gos- 
pel, may be interesting. The father, the 
Rey. Joseph Rodway, senior, was a use- 
ful and honourable man, and the first 
person who professed dissenting princi- 
ples at Hawkesbury, Upton, Gloucester- 
shire, where he lived. He joined the 
neighbouring church at Hillsley, then 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
Hitchman, and was afterwards chosen 
deacon there, and then co-pastor. He 
possessed a sound judgment, and was 
highly esteemed ; and many persons, 
either in temporal or spiritual difficulty, 
sought for the advice and sympathy he 
was always ready to give. His son 
James, to the joy of his father, confessed 
his faith in the Lord Jesus, and being 
desirous of preaching the gospel, was 
sent to college to be trained up for that 
work. His mind was afterwards directed 
to missionary efforts, and he was sent 
out by the Baptist Missionary Society, 
with Mr. Grigg, to Sierra Leone, the 
climate of which place he could not, 
however, bear. How much cause is 
there for gratitude to God for subse- 
quently raising up among the churches 
in the West Indies, labourers whose 
constitutions are better suited to that 
burning clime! Some few Europeans 
have borne it, and others will, no doubt, 
be found to do so, but the toil can be 
best sustained by those who have not 
only the love of Jesus in their hearts, 
but the blood of the African in their 
veins. Mr. James Rodway returned to 
England, and was for many years a use- 
ful preacher of the gospel. 

Our departed friend felt, in early 
youth, religious convictions and desires ; 
for which he was indebted, under God, 
to the pious care of his parents, These 
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convictions deepened, and were con- 
fessed, according to the law of Christ, 
soon after he had left his paternal home, 
which he did when quite young; and 
thereupon he was received into the bap- 
tist church at Wotton-under-Edge, of 
which the Rev. Mr. Symonds was then 
pastor. His conduct there was so con- 
sistent, that he was chosen a deacon, 
and the pastor and members, thinking he 
possessed sound knowledge of the scrip- 
tures and aptitude to teach, addressed 
to him a call to make known the truth 
as it is in Jesus, whenever he might have 
opportunity. He consequently preached 
in many villages and other places, some- 
times in meeting-houses, sometimes in the 
open air. His labours were blessed by 
God, and acceptable to the people, and 
many persons have ascribed to them 
their first religious impressions. Among 
other places at which he occasionally 
supplied the pulpit, was Grittleton, 
Wilts, and on the decease of their pas- 
tor, the Rev. Mr. Mosely, the church 
unanimously requested Mr. Rodway to 
take his place, which he did, and filled 
it about five years with great acceptance 
and success. There were several re- 
markable conversions and an increase 
of hearers, and the place of worship was 
enlarged and improved in appearance. 
Grittleton is a retired and pleasant 
village, in the centre of an extensive 
rural district, richly cultivated, and 
abounding with hamlets and villages. 
In these, when Mr. Rodway settled 
there, the gospel was scarcely known, 
though some faint traces still existed of 
the labours of the venerable Latimer, 
who boldly preached the great doctrine 
of justification by faith in the church of 
West Kington. Mr. Rodway preached 
at Acton Tunville, a village where shortly 
before no person dared to ask a minister 
to preach, through fear of the landed 
proprietor. A freeholder was, however, 
induced to allow the friends to meet in a 
field close to the road, and there one of 
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those who then assisted to introduce the 
gospel, built himself a house and had it 
registered for public worship, and since 
then a chapel has been erected in the 
village. Mr. Rodway also directed his 
attention to Nettleton, near to West 
Kington, and to Hullavington, in the 
same neighbourhood. At each of these 
places a chapel was built, a congrega- 
tion collected, and the laws and ordi- 
nances of Christ recognized and obeyed. 
At Nettleton a person remarkable for 
his fine and robust form, as well as for 
skill and courage in wrestling, heard Mr. 
Rodway preach, and God opened his 
heart to receive the word. In the same 
field where he had fought his last battle 
in the service of the hardest of task- 
masters, he was baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, the friend of sinners, 
the Lord of life and glory. He became a 
deacon of the church, and has long been 
a consistent and useful servant of God. 
Several others, the fruit of Mr. Rodway’s 
ministry in those places are still adorn- 
ing the doctrine of,God their Saviour, 
and several have departed in the faith 
and hope of the gospel. He was also 
amongst the first preachers of the word 
of life at Corsham, a small respectable 
town where Lord Methuen has his fine 
old mansion, and where there is now 
a good baptist church. When the 
preachers of the cross first took their 
stand there in the streets and open 
places, great were the surprise and op- 
position of many of the people. Con- 
temptuous words, laughter, and even 
missiles of different sorts were abun- 
dantly employed; but Christ’s servants 
bore it all patiently, and very encourag- 
ing has been their success. Amongst 
the most active opponents was a young 
man of respectable connexions, but of 
very immoral habits. He went for his usual 
purpose of giving annoyance, when Mr. 
Rodway was preaching, but God smote 
him to the heart, and he remained to pray 
with the very people whom he had be- 


615 


fore hated, After some time allowed for 
the trial of his sincerity he was baptized, 
and he grew in grace and in the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus, and became 
a useful village preacher. He afterwards 
settled as pastor with the church at 
Sandy Lane, where he laboured with 
many tokens of the divine blessing ; and 
not only there, but in adjoining places. 
At Bramham he got the chapel built, 
where a baptist church has been since 
formed, and much good done. Thus 
the labours of faithful men extend their 
influence, and the zeal of one provokes 
that of others. 

In 1824, Mr. Rodway received invita- 
tions both from Bradford, Wilts, and 
Beckington, with a view to a permanent 
settlement, and was for some time doubt- 
ful to which of those places he ought to 
go, but at length complied with the wish 
of the church at Bradford to become 
their pastor. There he laboured for 
many years with success and pleasure. 
One hundred and eight persons were 
added to the church during his pastorate, 
most of them the fruit of his ministry. 
His addresses at the ordinance of bap- 
tism were very lively and affecting, and 
almost every occasion of that sort was 
followed by the confession of one or two 
who had then received religious impres- 
sions. This is indeed by no means un- 
common, and that which God thus fre- 
quently and solemnly sanctions, should 
not be treated with levity or neglect. 
The church continued to increase, but 
unhappily there sprang up in it a spirit 
of disaffection. It is our impression that 
Mr. Rodway had for some years dwelt 
too exclusively on supposed evidences of 
piety; not that he omitted to enforce prac- 
tical duties, or to exhort unbelievers to re- 
pent ; but, if we mistake not, his general 
strain of preaching was, in the former 
years of his ministry, more congratu- 
latory and soothing, in the latter more 
admonitory and practical, His latter 
views resulted from observation, con- 
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sideration, and prayer, and the more he 
studied them, the more was he con- 
vinced of their scriptural nature, and 
their necessity for the welfare of his 
hearers. The writer of these lines be- 
lieves that his departed friend’s senti- 
ments for the last eight years, during 
which he had the pleasure of knowing 
him, coincided with his own. Cordially 
attached to the doctrines of salvation by 
free and sovereign grace, and the elec- 
tion by God of particular individuals to 
everlasting life, he is no less convinced 
that it, is the duty of every sinner to 
repent and believe the gospel, as it 
is of every believer to work out his 
own salvation with fear and trembling ; 
and that preaching is to agree with scrip- 
ture in being profitable, not only for doc- 
trine, but for reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness. It may 
have been the case that some of Mr. 
Rodway’s hearers were so blindly at- 
tached to his former manner of preach- 
ing, that they would not listen to the 
latter. Certain, however, it is, that there 
was some misunderstanding, and he 
thought it better, consequently, to re- 
sign his pastoral office, after twelve years 
of faithful toil. He did not by so doing 
become idle and useless. His services 
were abundant in supplying neighbour- 
ing churches until he received a unani- 
mous invitation to take the pastorate of 
the church at Tiverton, near Bath, where 
he laboured assiduously and successfully 
for five years, At the end of which time, 
as he continued to reside at Bradford, 
and circumstances made the weekly 
journey to Tiverton increasingly incon- 
venient, he relinquished his office, and 
directed his attention to the raising up 
of a sinking cause at Bradford, in a 
different part of the town from his 
former chapel. There he preached a 
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few months, and had the pleasure of 
adding fourteen to their communion. 
His frame appeared robust, and his 
voice was strong, but a growing meet- 
ness for heaven, and a peculiar solem- 
nity in his sermons was remarked by 
several of his friends. The text from 
which he preached his last sermon was — 
quite characteristic of the feelings of his 
heart toward all the members of the 
family of God :—“Grace be with all 
them that love our Lord Jesus {Christ 
in sincerity.” The disease which ter- 
minated his course was consumption, 
and its progress was so rapid as to afford 
little opportunity for friends to visit or 
converse with him. He continued in a 
happy and tranquil state of mind, and 
the last sign of consciousness was an - 
intimation that he felt Jesus to be 
precious. He left a widow and six 
children to mourn his loss: one of his 
sons is at Bristol College, and another is 
useful as a lay preacher. 


He was interred at the baptist meet- 
ing-house, Bradford: the Rev. Mr. Haw- 
kins prayed, and the writer of this memoir 
preached from the fortieth Psalm, seven- 
teenth verse, a text selected by the de- 
ceased for the occasion ; the Rev. Shem 
Evans delivered a powerful address at 
the grave, and the Rey. Mr. Gear con- 
cluded with prayer. He is gone to 
his rest —to the songs of heaven — to 
the saints around the throne—to Jesus. 
With faculties enlarged and purified, he 
appreciates the excellence of the Saviour, 
and the greatness of the love which 
brought him from that region of light 
to this dark world of ours, in order to 
raise us to everlasting companionship 
with himself. May we be followers of 
them, who, through faith and patience, 
inherit the promises ! 
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DIVINE PROMISES. 


A SERMON, BY THE LATE REV. JAMES DORE, OF MAZE POND, LONDON. 


“ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
. partakers of the divine nature.”—2 Perr. i. 4. 


Tue gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is not only a system of religious instruc- 
tion and the fountain of all true comfort, 
but it is also a source of real holiness, 
of that “ holiness without which no man 
ean see the Lord.” It is holy in its de- 
sign, holy in its tendency, holy in its 
actual influence. All its peculiar truths, 
all the bright examples which it sets be- 
fore us, and, as our text teaches, all the 
“exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises” which it contains, are directed 
to the promotion of this great object ; it 
is by these that we are to be made 
“‘partakers of the divine nature.” God 
has given us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises ; or, he has bestowed upon 
us, under the dispensation of the gospel, 
those exceeding great and precious 
things which had been formerly pro- 
mised. 

Let us, first of all, make a few observ- 
ations as to the promises; then consider 
the two characteristics, or distinguishing 
character of the promises noticed in our 
text ; and then, thirdly, attend to their 
design, as here stated, that through the 
promises we might be made partakers of 
the divine nature. 

+ It is proper for us, first, to make a 
few remarks relative to the promises 
themselves. What is a promise? It 
stands opposed to a threatening, as it 
has good for its object, and threatening 
respects evil. It respects some benefit 
to be conferred or granted. It holds up 
to our view some good thing to be con- 
veyed. It is to be distinguished from 
a mere prediction, or prophecy; for 
though it respects a future time, yet it 
does not lay the person who utters it 


under any obligation to fulfil it, but he 
who promises becomes bound to per- 
form. We should, also, carefully dis- 
tinguish between invitations and pro- 
mises. The invitations of the gospel are 
universal, every one is invited to par- 
take of the blessings which it confers ; 
but the promises are applied to particu- 
lar persons, or particular descriptions of 
persons. All are invited to approach 
the throne of grace, to receive blessings 
at the hand of God; but the promise 
that they shall obtain them is made to 
those only who seek them with their 
whole heart. All are invited to ask; 
and those who do ask, in the way 
pointed out in the gospel, are promised 
that they shall receive. 

I would here remark, that it is not 
material whether the promises occur 
seasonably to our recollection, or whe- 
ther we find them in consequence of a 
diligent search after them. We should 
rejoice in the promises of God, whether 
they may be impressed upon our minds 
at particular seasons, or whether, by our 
minds being led to the word of God in 
seasons of difficulty or temptation, we 
unexpectedly see the force or the beauty 
of that of which we were not before 
aware. God speaks to us by every 
word of scripture, and all the promises, 
as well as all the threatenings of scrip- 
ture, ought to be present to our minds. 

To whom do the promises belong? 
This cannot be answered without con- 
sidering the particular nature of the 
promises. Some of them are very gene- 
ral, respecting the return of seasons, of 
day and night, and soon. These belong 
to all mankind. Some in the Old Tes- 
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-tament respected the Jews, as a body. , would fall down and worship him ; but 
Some respected the coming of Christ. | the promises of God respect, not merely 
Some of the promises belong to all the | the present transitory state, but! one 
believers in Christ, whether Jews or! which shall last for ever. 
Gentiles; they are iatended to encour- The promises addressed to us exceed 
age and induce us to accept of the di-| in glory all that were addressed to the 
vine invitations. It is yery easy, if we| Jews in the covenant given them on 
would wish to ascertain who is inte-| Mount Sinai. The promises which are 
rested in any particular promise, to | addressed to us exceed in greatness our 
obtain information. For instance, to| highest conceptions. ‘‘ Eye hath not 
whom does the Redeemer refer when | seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
he speaks of his love, and we are as-} tered into the heart of man to conceive, 
sured that some shall find him? ‘“I| what things the Father hath prepared 
love them that love me, and they that} for them that love him, but he hath 
seek me early shall find me.” Who are | revealed them unto us by his Son.” 
interested in the promise relative to the | And we may apply these observations 
communication of the Holy Spirit? ‘I! of the apostle to what God will bestow 
will give my Spirit to them that ask it.” | upon those who are the heirs of promise. 
But, let us inquire, through what | It may be truly said, the mind cannot 
channel are the promises conveyed? | form adequate ideas of what God will 
““Whereby are given unto us,” &c. | hereafter bestow on those who are inte- 
Since the-fall of our first parents, God | rested in the great and precious promises 
has had nothing to do immediately with | of his word. The apostle Paul, when 
mankind. All communications, there- | on the subject, felt his own weakness: 
fore, have been through a mediator ; all | after he had been caught up into the 
discoveries of mercy to the guilty, all) third heaven he found himself utterly 
blessings-bestowed upon the wretched, 
all intercourse between God and man, | clear ideas of what he had experienced. 
has been through his well-beloved Son He had seen and heard things which it 
Jesus Christ. Through him all the pro-| was not possible for him to utter. As 
mises are given. They are all yea and | he could not convey ideas of sight to 
amen in Christ Jesus. the blind, or of music to those who had 
But, secondly, the promises are here | been always deaf, so he had not words 
spoken of as exceeding great and pre- | to convey to others ideas of what he 
cious. Let us attend to these two | had seen, and heard, and enjoyed. 
marks of description, They are “ great.” Further, the promises are styled in our 
They respect things which are great in | text, not only ‘‘ exceeding great,” but 
themselves ; great honours, great plea- | « precious.” They are precious on ac- 
sures, great riches; they are “exceeding | count of their suitableness to our cir- 
great.” Their greatness exceeds the | cumstances; they are precious as the 
greatness of other things. This requires | foundation on which they rest is secure. 
us to take a view of them in comparison | They are given by a Being who cannot 
with other things. They are great in | deceive, a God who will display his 
comparison with all which the world | faithfulness in carrying all his schemes 
bestows upon those who seek their | into effect. “God is not a man that he 
pleasure in it, or which Satan promises | should lie.” “Hath he said, and will 


incompetent to convey to others any 


to those who serve him. He promised | he not do it. When men break their - 


to give to Jesus Christ, this world, with | promises, sometimes ignorance is the 
all its glories, on condition that he | cause. Men make promises, which at 
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the time they mean to fulfil, but after- 
‘wards some circumstances which they 
did not expect occur, and their minds 
are changed ; but this can never be the 
Case with God. “He sees the end from 
the beginning.” Men are naturally 
changeable ; but God is “ the same yes- 
terday, to day, and for ever.” Men 
may promise, intending at the same 
time to deceive ; but no motive of that 
kind can operate on God. Mén may be 
sincere when they promise, and may 
wish to do as they have said, but ob- 
stacles may lie in their way which they 
cannot overcome; but this can never 
be the case with God. “Speak we of 
strength? Lo! he is strong. At his 
approach great mountains vanish.” Ail 
difficulties disappear before him. If he 
speaks, it is done ; if he commands, it 
stands fast. ‘“ He will do all his plea- 
sure.” 

The promises of God are precious, 
also, as they afford pleasure to the mind 
when the world is least capable of ren- 
dering us satisfaction. When the con- 
science is awakened to a sense of guilt, 
who can give us relief? Can thousands 
of gold or silver give peace to the 
mind? Will the pleasures of this world 
afford relief? No; but some cheering 
word in this book will pacify the con- 
science. If the Holy Spirit enables us 
to lay hold of the promises of divine 
mercy addressed to us through Jesus 
Christ, the conscience enjoys that peace 
which “ passeth understanding,” and 
which will “keep our minds in perfect 
peace.” 

What can support in times of afflic- 
tion? The world then appears a miser- 
able comforter. But the promises of 
the gospel, properly applied to the 
mind, yield that support which is in 
vain expected from any other quarter. 

What can animate us in the view of 
death? When this world is withdrawn 
from our eye, and eternal scenes, with 
all their grandeur, present themselves, 
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what can yield satisfaction to the mind? 
Nothing of a worldly nature. But, oh! 
if it please God to give us a clear view 
of the things contained in his promises, 
and to enable us to lay hold of them, 
the mind is animated ; it can realize the 
approach of death without terror, and 
walk undismayed through the otherwise 
dark and gloomy valley of the shadow 
of death. 

Once more, the promises are precious 
if we consider what the apostle says re- 
specting their holy influence. ‘“ God 
has given exceeding great and precious 
promises, that by these ye might be par- 
takers of the divine nature.”’ This leads 
us to consider the design of God in giy- 
ing us these divine promises, “ that we 
might be partakers of the divine nature.” 
There is a peculiarity in this expression, 
“that we might be partakers of the di- 
vine nature.” The apostle does not 
here mean those which we describe as 
the natural attributes of God—his omni- 
science, omnipresence, omnipotence, or 
the like. By the divine nature we are 
to understand the moral excellence of 
God, namely, his holiness and his good- 
ness. God is glorious in holiness. This 
part of the character of God is continu- 
ally presented to our view in the scrip- 
tures. Now it is the design of God, 
says the apostle, by means of his pro- 
mises, to make us like himself in this re- 
spect. What a fine view does this give 
us of religion! How reasonable does it 
appear! The end of God in addressing 
promises to us is to make us like himself 
in that which forms the principal glory 
of his character. 

But I would remark, the expression in 
the text is very comprehensive. It im- 
plies, first, that man has lost the image 
of God, because it is the design of God 
to restore it. “‘ Woe unto us, for we 
are fallen!” When man was first cre- 
ated, God made him upright. Hence 
he was qualified to enjoy communion 
with his Maker, without any mediator. 
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-He walked with God, and was happy. 
But his character became awfully 
changed ; he lost this character of holi- 
ness. But a merciful Creator has not 
abandoned him. He gives him great 
and precious promises, in order that he 
may again become a partaker of the 
divine nature. The importance of this 
will appear if you consider, that until 
man is restored to the image of God, he 
cannot show forth the praises of that 
God who created him, nor himself enjoy 
that peace or happiness which is de- 
signed for him. There is no greater 
honour or pleasure than that which 
arises from communion with God. Sin 
is our greatest enemy. It is the sick- 
ness, and will in the end prove the 
death of the soul. God is the source of 
all happiness ; but there can be no fel- 
lowship between light and darkness, and 
if we say we have fellowship with God 
while we continue in sin, we deceive 
ourselves. If we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, even though it should not appear 
in the outward conduct so as to injure 
our character, God will not hear us; 
there can be no spirit of devotion. We 
cannot walk with God unless we are de- 
sirous of guarding against whatever is 
displeasing to him, and unless we che- 
rish such dispositions and such thoughts 
as we have reason to think he will ap- 
prove. Though it is through the medi- 
ation of Christ we have any ground to 
hope for acceptance,—for there is no 
other way in which to approach a holy 
Being,—yet we cannot have intercourse 
with God through Jesus Christ, if we 
indulge ourselves in any thing contrary 
to his will. Holiness is necessary to 
our entrance into heaven. ‘ Without 
holiness no man can see the Lord.” 
Conformity to God is therefore of the 
highest importance, not only as connect- 
ed with his glory and honour, but also 
with our happiness in the present state, 
and with our hope of eternal glory. 
Once more, the text implies that God 
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has recourse to instrumentality to accom- 
plish this great end. In the first creation 
of the world, he said, “ Let there be 
light, and there was light ;” so he could 
now carry on his promises by speaking 
the word; but this is not his mode of. 
acting. He brings man to a knowledge 
of himself, and to a likeness to himself, 
through those truths which he conveys 
to us in his word. Indeed, in accom- 
plishing fhis, God uses a variety of 
means. Sometimes he sends afflictions ; 
and why does he chastise? “ It is for 
our profit,” says the apostle, ‘‘ that we 
might be partakers of his holiness.” He 
sees that afflictions are adapted to pro- 
mote his purpose, and the work which 
they perform is as much God’s as if 
it were produced by a display of his 
almighty power. By affliction, fre- 
quently, the mind is brought to attend 
to the truths of scripture. His Holy 
Spirit takes of the things of Christ, and 
shows them to those who believe ; and 
thus he carries on that great work for 
which the Saviour shed his precious 
blood. 

But let us inquire, thirdly, how it is 
that through the influence of the pro- 
mises, they who believe them become 
partakers of the divine nature? 

First, the promises remove all difficul- 
ties which lie in our way. When a man 
begins seriously to think of returning to 
God, a thousand thoughts perhaps agi- 
tate his mind. Discouragement arises 
particularly from a consciousness of 
guilt, from a sense of our own weakness, 
from a conviction of the unholiness of 
all the services we can perform, and 
from a fear that we shall not be able to 
persevere. 

When a man begins seriously to re- 
flect, he is discouraged by a conscious- 
ness of his guilt. His sins stare him in 
the face, and he is afraid that God will 
not pardon them. When the mind is | 
in such a state, it is not sufficient to say 
we hope that God will pardon. But 
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‘the divine promises are then sufficient 
to relieve the mind. “Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him ; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.” This is encourag- 
ing; this affords peace to the con- 
science ; and love to God is excited in 
the mind. 

Discouragement arises from a sense of 
our own weakness. Many persons en- 
tertain extravagant thoughts of their 
own strength in resisting temptation; 
but when a man begins to know more 
of the state of his own heart, he finds 
his depravity and his weakness, and he 
is overcome with the idea of the enemies 
hhe has to encounter, and the trials he 
has to undergo. Here the promises of 
God afford abundant encouragement: 
“JT will give my Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it.” The grace of Christ is suf- 
ficient for us: his strength will be made 
perfect in our weakness. 

Again, when a man reflects on the 
imperfection of any services he can per- 
form, he feels discouragement, and per- 
haps, in some gloomy moment, is ready 
to say, “ Why should I wait on the Lord 
any longer?” He is ashamed and con- 
founded before God. When he consi- 
ders the imperfections with which his 
services are attended, at the close of 
the day, when he takes a review of the 
manner in which he has attended to the 
service of God; that he has read God’s 
word, but not with that reverence and 
attention which it called for; that sinful 
thoughts have been too much indulged, 
and so on, he feels cause for deep humi- 
liation before God. But it is our hap- 
piness to know, that our services are ac- 
cepted, not in virtue of their own worth, 
but through the sacrifice and the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ, who is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father, there pre- 
senting our offerings and rendering them 
acceptable. 
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Again, the promises are intended to 
promote our conformity to God, and 
their tendency to accomplish this will 
appear, if you consider how the princi- 
ples of religion are formed in the heart. 
What is essential to religion? Is not 
repentance of sin? Whence does re- 
pentance flow? From a view of the 
injustice, the ingratitude, and the folly 
of sin. The folly of sin, perhaps, strikes 
the mind in the first place, when the 
sinner sees that by rebelling against 
God he has exposed himself to everlast- 
ing destruction, he is convinced of the 
folly of his conduct; but it is not a view 
of hell, with all its horrors, that will 
soften the mind. No; ‘they shall 
look upon him whom they have pierced, 
and shall mourn.” And when God 
looks upon the soul with love and pity 
in his eye ; when we see him holding 
forth pardon to our acceptance, then it 
is that we are ready to cry out, Oh that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears! that I might weep 
day and night for my transgressions. 
Then sin appears exceeding sinful, and 
an earnest desire to obtain deliverance 
from sin arises in the breast. 

What is essential to the existence of 
religion? Is not love to God? Whence 
does this arise? “ We love him because 
he first loved us.” God is deserving of 
unbounded esteem ; but we have fallen 
from him; and while we apprehend we 
are under his displeasure, we cannot 
think of him with delight; but when we 
realize the love of God in the forgiveness 
of sin, then we begin to love him, be- 
cause he has given such amazing proofs 
of his kindness towards us. 

Further, gratitude to our Lord Jesus 
Christ is essential to religion. It is the 
love of Christ constrains to grateful obe- 
dience. His love is superior to that of 
any other. Who ever stooped so low! 
Who ever laboured so hard! Who ever 
bled so freely !_ Who ever bestowed such 
immense benefits! It is a knowledge of 
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the love of Jesus Christ as manifested to 
us which is the spring of gratitude, 
“What shall I render to the Lord for 
all his benefits?”’ is the language of 
every one who has tasted that the Lord 
is gracious. If this is our inquiry, Jesus 
Christ has told us in his word, ‘‘ Be ye 
holy as Iam holy, and merciful as I am 
merciful.” This is the design God has 
in view. 

Further, is not resignation to the will 
of God essential to religion? What 
produces this? A promise that all 
things shall work together for good. 
The promises of God are calculated to 
produce patience, and to afford in times 
of trouble that peace which the world 
cannot give, 

Further, is not benevolence, or kind- 
ness to others, essential to true religion? 
“ Do good,” says our Lord Jesus Christ, 
“hoping for nothing again, and your re- 
ward shall be great.” 

The promises are intended to promote 
our conformity to the divine image, and 
they will appear admirably calculated 
to promote that end if you consider, that 
the objects they present to cur notice 
tend to diminish the power of tempta- 
tion. Whence does temptation arise ? 
Principally from the riches, and honours, 
and pleasures of this world. What re- 
conciled Moses to poverty? It was 
‘* the recompence of the reward.” 

The divine promises lead us to ex- 
pect that in heaven we shall see God 
and serve him, shall enjoy and glorify 
him, and that we shall be favoured with 
the friendship of Jesus Christ. If these 
are the considerations which render 
heaven desirable to us, we shall aim to 
glorify God while we continue here, 
and to be like Jesus Christ, whose pre- 
sence and society we hope to enjoy 
hereafter. 

From the whole ‘we may learn, the 
goodness of God in sending us his word, 
containing these ‘‘exceeding great and 
precious promises.” 
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DIVINE PROMISES. 


Contrast the character of God and his 
dignity with the character and insignifi- 
cance of man; contrast the glories of 
his holiness with our defilement; and 
then wonder that he has given us.“ ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises.” 

Hence we may learn the worth of the 
Bible, which contains the promises. 
Suppose we were destitute of this book ; 
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« 


that we had never heard of the design — 


of God in our favour ; but that an angel 
were now to eome into this place, and 


inform us that God was about to address — 


us. What apprehensions should we not 
form! Fear would agitate our minds. 
The approach of God, that God against 
whom we have been rebelling, would 
fill us with dismay. But, behold, God 
has thoughts of merey towards us, and 
not of judgment. He gives us gracious 
invitations, and he accompanies them 
with “exceeding great and precious 
promises.” 

If we were now for the first time to 
hear these promises, what joy would fill 
our minds! and ought not our joy to be 
continually increased as we realize them 
more and more, and as we consider our- 
selves as approaching nearer and nearer 
their perfect fulfilment ? 

Hence we may learn the importance 
of faith, which realizes the promises. It 
is only as we are enabled to believe the 
divine testimony in these promises, that 
they influence our heart and our life. 

It is by the influence of the promises, 
and not by the way in which they are 
brought to our minds, that we may judge 
of our interest in them. We may take 
an imperfect or distorted view of them, 
but the promises which stand on the 
sacred record are still the same. 

But, supposing on examination we 
should find that we have no ground to 
conclude that we have received the 
blessings promised, let us not abandon 
ourselves to despair. The invitations 
are still addressed to us. “Seek,” then, 
—it is the command of God,—“ and ye 
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shall find.” Attend to the means, and 
you may confidently plead the promises. 
“God is not a man, that he should lie ; 
or the son of man, that he should re- 
pent.” He has said, “I love them that 
love me, and they that seek me early 
Shall find me.” If you seek him you 
shall find him ; and if you do love God, 
you are assured that he also loves you. 
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Let no one plead his own weakness 
as an excuse. Recollect another pro- 
mise, with which we will conclude,—* If 
earthly parents know how to give good 
gifts unto their children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give 
his Holy Spirit to them that ask?” 
** Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and 
ye shall find.” 


NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. JOHN FOSTER, 


PREACHED AT STAPLETON, aucusT 11, 1833. 


From his own Autograph. 


*“ The Lord God hath spoken, who can but prophesy.”— Amos iii, 8. 


TuereE is, in the former part of the 
verse, a striking introductory idea. It 
is said, “The lion roareth, who will not 
fear?” Imagine the effect of that in 
those countries inhabited by wild beasts. 
If we were to hear the roar of the lion, 
what terror it would strike into the 
mind. 

Well; as reasonable—as inevitable— 
as it would be to take alarm at the roar 
of a lion; so reasonable and required is 
it, that when “God has spoken,” men 
should be warned to look forward to 
futurity. 

Observe, when God has spoken, what 
points to futurity—we, on the authority 
of that, can prophesy. As far as we can 
understand his predictions, we can pro- 
nounce it as ours, as predictively and 
prophetical. 

There come, then, before us a few 
plain considerations :— 

I. How many things which He has 
spoken relate to things which are to 
come. 

—Much in the Old and New Testa- 
ment, and there is a kind of light accom- 
panying them. 

—Much, indeed, that refers to the 


past (histories); but no reader, with a 
mind awake, but must often have his 
thoughts carried forward to the future. 
In vain for a man to try to read, and not 
let his thoughts go into futurity. 

Let him say, I will not think of any- 
thing to come while I read, “ How long 
will it be before his thoughts go out?” 

Thus a man’s thoughts are compelled 
to prophesy. 

Let him be surrounded, as close and 
thick as possible, with present affairs and 
objects, and then open the reoord of 
what God has spoken, how long will he 
avoid the call into hereafter ? 

If his thoughts had been searching or 
roving through all antiquity, and he 
should stop for a moment to hear what 
the Lord God should say, can he help his 
thoughts being carried into the future ? 

If he be looking on sin as men have 
committed it, or are committing it, or ag 
it tempts himself, he can prophesy ; cav 
say, the Lord God has said this, and that 
has threatened to punish sin. [Of} sin 
in himself [he] can say, I must not do it. 
Why not? because God has said so, 
and I know he will keep it in memory. 

if he surveys a wicked and irreligious 
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nation—our own nation for instance— 

recollect what God has spoken, and he 
can prophesy; can say, God will punish 
with calamity and distress any commu- 
nity for impiety, as he did in former 
times. 

If he sees examples of piety and holi- 
ness, he can prophesy. God will watch 
over, and protect, and reward the piety, 
for he has made many promises and 
declarations. 

If he contemplates the mighty scene 
of death (or any spot of ground where 
the dead repose), he can prophesy ; he 
recollects that all this dust shall rise 
again, for God has said it, and I dare 
predict it. 

If he looks on the whole course of 
human actions with a question, What 
will be the end of this? Instantly pro- 
phesy, a future judgment. We know 
not when it will come, but we are sure 
of it. 5 

If he looks at the world itself, the 
great frame of nature that has been thus 
for so many thousands of years, to be 
burnt, though we know not how such a 
fire will be lighted up, we are sure of it. 

—Time itself, how dark before him, 
yet can prophesy, “ Time no longer.” 


II. Now consider what vast impor- 
tance there is in God’s haying thus made 
us able to foretell. This power to fore- 
tell gives us a knowledge of the charac- 
ter and laws of his government ; we see 
somewhat of the scheme of his govern- 
ment. It is an immense enlargement of 
our prospects ; how it opens the mind to 
the future— 

—Enables us to bring the future into 
connexion with the present, for the most 
Important uses— 

—To determine our choice by a fore- 
sight of the consequences; to look to 
the day of death and judgment. 

—To foresee, now, in what manner 


we shall hereafter look back on the 
present. 
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It warns us, too, how many things 
there will be no excuse of ignorance, for 
we know that the Lord God has spoken, 
if we have not allowed it to pass into 
air. 

—lIn every way, on all accounts, it is 
a most solemn and important thing that 
God has, as it were, thus taken us for- 
ward into hereafter— 

It apprises us what we exist for, and 
on what conditions— 

—From foreseeing that hereafter, we 
ought to be, in every way, the more 
fit for being in it— 

And we SHALL BE IN IT; shall find the 
prophecies fulfilled— 

But now then, who can but prophesy, 
“if God has spoken so much, is it not 
worth [while] for us to repeat it, and to 


apply it?” 


III. Who ean but prophesy to HIMSELF? 

These predictions and forewarnings 
concem ourselves, if they concern any 
body. 

No man can take himself out of that 
relationship in which his race stands— 

When these things come to pass, we 
shall not be mere lookers on to see how 
sin is punished, and piety glorified. 

Angels will stand by as spectators, 
but each one of us will have to do with 
this hereafter ; you, and you, and you. 
God has forewamed us that each one 
shall stand in his lot at the end of the 
days. 

How can I then but prophesy to my- 
self, since I am going into the future, 
into the last portion of time? Is it not 
to me, positively, that all this belongs? 
and shall I lose sight of these things, 
when I am going into it, since there is a 
less space of time remaining? Am I not 
going every moment info that hereafter ? 

Shall I not feel the divine predictions 
still more and more pressing upon me, 
as I am adyancing towards the proof of 
their truth— 


Shall I the more lose sight of the 
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things to come the nearer they are 
coming? 

Am I foolishly presuming to take pre- 
sent things separately from what God 
says is to come of them? God has said 
‘that such and such shall come in con- 
nexion with these things: ’tis an iron 
link that no one can separate. No man 
can divide this invincible link. 

But what shall I do with those things 
that are to come, when they po come? 
Shall I foolishly think they will not come 
to pass, when God has said they will? 
—They will not the less come for my 
not warning myself of them ; God will 
bring them to pass.— 

A man may say, what does my con- 
science point to, but to something here- 
after? There is some mysterious bond 
between a man’s sins and his conscious- 
ness of the future. His sins send his 
conscience forward, so that his con- 
science reminds him of hereafter. 

What has conscience to do but to take 
up the words after the Lord God has 
spoken? Or if I have often repeated 
them, as it were, after him, has it been 
effectual ? 

If not, prophesy again, and in a more 
urgent, emphatic manner. And with 
grief and holy indignation that the effect 
should not be greater. 


IV. Who can but prophesy to other 
men? 

This has been the feeling and spirit, 
no doubt, of many who have spoken this 
day— 

—It was the spirit of the ancient pro- 
phets, the apostles, and even of Jesus 
Christ himself. A constraining necessity, 
as it were, to tell the people of things to 
come, 

Often there has been great discourage- 
ment, and even reluctance. Jeremiah 
once thought to cease to prophesy to 
men, but still he could not help doing it. 

And still it is with men who have any 
benevolence,—not of any wit or sense of 
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their own, for the words of God are 
prophetic concerning each one. 

—An apprehension that it will be in 
vain some have felt, “If the Lord God 
has spoken” and they do not regard, 
who am J that I should foretell, and 
warn, and exhort? Still it should be 
done—by instructors of every class—and 
all serious men. 

Who can but prophesy when he con- 
siders what all men are going forward to, 
in hereafter, where this path will lead 
to— 

—When he considers how much there 
is to make men forget what the Lord 
hath spoken, he might say, if this were 
but impressed on the mind, they would 
not be so careless. Well! then he must 
prophesy. 

Who can but prophesy when he con- 
siders that those who shall go wrong for 
want of warning, will reproach them 
who neglect to give it. 

Who can but prophesy when he is 
solicitous for the welfare of relations, 
friends, companions. He will feel he 
has a prophet’s vocation. When he sees 
their habits, &c., he will fix upon it what 
God has foretold, and connect with it 
what God says is applicable to it. 

He will be influenced very strongly to 
this duty, when he considers that it may 
be made the means, through the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, of our all 
rejoicing together in a future state, 
when all these things prophesied of are 
accomplished. 

What a special feeling will that be 
when one individual shall meet the 
other, who was the means, under God, 
of impressing him, and he shall know 
that he is inhabiting that state in conse- 
quence of what the other said to him 
here, which was an echo of what God 
has said. 

We shall feel that it will be profit- 
able to ourselves at the same time 
we are attempting to impress it on 
others. 


626 


THE CLASS SYSTEM EXPLAINED AND RECOMMENDED. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str,—I think it is a growing impression that the “class system,” if generally adopted, 
would be attended with considerable advantage to our churches; and I believe, if recommended 
in our periodicals, attempts would be made to carry out the system. Probably many churches are 
reluctant in making the attempt, because the class system is not thoroughly understood. If you 
think the following address, which I delivered to my church a short time ago—the principles of which 
have since been adopted—would effect any good if generally made known, I should be happy would 


you give place to it in your magazine. 
Hunslet, Oct. 28th, 1843. 


Curistian Frrenps,—From my first 
knowledge of the working of the class- 
system in our own country, and more 
recently in Jamaica, I have been fully 
convinced of its great importance to a 
Christian church. It is under this con- 
viction that I have consented to call 
your attention to the subject in a public 
address. I first purpose to explain the 
“class system,’’ and show the best 
method of putting it into effect; and 
secondly, to point out the advantages 
that will result from it. 

By the “class system is meant the 
division of the church into sections or 
classes, each class to be superintended by 
a leader, who shall meet his class for reli- 
gious purposes (hereafter to be explained) 
at appointed times and places. 1 think 
that, as a model for this important orga- 
nization, we may take the system as 
carried out by our Jamaica churches— 
and carried out with extraordinary suc- 
cess. The town and vicinity should be 
divided into districts. A leader should 
be appointed to superintend each dis- 
trict, and the members requested to 
attend that class which their locality 
may render most convenient. This 
must be considered of the first import- 
ance, in order to sustain the respective 
classes, and that the influence of évery 
individual Christian may be more di- 
rectly felt by his or her neighbours. 


Yours, &c., 
Joun WILuIAMs.* 


The selection of leaders must mainly 
rest with the minister, to prevent confu- 
sion : still it will be very desirable that 
those selected should be approved of by 
the church. 

As necessary qualifications, it may be 
stated the individuals chosen to be 
leaders should be the most intelligent 
and active of the members of both sexes 
if practicable. The leaders should be 
able to read with facility the word of 
God, and to some extent to explain the 
word read. It need hardly be stated 
that sound piety and a blameless moral 
character are indispensable in the indi- 
viduals filling so important an office. If 
they are to exercise a beneficial in- 
fluence, they should be “blameless ”— 
“grave, not double tongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy of filthy luere, 
holding the mystery of faith in a pure 
conscience ;” equally so with a “ dea- 
con” or “bishop.” It will be found of 
great importance that the minister, dea- 
cons, and leaders meet together at least 
once a month for prayer, for encourag- 
ing each other in the work of the Lord, 
and reporting on the state of the respec- 
tive classes and districts. 

As to how the meetings shall be con- 
ducted, this must be left to the discretion 
of the class leaders, But as a general 
rule, it may be stated that singing the 
praises of God, meditation on God’s 


* Late missionary at Mandeville, Jamaica.—Ep. 
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word, and prayer should be the principal 
exercises, while it should not be over- 
looked that at such meetings opportu- 
nity is afforded to any member to ex- 
press his religious feelings and senti- 
ments, and to ask any question that 
may tend to benefit. Such meetings 
should be held at least once a week, 
yet not at such times as to interfere with 
the public services of the chapel. The 
time of meeting must be determined 
by the leader and his class. 

A question of some importance here 
suggests itself :—Are these meetings to 
be exclusively for members, or may all 
persons connected with the congrega- 
tion, sincerely disposed, be admitted ? 
In the classes in Jamaica, not only mem- 
bers, but inquirers, are present, and we 
recommend not to exclude any who at 
least may be disposed to receive reli- 
gious instruction. 

It seems necessary that, as far as prac- 
ticable, the classes should meet in the 
leader’s house, or in the house of one of 
the members, especially so if these meet- 
ings are intended at all to benefit the 
neighbourhood, and others than mem- 
bers are allowed to attend. 7 

In connexion with this system, it must 
be adopted as a general principle, that 
every member is obligated, in every pos- 
sible way, to seek to benefit the souls 
of others, by the distribution of tracts, 
visiting the sick, recommending the 
Saviour when opportunity offers, invit- 
ing the negligent to attend the means of 
grace. The vineyard invites the labour 
ofall; none should stand idle. All around 
us, the wretchedness, wickedness, and 
infidelity everywhere abounding, should 
excite our pity, our efforts, and our 
prayers. The progress of error seems 
to mock the prayers of those who are at 
ease in Zion. The present is eminently 
a time for individual effort. 

Secondly, I shall point out the advan- 
tages of the “class system.” Here I 
need only be brief, as pamplicts are in 
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circulation in which this point is clearly 
and forcibly brought out. Such are 
Burton’s and Pulsford’s, 

However, we would state that without 
some such an organization, it is impos- 
sible to call forth the individual energies 
of the Christian church, which energies, 
when called forth, we have ample proof 
have produced wonderful effects. If we 
just glance at the cause of missions in 
Jamaica, it is a remarkable fact that the 
two largest denominations of Christians, 
which have the largest congregations, 
and which number more converts to 
Christianity, are those that have adopted 
the class system—the baptists and Wes- 
leyans. The success which has been 
realized by other denominations bears 
no proportion to the success of the bap- 
tists and Wesleyans. The difference of 
success may easily be accounted for by 
the fact, that a more efficient and ex- 
tended instrumentality has been em- 
ployed in the one case, and not in the 
other ; and missionaries of every deno- 
mination, who have put the system into 
operation, confess its efficiency—not only 
the baptists and Wesleyans in Jamaica, 
but the missionaries of the London 
Society in the South Seas. The success 
of Wesleyanism in England is a demon- 
stration of the same truth, as well as the 
success that has attended the system in 
connexion with many baptist churches in 
England. 

We hesitate not to say further, that 
the system must tend very much to 
promote the piety as well as the useful- 
ness of our churches. And surely our 
piety needs an impulse to preserve it 
from expiring. This is felt, I believe, 
generally. How desirable, therefore, to 
adopt a method so simple, yet so effi- 
cient, to elevate the tone of the piety of 
the British churches ! 

The promotion of Christian unity and 
brotherly love, would certainly follow 
the adoption of the ‘class system.” 
Who can contemplate the unanimity so 
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remarkably existing between members of 
Wesleyan churches without exclaiming, 
“see how these love one another?” 
And how so? Because they have fre- 
quent opportunities of meeting together 
for religious conversation. With us, 
these are no special seasons for Chris- 
tian conference. Oftentimes Christians, 
in fellowship with the same church, are 
all but unknown to one another. They 
meet in the public services of the sanc- 
tuary, but there is a strangeness in their 
very address, while they are often igno- 
rant of the fact that they are children of 
the samé family. Should not something 
be done to remove such a melancholy 
state of things from amongst us? 


THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 


and hear, all ye that fear God, and 
I will declare what he hath done for 
my soul” is scriptural; to sing God’s 
praises and “ search the scriptures” are 
scriptural exercises. To meet together, 
as before described, distinguishes those 
that fear the Lord, and, we learn, meets 
with his approval :—“ They that feared 
the Lord spake often one to another, and 


the Lord hearkened and heard it, and 


} 


We | 


think the “ class system” will effect the | 


desired end. 


Two principal objections have been | 


raised against the system. The first, 


“Tt is Wesleyan ;” to reply we would | 
| mentality, we shall realize in connexion 


say, whatever in Wesleyanism is con- 
genial with the spirit of God’s word, 
and which has been attended with such 
signal success, should at once commend 
itself to our highest esteem, as worthy of 
our immediate adoption. It has been 
said, too, that the “class system” ‘is 
unscriptural.” As Mr. Burton remarks, 
“Tf this refers to the name it is true”— 
in the same sense as church-meetings, 
missionary prayer-meetings, &c., &c., 
are unscriptural. But it is evident that 
the thing itself is fully authorized by the 
scriptures. To meet for prayer surely is 
scriptural ; to say to one another, ** Come 


a book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him, for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name.” 


But I anticipate no objection from 
you my beloved friends. I hope that 
you are not only prepared to assent 
to the immediate adoption of the sys- 
tem, but with all your heart and soul to 
carry it out. My hope is, that if you 
take up the matter with spirit, and en- 
deavour to sustain this kind of instru- 


with our Zion, if not success to an 
equal extent with our churches in 
Jamaica, at least, to an unexpected, 
yet desirable extent. You must be 
prepared to meet with difficulties, espe- 
cially at the onset ; but “let us not be 
weary in well doing, for in due season 
we shall reap if we faint not.” Let 
your motto ever be “ onward ;” recogniz- 
ing, in connexion with all our efforts, the 
all-important fact which should give fre- 
quency and fervency to our prayers,— 
“Paul planted, Apollos watered, God 
gave the increase.” 


THE PRESENT STATE OF THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION 
IN SCOTLAND. 


FROM THE CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE BAPTIST UNION FOR SCOTLAND, 1843. 


We are grieved and ashamed in 
taking this glance, and would humble 
ourselves before God, that in seventy- 
eight years we have made s0 little pro- 


gress. The review we consider necessary 
to rouse all of us to a sense of our duty ; 
and we pray that it may be sanctified 
to this desirable end. 


BAPTIST DENOMINATION IN SCOTLAND. 


In Scotland, and the Northern and 
Western Isles, there are about 133 
towns, having upwards of 2000 inhabi- 
tants, a very few of these including the 
parishes. We calculate that at least we 
ought to have a church in every town 
of 2000, not to say 1000. But so far 
from this, we have only seventy-three 
churches, including Scotch and English 
baptists so called. Out of the 133 towns, 
only thirty-six have baptist churches, 
leaving ninety-seven towns with a popu- 
lation upwards of 2000, having no bap- 
tist church; a tale enough to make 
every baptist in Scotland blush. And 
when we find that Leith with 26,000, 
and Inverness with 9000, are two of these 
towns, the matter is still more worthy 
of deep lamentation. In these thirty- 
six towns there are fifty-four baptist 
churches, while the remaining nineteen, 
which make the number seventy-three, 
are in towns of less than 2000, and in 
sequestered spots. 

Again, in Scotland there are thirty- 
three counties ; and surely we ought to 
have a church in every county; but, so 
far from this, there are ten counties in 
which there is no baptist church. Again, 
if we take the proportion of our church 
to the whole population of Scotland, 
which is 2,620,610, the seventy-three 
churches give one baptist church to 
33,159 of the population ; a most hu- 
miliating proportion. Scotland suffers 
much by a comparison with England 
and Wales. In England there are cal- 
culated 1310 baptist churches, giving 
one to 11,446 of the population. In 
Wales 261 baptist churches, being one to 
8491 of the population. Scotland is next 
to Ireland, which, having thirty-six bap- 
tist churches, gives one to 227,089 of the 
population. The number of baptists in 
Scotland is about 5000, or about one to 
every 500 of the inhabitants. 

l.. In reviewing this statistical detail, 
there is one idea which, among many 
others, forces itself upon the mind ; and 
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that is, the evident want of system in 
the spread of our churches. We have 
not resolved, as wisdom would dictate, 
first to attend to the populous towns, and 
then to the counties, till there be not a 
county or a town without a baptist 
church. Our churches have been too 
much the offspring of chance; or, in 
other words, just as there might happen 
to be a baptist in a place who was wish- 
ful to spread his sentiments, and called 
for aid ; there something has been done, 
while many large towns and populous 
districts have been overlooked. And are 
we asked, why have we acted so long 
without system? Amongst other causes, 
we ascribe it mainly to the want of 
united counsels and efforts for the ex- 
tension of the gospel and the spread 
of our principles. Only let all the 
brethren and all the churches combine 
their counsels and their liberality in one 
well-planned general system of co-ope- 
ration for the propagation of the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, and let us work wisely, vigorously, 
and perseveringly, and we shall soon see 
a new and better state of things. 

2. But, besides the smallness of our 
extent, there is another subject regarding 
our present position which demands our 
serious attention ; and that is, the actual 
condition of our churches, and their cor- 
respondent bearing upon the surround- 
ing population. Let us, with deep hu- 
mility before God, and with a holy desire 
to see our churches what they ought to 
be, prayerfully and candidly examine 
the matter; and let none of us say this 
is the state of such and such a church, 
but let each of us examine into our own, 
and say, what can we not do to remedy 
those things which we deplore? With 
these feelings we inquire, Are all our 
churches an honour to the Christian 
name? Are they all recommending 
themselves, by their unity and peace, 
by their healthfulness and activity, to 


those around? Do they all contain 
4G 
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within them the elements of attrac- 
tion, so that if there come in those who 
differ from us, or unbelievers, they are 
convinced of- all and judged of all, and 
are ready to fall down on their face and 
worship God, and report that God is 
among us of a truth? Have we not rea- 
son to lament, that notwithstanding our 
claim to be nearest the model of a New 
Testament church, there exists among us 
much ofa repulsive nature, which operates 
greatly to prejudice not a few who might 
otherwise join themselves to us, and 
prove an honour to the Christian name, 
as well as an addition to our numbers 
and strength? Are we exerting ourselves, 
as every church of Christ ought to do, in 
seeking after the conversion of the un- 
godly by whom we are surrounded? Are 
we making those efforts for the conver- 
sion of our children, and for the young 
of our congregations, and for the rising 
generation around us, which every church 
of Christ ought to make, and which are 
being made by manyamong other sections 
of the church? Or are not youth too 
much overlooked among. us? Are there 
none in our churches to whom the Saviour 
would, and does, address this remon- 
strance—“ Why stand ye here all the 
day idle?” Haye we not too much, if 
not altogether, forgotten the charge, “Go, 
work to-day in my vineyard?” Do we 
observe, with constancy, and love, and 
zeal, the appointment of our Lord, “ Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel men to come in, that my house 
may be filled ?” Do we not rather act as 
if our Lord had said, “Comfort your- 
selves, comfort one another, and leave to 
my care, or to that of others, a, perishing 
world ?” Let us, dear brethren, lay these 
things to heart, and remember the ex- 
hortation and the charge, “ Be watchful 
and strengthen the things which remain, 
which are ready to die: for I have 
not. found thy works perfect before 
God.” 


3. But we would not indulge in the 
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language of despondency ; the remedy is 
at hand, only let us resolve, being sensi- 
ble of what is wanting, that we shall not 
be behind in bringing our churches and 
denomination into a happier state. And 
if we are asked, what is the use, and what 
is the object, of a union of churches? our 
answer is :—By a combination of coun- 
sels and a union of forces, to remedy the 
evils we deplore ; to multiply baptist 
churches in our beloved father-land, till 
there be not a town without one, and to 
bring those already in being into such a 
state of heavenly unity and holy activity, 
as that they shall be both ornaments to 
the universal church of Christ, and bless- 
ings to the land and to the whole world. 

4. It is not for us to say, the gospel 
is preached among other denominations 
in our country. This we believe, and in 
this we rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. But 
if we hold sacred every doctrine and 
precept of our Lord Jesus Christ ; if we 
hold our distinctive principles to be pure 
from the fountain of truth ; if we hold 
that infant sprinkling and impure com- 
munion, and every system which does 
not recognize and advance the spiri- 
tuality and personality of the religion of 
Jesus, in all the ordinances and disci- 
pline of the church, operate injuriously 
upon the kingdom of. Christ and the 
souls of men, are we true to our princi- 
ples and faithful to our God, if we feel 
no glowing zeal, if we make no effort for 
the counteraction of these evils, and for 
the prevalence of the pure and undefiled 
religion of Jesus through the length and 
breadth of our land? We believe that 
we are verily guilty in this matter, and 
that we have not, as we ought, held forth 
to those around the principles and con- 
stitution of the church of Christ ; and 
that our present weak, disjointed, and 
inefficient state is only what we might 
have expected, the result of our coldness 
and indifference to our principles, and 
to the honour of our elder Brother, the 
Head of the church, 
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5. Besides regard to principles, the 
circumstance that the fewness and weak- 
ness of our churches operate against the 
interests of all our societies both for 
home and foreign missions, and that an 
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An inquiry whether it would not be 
possible to increase the efficiency of our 
colleges, will not be taken by any judi- 
cious reader as an indication of want of 
interest in those institutions, or want of 
respect for their conductors. The writer 
is grateful for the advantages which he 
derived from the college studies of his 
younger years, and happy in his friend- 
ship with most of the tutors of colleges 
of our denomination. And though he 
has not connected himself at present 
with the new Baptist Theological Edu- 
cation Society, he has witnessed its form- 
ation with pleasure. But the thoughts 
to which he now craves attention relate 
to the existing colleges. He is aware 
that there is a growing feeling among 
both ministers and laymen, that our 
college course of instruction might be 
with great advantage much more exclu- 
sively theological and scriptural. Num- 
bers who, with the writer, can prize by 
experience classical literature and natu- 
ral philosophy at their full worth, and 
wish that all our ministers were well 
versed in them, are yet inclined to ask, 
Is it desirable that Christian churches 
should subscribe to educate young men 
for their ministry in such knowledge ? 
It appears to them, that we have been 
insensibly influenced by the practice of 
our nominally national universities. In 
them, on the testimony of Legh Rich- 
mond, Christ is often crucified between 
classics and mathematics ; and, wishing 
to tread the road which they have laid 
out to ministerial respectability, dissent- 


ers have followed, though haud passibus | be_his chief and daily 
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increase of numbers and influence, zeal 
and liberality, in the churches, would be 
an increase of resources to those impor- 
tant objects, is a loud call for immediate 
and strenuous efforts towards extension. 


STUDIES. 


e@guis. In these branches of learning, 
churchmen must as a body long and im- 
measurably surpass us. Now, even on 
the ground of respectability, did ever a 
medical man suffer in regard to this, 
because, though a thorough anatomist, 
he was no adept in analysis, could 
scarcely translate Celsus and Gregory's 
conspectus, and was utterly ignorant 
of epitrits and peons? And what 
minister could suffer, if, though at fault 
in the amours of Jupiter, or in the scan- 
ning of a Greek chorus, he could in the 
parlour, the Bible class, and the pulpit, 
show himself ready in all that pertained 
to the word of God ? 

The modification of our present course, 
which the writer would suggest, would 
at least make the student at home in his 
Bible, and is adapted to the class of 
young men which baptist churches actu- 
ally furnish for our colleges. Of these a 
few, it is true, have previously enjoyed 
literary advantages. We all know they 
are emphatically the few. Even these 
need chiefly theological study. But the 
bulk of our students suffer most serious 
loss by attempting too many things, and 
learning nothing thoroughly, and conse- 
quently when they quit, disusing a great 
part of what cost them many toilsome 
hours. 

It should be, in the writer’s opinion, 
the office of the classical tutor to con- 
duct the young men, in the most tho- 
rough manner, through the Greek New 
Testament. All possible acquaintance 
with its language and literature, it should 
effort to give ; 
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this should be his object: and, this 
being attained, if time should remain for 
other studies, let them be pursued. 

By daily attention, in the course of 
six months, any young man of sufficient 
capacity to be a teacher, may master 
enough of the elements of Greek and 
Hebrew, to begin with his tutors the 
study of the scriptures in the original ; 
his ease in reading would rapidly in- 
crease, and four years of daily study 
with each tutor would carry him through 
a large portion of the only body of di- 
vinity worth a minister’s severe labour. 

It must be remembered, however, that 
mere critical exactness is but a founda- 
tion for something better. It should be 
a tutor’s constant aim to use the portion 
of scripture studied, doctrinally, devotion- 
ally, and practically, and with a special 
view to public instruction from it, expect- 
ing from the students their views on these 
points, as well as on grammar and inter- 
pretation. Could such a course fail to 
furnish our young men on leaving col- 
lege with at least one subject availably 
known? Could it fail to communicate 
such a relish for the beauty, and such a 
sense of the overwhelming importance 
of scripture truth, that they would be 
longing to proclaim it? The history of 
the Christian church since the comple- 
tion of the scriptures, though of not the 
slightest authority in matters of faith,— 
is full of warning and instruction. Doe- 
trinal theology, particularly if historically 
treated, is invaluable. Biblical literature 
is a wide field. The young man who 
acquired useful and comprehensive in- 
formation on these topics would have 
little time left, to continue or begin 
heathen classics, or wander much into 
other departments. At present, the vain 
attempt to make men everything, makes 
them nothing. And while the vast ad- 
vantages of classical and general litera- 
ture are cordially conceded, we still ask, 
Do the body of our young men benefit 
as much by a smattering of many things, 
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as they would by a thorough study of 
one thing, and that thing the word of 
life? If it be painful to hear the mis- 
takes of many excellent men in matters 
of secular literature, it is much more so 
to hear their frequent mistakes in ex- 
plaining scripture itself. 

The course the writer would suggest 
then is briefly this: 

1. Let a critical and devotional study 
of the scriptures, and not merely learn- 
ing the languages in which they are 
written, be the daily business of college 
life. 

2. The study of simplicity, clearness, 
and force of expression, in their native 
tongue, and of lucid habits of thinking, 
would be indispensable for teachers. 

3. Ecclesiastical history, doctrinal the- 
ology, and biblical literature, should have 
the next place. 

4. If time allowed, Latin and the clas- 
sics generally, mathematics, and natural 
science. This would rarely be possible. 


Numberless objections may be made 
to such a plan, but it would weary the 
reader to answer them. By some, these 
observations will be most mistakenly 
ascribed to the old prejudice against 
education. The writer can humbly say, 
that it has nothing in common with it, 
and that none who know him would 
suspect such a motive in him. It will 
be said, On the present system, they can 
commence scriptural studies when they 
leave. It is replied, rather, if they have 
ability and taste, let them commence 
literary studies when they leave, but let 
them study the one thing needful to 
their ministry at our colleges. Some 
will say, Is the vast amount of invalu- 
able theology and commentary in Latin 
to be closed to them? But it may be 
asked, in return, How many of our 
ministers now use it to any extent? 
Examine their libraries. Of those who 
do, how few would not have added 
Latin either at college or soon after? 
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No severe task this, to one who is pretty 
ready in Greek. Moreover, the English 
helps to one who knows Greek and He- 
brew, are now so many, that he had 
better miss the use of Latin, than of 
ease in the original scriptures. But 
every classic will conclude, with a 
sigh, Are their eyes to remain unopened 
to the inimitable beauties of classic 
writings? We answer firmly, yes; if 
through striving to see them. they lose 
the sight of the holier beauties of inspired 
writings. We cannot sympathise with so 
much effort to appreciate in their original 
the beauties of Horace and Demosthenes, 
and so little to awaken enthusiasm for 
those of David or of Paul. Itis doubtful, 
however, whether many of our ministers 
so far master the vocabulary of the clas- 
sic tongues as really to appreciate their 
beauties. 
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The writer is anxious that these hints 
should be considered, especially by the 
tutors and committees of our academical 
institutions. The adoption of this plan 
in any one of them would ensure to it 
the preference of many of the most zeal- 
ous and promising of the young men 
who are candidates for the ministry. 
On the other hand, should any of the col- 
leges determine to continue the attempt 
to give an education of the most com- 
prehensive kind, and to encourage the 
pursuit of literary honours, it appears to 
the writer that the term of years allowed 
for their course should be enlarged, and 
that care should be taken that none 
should be deprived of the theological 
studies reserved for the concluding part 
of the course, by premature removal. 


HELLENISTES. 


A LETTER TO A WEALTHY CHRISTIAN. 


Dear Frienp,—The Lord has given 
us in his word great and precious pro- 
mises relative to the glory of his church 
in the latter days. But why is not his 
church more glorious in the present 
day? Surely one principal reason is 
because his professing people do not 
make use of the means he has appointed 
for the prosperity of his church, and the 
salvation of the world. 

It was the design of Christ in redeem- 
ing his people by the sacrifice of himself, 
to convince them that his interest and 
theirs were one; and that benevolence 
is the grand characteristic of the gospel 
dispensation. It was his design, in lay- 
ing down his life for them, to infuse into 
them of his benevolence, and thus to 
make them instrumental in rendering 
his church a praise in the whole earth. 
This love operating in them, they con- 


stract from the necessary demands of 
this life to the great cause of the salva- 
tion and comfort of all mankind. The 
first Christians were largely influenced 
by this principle ; and the Lord added 
to the church daily of such as should be 
saved, 

It hath pleased the Lord to make 
some of his professing people stewards 
of large, and others of very small pro- 
perty. To one he gives ten talents, and 
to another only one. He expects them 
to be faithful in the distribution of the 
things that they have, and not in the 
things they have not. He was more 
pleased with the widow’s two mites 
than he was with half Zaccheus’s por- 
perty, though he was very rich. Yet 
the power of the love of Christ upon 
the heart of Zaccheus was very remark- 
able. The moment he felt it, he said, 


secrated all,the property they could al-/ The half of my goods I will give to the 
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poor, besides returning fourfold for un- 
lawful gains. If the love of Christ is as 
influential now as it was then, what 
shall we say of men who are not willing 
to give the fiftieth part to Christ and his 
cause? We cannot conclude from the 
New Testament that they will hear from 
the lips of the Saviour that commenda- 
tion, “ well done, thou good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joy thy 
Lord.” Alas! no: but quite the re- 
verse. And now, dear friend, it hath 
pleased the Lord to make you steward 
of a large property ; will you not, at the 
last day, be called to an account for 
appropriating the greater part of it to 
your own use, or to no use at all? Per- 
haps you will say to your soul, Soul, 
thou knowest that I have purposed to do 
something for Christ in my last will. 
What does this argue, but that you are 
determined to have the interest of all 
your property while you live, and then 
Christ shall have some, when you can 
retain it no longer? If you love Christ 
more than your money, set about ex- 
ecuting your will yourself. I fear that 
you have never as yet given much to the 
cause of Christ in coin that is passible in 
the court of heaven. Have you ever 
suffered any self-denial or privation by 
all that you have given to the cause 
of religion? or have your children suf- 
fered, or will they ever suffer, through 
what you have as yet done in charity? 
I think not. If you had now all that 
you have ever given to Christ and his 
cause, you could not eat, or drink, or 
wear, better than you can afford to do 
without it. Is it not an insult to the 
blessed Redeemer to offer him that 
which you would make no use of your- 
self? 

A rich woman who was considered 
very benevolent, once said to her ser- 
vant, “Molly, you mind to give the 
water in which the leg of mutton was 
boiled yesterday to so and so; for she 
is a very good woman, and I have heard 
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she is in great distress; and give her 
the cold meat too, for it is much tainted, 
and we cannot eat it.” This was a pro- 
fessor of religion, who would give to 
a woman, because she was good, such 
things as she could not make use of her- 
self. O God, have mercy on Zion, and 
grant that thy professing people may all 
learn righteousness ! 

Dear friend, I hope that you will 
never again pray that the Lord will 
hasten the time when all men shall be 
brought to know and serve him, until 
you make use of the means he has 
designed to bless for that purpose. If 
you and your lady were to visit the poor 
and distressed in their different priva- 
tions and afflictions, how much you 
would add to the declarative glory of 
him who has blessed you with so much 
of this world’s good! And if your lady 
would take her daughter-in-law by the 
hand in her visitations when she goes up 
to the altar of benevolence, who can tell 
but some spark might touch her heart, so 
that she might be led to adopt the lan- 


guage of Ruth to her mother-in-law :— 


“J will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee ; thy God shall be my God, and thy 
people shall be my people.’ And if 
you, sir, were to send your sons up to 
the altar of benevolence with a hundred 
pounds for one case, and fifty for ano- 
ther, when they were thus engaged a 
live coal from the altar might touch 
them; and then, after your decease, 
they might give themselves and their 
substance to the service of God. Some 
of the members of the church to which 
you belong, hearing of your benevolence, 
will then join with you in your labours 
of love, and will also think of the poor 
heathen. A large sum might then be 
raised against the next missionary meet- 
ing, These are some of the means God 
has designed to bless for the salvation of 
the world. If these means should be 
used, the funds of your church will not 
continue low very long, nor the four 
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hundred pounds debt for your recent 
alterations be long unpaid. In a 
town not more than a hundred miles 
from your’s, they made up three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds at a missionary 
meeting, when the church to which you 
belong only made one-fourth of that 
sum. How came that to pass? Is their 
church richer than yours? No: but it is 
because that a Mr. is a member 
and a deacon there. Has the Lord made 
Mr. a steward of a larger pro- 
perty than he has made you steward 
of? I think not. Whatthen? He has 
a larger heart for God and his cause 
than you have; and by the large sums 
that he gives, the people are stimulated 
to make greater exertions. When per- 
sons are asked why they do not give 
more to the cause of Christ? the very 
common answer is, we give as much as 
we can afford. This answer from a con- 
scientious poor man is a good one. But 
the rich good man makes use of no more 
of the good things of this life than he 
can conscientiously take from the cause 
of Christ ; he considers that the grand 
end God had in view in putting him in 
possession of riches, was that he might 
lay them out for his glory. He considers 
him who was rich, becoming poor for 
his sake, and turning himself into a 
fountain of grace and love in calling 
him to be a Christian, and making him 
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a consecrated channel of his grace to a 
perishing world ; and that he requires 
all the benevolent agency of heaven and 
earth to be put into motion, in order to 
do justice to the purposes. of his love. 
Has he called you into his service in 
order to increase that agency; surely 
the love of money tends to frustrate his 
design. As well for the perishing world 
had Christ never died, if Christ’s ap- 
pointed and consecrated agents neglect 
to make him known. If professedly to 
surrender yourself to Christ while you 
retain the property committed to your 
trust will do in this world, it will not do 
when you come to stand before the bar 
of God, who is a just God, and will give 
to every man according to his works, 
Indeed, it would not do upon earth in 
the apostolic days, for benevolence was 
the characteristic of their churches, and 
a selfish Christian was a contradiction of 
which they were happily ignorant: for 
such a character their churches had pro- 
vided no place. Now, I beseech you, by 
the gentleness and benevolence of Christ, 
and by the worth of your soul, that you 
consider these imperfect hints before it is 
too late. 
I remain, 


Yours respectfully, 
Gatus. 


November 1st, 1848. 


A SUGGESTION TO CHRISTIAN PARENTS. 


- Ar the meeting of the Peace Con- 
vention held in London last June, Mr. 
Leavitt, an American minister said, “The 
other day I had the pleasure of visiting 
a Sunday-school, and I saw a fine col- 


lessons at home, in America; but I 
was almost overwhelmed at an inquiry 
which arose in my mind, whether those 
beautiful boys which I saw, and my 
boys, would ever kill each other! I 


lection of boys and girls. I thought of | could not resist the temptation of saying 
my little boys who were reciting their | a few words to those boys, and telling 
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them that I should bring up my boys to 
be their friends, and that they should be 
the friends of my boys. One of the 
most beautiful measures proceeding 
from this Convention would be an ad- 
dress to little boys. Sir, I have feelings 
and I have thoughts on this subject, and 
these feelings and these thoughts have 
grown with my growth, and they have 
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strengthened with my strength. They 
have been embodied in my soul, and I 
shall never be quit of them. But I will 
bring up my boys to be as good and 
wise men as I can make them, and we 
can thus plant the seeds of national and 
universal affection, which, by careful 
culture, will render wars impracticable, 
‘and by this means make an end of them.” 


SOLICITUDE TRANSFERRED. 


“ Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.”—1 PeTer vy. 7. 


And dost thou care for me, O Lord! 
Who am so weak and vile? 

Can thy neglected love afford 
Still an inviting smile ? 


Creation waits upon thy nod, 
Bright seraphs bend to thee; 

Can thy compassions, mighty God! 
Visit a wretch like me! 


They can,—the heavy laden have 
| Sanction to come and roll 
On him their burdens, who can save 


| The most oppressed soul. 


The prayers which, melting into tears, 
Fall on the Saviour’s feet 
| Inaudible to sense, he hears 
And will with welcome greet. 


When man’s best help is wholly vain, 
Then to Jehovah fly ; 
Omnipotence can well sustain 


The helpless when they ery. 


PORTENTOUS TIMES. 


REVELATION VII. 


I hear the murmur of a storm, 
Which threatens earth and sea. 
*Tis hushed ! for lo, a heavenly form 

Commands a brief delay. 


“ The warring elements must rest, 
Nor ruin fly abroad ; 

Till on the foreheads of the blest 
I plant the seal of God. 


“Soon shall their clamour herald in 
The promised Prince of Peace ; 

But now awhile th’ Eternal King 
Forbids their wild release.” 


From east to west the angel flies, 
And passes rapidly ; 

O may he never leave these skies 
Without first sealing me. 


Lo, they advance, a numerous host, 
To whom the pledge is given ; 

Anointed by the Holy Ghost, 
Radiant with light from heaven. 


Oh, happy they! though fell despair 
Shake all the world beside ; 

For these shall meet Him in the air, 
The Lamb’s immortal bride. 


* 
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The Holy Eucharist a Comfort to the Penitent. 
A Sermon Preached before the University, 
tn the Cathedral Church of Christ, in Ox- 


ford, on the Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
By the Rev. E. B. Pusty, D.D., Regius 
Professor of Hebrew, Canon of Christ 


Church, and late Fellow of Oriel College. 
Oxford: Parker. 8vo, pp. 89. 


An Examination of the Principles and Ten- 


dencies of Dr. Pusey’s Sermon on the 
Eucharist ; in a series of Letters to a 
Friend. By the Rev. B. Gopwin, D.D., 
Minister of New Road Chapel, Oxford, 
Author of Lectures on the Atheistic Con- 
Jackson and 


troversy, &c. London: 
Walford. 8vo. pp. 82. 


The vital importance of that doctrine 
to which these publications refer is un- 
derstood, we fear, by few comparatively 


of our countrymen, whether churchmen 
or dissenters. Transubstantiation, as 
taught by the church of Rome, they 
have been accustomed to think of rather 


as an unscriptural tenet for the belief of 


which there is no warrant, and an ab- 
surdity undeserving of serious thought, 
than as an essential part of that tyran- 
nical system with which it is connected 
in history,—a fundamental principle 
whence consequences of the greatest 
-moment naturally and necessarily flow. 
No greater mistake can however be 
made, than to suppose that the doctrine 
of the real presence in the consecrated 
elements is a harmless speculation. It 
involves far more than is, at first sight, 
apparent. Many a martyr might have 
escaped the stake if, though demurring 
to other parts of the Romish system, he 
would have admitted this. The mystery 
that it involves, the submission of the 
intellect to the authority of the church 
that it implies, and, above all, the recog- 
nition of the power of the priest to 
change a wafer made of flour into the 
body of the Son of God, are so directly 
adapted to subserve the purposes of the 
priesthood, and secure eventually im- 
plicit obedience to every other require- 
ment, that the admission of this has been 
justly deemed, in many cases, equivalent 
VOL, Vl.—FOURTH SERIES, 


to the admission of all. Dr. Wiseman, 
the eloquent advocate of the Romish 
system, has illustreted this point with 
his wonted ability, saying, in language 
which it behoves us to take as a fair 
warning, ‘‘ This influence of our belief 
in the real presence upon every part 
of our practical religion, is too manifest 
to need any illustration. Why do we, 
when it is in our power, and why did 
our forefathers before us, erect sumptu- 
ous churches, and lavish on them all the 
riches of earth, but that we believe them 
to be the real tabernacles, wherein the 
Emmanuel, the ‘God with us,’ really 
dwells ? Why is our worship conducted 
with such pomp and solemnity, save that 
we perform it as a personal service to 
the incarnate Word of God? Why are 
the gates of our churches, in catholic 
countries, open all day, and why do men 
enter at all hours to whisper a prayer, or 
prostrate themselves in adoration, but 
from the conviction that God is there 
more intimately present than elsewhere, 
through this glorious mystery? The 
practice of confession, and consequently 
of repentance, is closely connected, as 
Lord Fitzwilliam has observed, with this 
belief. For it is the necessity of approach- 
ing to the sacred table with a clean 
heart, that mainly enforces its practice ; 
and the sinner in repentance is urged to 
the painful purgation, by the promised re- 
freshment of the celestial banquet. The 
sacred character which the catholic priest 
possesses in the estimation of his flock, 
the power of blessing with which he 
seems invested, are but the results of 
that familiarity with which, in the holy 
mysteries, he is allowed to approach his 
Lord. The celibacy to which the clergy 
bind themselves is but a practical ex- 
pression of that sentiment which the 
church entertains of the unvarying 
purity of conduct and thought where- 
with the altar should be approached. 
In this manner does the sacrament of 
tbe Eucharist form the very soul and 
essence of all practical religion among 
catholics.” 

A sermon of Dr. Pusey’s on this sub- 
ject, must then have powerful claims to 


| attention, The name of this gentleman 
4u 
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has been for some years used familiarly 
as an appellative for the highest class of 
high churchmen,—the authors of the Ox- 
ford Tracts for the Times, whose close 
approximation to Romanism has excited 
so much alarm among the evangelical 
portion of the established church. The 
publication comes forth too with his 
name prefixed ; and this distingnishes it 
from the mass of writings issued by 
himself and his friends, which being 
anonymous, have been attended with no 
responsibility which could not be easily 
evaded, and which in several cases the 
authors have found it convenient to dis- 


claim. Great notoriety has been given to | 


this sermon also by the fact that the 
vice-chancellor, having demanded a copy, 
has exercised his authority so far as to 
suspend Dr. Pusey temporarily as a 
preacher in the university, 

In this sermon, the doctrine of the real 
presence of the body of Christ in the 
elements is unequivocally maintained, 
and if it be not the doctrine of the Rom- 
ish church exactly, it resembles it so 
closely that it has been mistaken for it 
by both protestants and Romanists. If 
it be not transubstantiation, it is con- 
substantiation ; if it be not that the 
bread is changed into the body of Christ, 
it is that the body of Christ is after con- 


secration where the bread was previously | 


to consecration, but that respecting the 
mode of this great mystery; the preacher 
has learned, as he says, to withhold his 
thoughts. There is indeed much that is 
dark, whether from inability to write 
perspicuously or from a preference for the 
mystcrious, it is difficult to determine ; 
yet thus much Dr. Pusey indisputably 
intends to teach, that “the holy Eu- 
charist imparteth not life only, spiritual 
strength, and oneness with Christ, and 
his indwelling, and participation of him, 
but, in its degree, the remission of sins ;” 
that it is “ angels’ food to the saint, the 
ransom to the sinner, and both because 
it is the body and blood of Christ ;” that 
‘were it only a thankful commemora- 
tion of his redeeming love, or only a 
showing forth of his death, or astrengthen- 
ing only and refreshing of the soul, it were 
indeed a reasonable service, but it would 
have no direct healing for the sinner ; to 
him its special joy is that it is his Re- 
deemer’s very broken body, it is his 
blood, which was shed for the remission 
of his sins;” and that “his flesh and 
blood in the sacrament give life, not only 
because they are the flesh and blood of 
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the incarnate Word, who is life, but also 
because they are the very flesh and blood 
which were given and shed for the life 
of the world, and are given to those, for 
whom they had been given.” In the 
notes which are subjoined by Dr. Pusey, 
and an appendix drawn up by a friend, 
an attempt is made to vindicate these 
statements as consistent with the doc- 
trine of the established church, by adduc- 
ing similar language from its bishops and 
preceding writers. Some of the extracts 
fail of proving that for which they are 
adduced ; respecting others we only re- 
mark that it is too true that many of the 
leading teachers of the church of Eng- 
land have approximated closely to the 
church of Rome, in this, as in other 
respects. The very names adduced by 
Dr. Pusey and his friend have long ago 
been brought forward by avowedly Rom- 
ish writers as conceding their doctrine. 
Thus the late vicar apostolic, Dr. Milner, 
in his End of Religious Controversy, 
speaking of “eminent bishops and di- 
vines of the establishment in this coun- 
try,” says, “It is evident from their 
works, that many of them believed 
firmly in the real presence; such as 
the bishops Andrewes, Bilston, Morton, 
Laud, Montague, Sheldon, Gunning, 
Forbes, Bramhall, and Cosin; to whom 
I shall add the justly esteemed divine, 
Hooker: the testimonies of whom, for 
the real presence are as explicit as catho- 
lies themselves can wish them to be.” 
These, with one single exception, are 
witnesses subpoenaed on behalf of Dr. 
Pusey ;—men, “ the testimonies of whom, 
for the real presence, are as explicit as 
catholics themselves can wish them to be.” 


It is a remarkable fact, and one that 
demands the gratitude of protestants 
generally, but especially of those of our 
own denomination, that at the very time 
when the semi-popish confederacy be- 
came formidable, divine providence 
should have placed in Oxford a man, 
better adapted to render service to the 
community by exposing and refuting 
these errors than any other with whom 
we are acquainted. With the character 
of Dr. Godwin’s mind we have been 
familiar for many years ; and a long”and 
intimate friendship enables us to assure 
our readers that they may at all times 
rely on his candour and integrity, and 
that in any controversy in which he ma 
engage, his opponents will find him an 
acute, learned, cautious, and perfectly 
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ple of Ireland, by the pulpit what is delivered 
from it, by the press what is printed by it. No 


honourable antagonist. The announce- 
ment of his intention to publish ar ex- 
amination of Dr. Pusey’s sermon afforded 
us pleasure ; and now, having perused 
his performance, we have the satisfaction 
to know that it is all that we expected it 
to be. The habit of appealing directly 
and exclusively to seripture, which he has 
cultivated till he does it unconsciously, 
has enabled him to write, as no man can 
write who is accustomed to derive his 
impressions from fallible interpreters, 
even when he wishes to step out of his 
usual course and investigate for himself. 

(His freedom from the trammels of eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction and a prescribed 
creed, has enabled him to take up every 
question independently, and to examine 
it on its own merits. His consciousness 
of the strength of the cause in which he 
is engaged, and of his ability to vindi- 
cate it fairly, has delivered him from 
temptation to evade any argument, prac- 
tise any disingenuous artifice, or substi- 
tute harsh language for clear reasoning. 
Calmly, devoutly, courteously, but with 
an earnest desire to promote the interests 
of truth, he has composed these letters, 
in which the foundations of Dr. Pusey’s 
theory are examined and its tendencies 
exposed. A few extracts will be the 
best review of Dr. Pusey’s work that 
can be given in our limited space. 


There are two or three passages of 


scripture commonly urged by Romish 
controversialists in favour of the doctrine 
of transubstantiation, which Dr. Pusey 
adduces in support of his sentiments. 
“My own views,” he says, “ were cast 
(so to speak) in the mould of the minds 
of bishop Andrewesandarchbishop Bram- 
hall, which I regarded as the type of the 
teaching of our church. From them 
originally, and with them, I learnt to 
receive in their literal sense, our blessed 
Lord’s solemn words‘ This is my body.’” 
Dr. Godwin gives a clear account of the 
transactions in the midst of which these 
words were uttered, illustrates the im- 
possibility of their being understood 
literally at the time by those who heard 
them, and shows that the figurative in- 
terpretation is quite in accordance both 
with the common use of language, and 
with the mode of speaking adopted by 
the divine Teacher on other occasions. 


« Thus we are constantly in the habit of put- 
ting the cause for the effect, the instrument for 
the agent, the sign for the thing signified, and 
vice versa. By Ireland we often mean the peo- 
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one mistakes me when, looking at the ornamen- 


tal letter paper which I have just purchased, I 


say, this is Queen’s College, and this is Christ 
Church ; or when, looking in at our print shops, 
Tsay, pointing to the sketches in the windows, 


this is Dr. Pusey, and that is Mr. Newman; or 
when, directing the attention of some visitor to 
that beautiful monument, the Martyrs’ Memo- 
rial, I say, there is Cranmer, and that is Ridley, 


and this is Latimer. 
“And this mode of speaking was especially 
common, much more so than with us, in the 


language which our Lord and his disciples used. 


In the interpretation which Joseph gives of the 
butler’s dream, he says, ‘the three branches (of 
the vine) are three days.’ And in explaining 
Pharaoh’s dream, ‘the seven good kine are seven 
years; and the seven good ears are seven years.’ 
The language of the dying patriarch, in the 
forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, is, ‘Judah is a 
lion’s whelp.’—‘ Issachar is a strong ass.’—* Dan 
shall be a serpent by the way.’—‘ Naphtali is a 
hind let loose,’—‘ Joseph is a fruitful bough.’ 
In Ezekiel’s prophecies, the Lord says of a lock 
of hair, ‘this is Jerusalem,’ Daniel says to 
Nebuchadnezzar, ‘thou art this head of gold.’ 
The interpreter of the vision, in the seventh 
chapter, says to Daniel, ‘These great beasts 
which are four, are four kings,’ The writers of 
the New Testament adopt the same mode of 
speaking. ‘This Agar (Abraham’s bondmaid) 
is mount Sinai.’ ‘The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches: and the seven candle- 
sticks are the seven churches.’ ‘The seven 
heads are seyen mountains. ‘The woman 
which thou sawest is that great city.’ Our 
Lord himself was in the habit of speaking in a 
similar manner; ‘I am the good Shepherd.’ ‘1 
am the Door.’ ‘I am the Vine.’ ‘The field is 
the world; the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one; the enemy that suwed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and 
the reapers are the angels.’ 

“ When our Lord, therefore, taking up the 
bread, said, ‘this is my body,’ the meaning, this 
represents my body, was so perfectly natural, 
and accordant with those forms of speaking to 
which they had always been accustomed, that it 
was morally impossible that they should under- 
stand the words in any other sense. And taken 
in this manner, all is plain, affecting, and edify- 
ing; we then see the Saviour, just before his 
awful sufferings and painful separation from his 
beloved disciples, appoiuting a standing memo- 
rial of his death, and its supremely benevolent 
objects; in the observance of which his faithful 
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followers should have their mutual charity in- | ation of Christ, and a forfeiture of the blessings 


creased, their love to himself quickened, and 
their faith brought into so lively an exercise, 
that they should enjoy renewed communications 
of the rich benefits procured by his death, But 
take the words of Christ literally, and immense 
difficulties immediately ensue, and irreconcil- 
able contradictions follow.”—VPp, 20, 21. 


In Jike manner he elucidates the lan- 
guage of Paul, “The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? The bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ,” showing from the con- 
text that the design of the apostle was to 
caution the Corinthian believers against 
the idolatrous practices of their neigh- 
bours, 


“<The cup of blessing’ was a phrase very 
familiar to those who were acquainted with 
Jewish customs, The cup, used in the celebra- 
tion of the passover, was so called because bless- 
ing and thanksgiving had been offered up to 
God before partaking of it; and then it was 
considered as set apart, consecrated, as it were, 
having received the divine blessing. ‘ The cup of 
blessing which,’ says the apostle, ‘we bless,’ is 
that used in the Lord’s supper, in a similar 
manner set apart to a sacred use. -In celebrat- 
ing this Christian ordinance we have a joint 
participation, a communion with the followers of 
Christ, in the emblems of the Saviour’s “body 
and blood ;’ and in partaking of them we de- 
clare, by an outward sign, that we participate in 
the benefits and blessings of his death: and, as 
far as our faith is brought into exercise, this in- 
stitution becomes the means of our enjoying 
these benefits, and having actual communion 
with Christ; so that we may say with the 
apostle John, ‘truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.’ This sacred institution, then, he re- 
minds them, represents the communion of all 
true believers with Christ, in the benefits of his 
death, and is a solemn declaration that they are 
his. Now observe the force of this argument 
against joining in an idol’s feast. As, by your 
uniting in this Christian institute, you declare 
your fellowship with cach other in faith and 
worship, and your union with Christ, so, by 
participating in a feast on what is sacrificed to 
idols, you would declare your fellowship with 
idolaters in their religions services, and would 
identify yourselves with the idols in whose 
honour the feast is held; and to do this would 
not only be inconsistent with your profession 
as Christians, but it would be a virtual renunci- 


which he bestows.” —Pp. 23, 24. 


The passage of which Dr. Pusey makes 
most use, quoting its phraseology fre- 
quently as illustrative of the design and 
efficacy of the Lord’s supper, is the dis- 
course of our Lord with the Jews at 
Capernaum, recorded in the sixth chap- 
ter of the gospel of John. To the expla- 
nation of this chapter Dr. Godwin has 
very properly devoted several pages, 
showing that the Redeemer is speaking 
throughout this discourse, not of a sacra- 
mental sign, but of the necessity and the 
blessed results of receiving Christ by 
faith as our sacred instructor and our 
only Saviour. He adds— 


“Tn conclusion, allow me, in addition to what 
T have already said, to present you with a brief 
summary of proofs, that this discourse of our 
Lord does not refer to the sacred supper. 

“1, The Lord’s supper had not been insti- 
tuted when this discourse was delivered, nor till 
about a year afterwards, There is not through- 
out a syllable that speaks of an institution, of a 
commemorative rite, from which the disciples 
could gather that such an ordinance would be 
appointed. Here is not the most distant inti- 
mation that bread and wine should be used as 
symbols, or transubstantiated into the body and 
blood of Christ, or in a mysterious way incor- 
porated with them. 

“2. All the effects here assigned to feeding 
on ‘the bread of life,’ and on ‘the flesh and 
blood’ of the Redeemer, are in this same chap- 
ter, as well as throughout the New Testament, 
attributed to believing on Christ. Please to 
observe the parallel. 


Metaphorical Expressions. Literal Explanations. 


“If any man cat of this 
bread, he shall live for 
ever.’ y. 51. 


‘Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, he that believeth 
on me hath everlasting 
life.’ v. 47. 


‘Whoso eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life.’ v. 54. 


*“Whoso eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood, 
... Twill raise him wp at 
the last day.’ v. 54. 

‘He that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me.’ v. 57. 


* That whosoever believ- 
eth on him (the Son of 
man), should not perish, 
but have eternal life.’ ch. 
ili. v. 15. 

‘Every one which seeth 
the Son and believeth on 
him,... Z will raise him 
up at the last day.’ y. 40. 

“The just shall live by 
faith. Gal. iii. 11. 

“The life which I now 
live in the flesh J live 
by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.’ 
Gal. ii. 20. 
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‘He that eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in 
him.’ y. 56. 


‘That Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith.’ 
Eph. iii. 17. 


Now is it not a safe canon of interpretation, 
that what is difficult or dubious must be ex- 
plained by what is plain and certain, that any 
proposition which is announced in figurative 
language must be interpreted by the same thing 
announced in a literal manner? To believe in 
Christ cannot be a figure, to eat Christ must be 
a figure; if, then, the same things are pre- 
dicated of both, ought we not to take believing 
as explanatory of eating and drinking? I know 
not that anything can place this in a clearer 
and more convincing light than our Lord’s own 
words in the thirty-fifth verse, by a parallelism 
very common in the sacred writings. 


* He that cometh to me, 
And he that believeth on me, 


Shall never hunger, 
Shall never thirst.’ 


What is it that prevents hunger and thirst ? 
eating and drinking; how does our Lord say 
that hunger and thirst are to be prevented? by 
coming to him, and believing on him ; therefore 
it is undeniable that the eating and drinking of 
which he speaks are identical with coming to 
him, and believing on him. 

“3. That which is affirmed in this discourse 
is true of believing on Christ, but is not true of 
participating in the Eucharist. Our Lord says 
repeatedly and distinctly that he who feeds on 
him as the bread of life, even on ‘his flesh and 
blood ’ ‘shall not die,’ ‘shall live for ever,’ ‘shall 
live by him,’ ‘ shall dwell in Christ and Christ 
in hin,’ ‘shall be raised up (to glory) at the last 
day.’ But multitudes have eaten and drunk the 
Eucharist, who have evidently lived, and appar- 
ently died, without the life of religion. But 
‘he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life ;) and of those who come to Christ and 
believe on him, he says, ‘I give to them eternal 
life, they shall never perish, neither shall any 
one pluck them out of my hand.’ 

“ And the converse of this is as strongly 
affirmed by the Saviour in this discourse. 
‘Except ye eat the flesh, and drink the blood 
of the Son of man, ye have no life in you.’ But 
all who have true faith in Christ have life in 
them. Who would affirm that John the baptist 
had no spiritual life—that the dying penitent 
on the cross received no life from Christ? Yet 
they never partook of the Eucharist. Had our 
Lord’s disciples, at the time when this discourse 
was delivered, no life in them? Yet they had 
never at that time, and for some time after, par- 
taken of the Eucharist. All who have true faith 
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in Christ, have spiritual life, whether they have 
participated in the Eucharist or not : none who 
are destitute of this faith have spiritual life, how- 
ever frequently they partake of the Eucharist ; 
the solemn declaration of our Lord, therefore, 
cannot apply to the Eucharist.”—Pp. 34—387. 


Towards the close of the examination 
we find an able summary of the views 
developed in Dr. Pusey’s sermon, and 
a comparison of them with the gospel 
system. Dr. Godwin shows that the 
teaching of this sermon is that remission 
of sins is imparted by the Eucharist, and 
asks, Is this the teaching of the apostles ? 
He shows that the sermon teaches that 
it is in the Eucharist that the communi- 
cant ‘‘ receiveth into himself, in an inef- 
fable manner, his Lord himself,” that it is 
in this manner that Christ dwells in him 
and he in Christ, and he asks, Is this the 
teaching of the New Testament? He 
points out how completely the teaching 
of the sermon differs from the concurrent 
testimony of the inspired writers, as to 
the means by which spiritual life is im - 
parted and maintained in the soul, and 
the work of sanctification carried on. In 
concluding, he illustrates the practical 
tendency of Dr. Pusey’s sentiments, 
which militate against the simplicity 
and spirituality of the gospel, and tend 
to the production of a defective and 
erroneous Christianity ;— which lead 
almost inevitably to unscriptural con- 
clusions respecting many who love and 
serve the Saviour, and uncharitable feel- 
ings towards them ;—and which have a 
direct and strong tendency towards 
popery,— sacramental grace, priestly 
power, and exclusive salvation being 
inherent and essential characteristics of 
both systems. 

Had we allowed ourselves to quote to 
the extent of our wishes, we should 
have transcribed the entire pamphlet ; 
but, as we cannot do this, we congratu- 
late the reader that for two shillings 
he may purchase the whole. Cordially 
thanking Dr. Godwin for the service he 
has rendered to the church of Christ, 
we intreat him to consider it his especial 
vocation to observe whatever may issue 
from the press under the sanction of 
Dr. Pusey or his coadjutors, and report 
thereon to the public. This is a work 
for which he is peculiarly fitted ; and no 
other work can be required more ur- 
gently by the necessities of the present 


| generation. 


642 


Jamaica: its Past and Present State. By 
James M. Puitiipro, of Spanish Town, 
Jamaica; twenty years a Baptist Mission- 
ary in that Island. London: post 8vo, 
pp. 487. Price 8s. 6d. cloth. 


We have no doubt that all who per- 
use this work, will concur in our opin- 
ion that, in presenting it to the public, 
Mr. Philltppo has performed a very sea- 
sonable and acceptable service. The 
subject itself is deeply interesting, and 
the manner in which the information is 
communicated, and the various facts and 
events are arranged, is highly creditable 
to the author. The qualifications of Mr. 
Phillippo for such a work, are of no ordi- 
nary kind. Twenty years residence on 
the spot, during which he had oppor- 
tunities of mixing with all classes of 
society, a constant intercourse with the 
other parts of the island, a personal and 
intimate acquaintance with the habits 
and characters of the black and coloured 
population, as well as with all the pecu- 
liarities of the white inhabitants, both 
before and since the abolition of slavery, 
render him a very competent witness as 
to the “ past and present state” of 
Jamaica. Nor is this all: through the 
whole of this time, from the period of 
his first landing, when an interdict was 
put on his preaching, to the day when 
he stood before the government house, 
at the head of 7,000 of his’ members and 
hearers, and 2,000 of his school children, 
to receive the congratulatory address of 
the governor, “surrounded by the bishop, 
his honour the chief justice, and other high 
official functionaries ;’ during the most 
trying scenes of adversity, and in all the 
exhilaration of prosperity, Mr, Phillippo 
has sustained a character for integrity 
and uprightness, such as has com- 
manded the respect even of those who 
have been most opposed to his mis- 
sionary labours, while it has secured the 
highest esteem of all his friends. There 
1s, Moreover, an air of candour and truth 
about all his descriptions and statements. 
There is no strained exaggeration, no 
aiming at effect, no party feeling or 
denominational eulogies, no resentments 
when injuries are related, no angry re- 
flections when misrepresentations are 
corrected ; there is evidently no wish to 
serve any interests but those of truth 
and justice. It is apparent throughout 
the work that the author is highly sus- 
ceptible to the beauties of nature, and 
alive to the warmest emotions of bene- 


JAMAICA. 


volence, but there is no affectation of 
taste or sentiment ; all the indications of 
such sensibilities bear the impress of 
spontaneous and habitual feeling. With 
very few blemishes, and these too slight 
to deserve a notice, there is a simplicity 
and a clearness in the style which pre- 
serve the reader from the fatigue occa- 
sioned by passages of difficult construc- 
tion, or doubtful meaning. It is, ina 
word, a work which any one may read 
with pleasure, which has much to in- 
terest the politician and the philosopher, 
and which cannot fail to awaken in the 
bosom of the Christian, feelings of deep 
interest and lively gratitude. 

Before the visits of our missionaries, 
Jamaica had been long known to Europe 
as one of the most important of the 
West India Islands, and as the princi- 
pal seat of the British power in that 
part of the world. It was at once an 
emporium of commerce, and a centre of 
power; in her commodious harbours 
merchant vessels found safety, and from 
her ports went forth those armaments 
which extended the colonial conquests 
of Great Britain, and asserted her supre- 
macy on the seas. But here also was 
seen the foulest stain on England’s glory, 
the darkest and most damning spot on 
her national character. For more than 
two centuries Jamaica took the lead in 
that most infamous traffic in human flesh 
and blood, which insulted heaven, dis- 
honoured the earth, deepened the degra- 
dation of Africa, and increased to a ten- 
fold degree the crime and misery of that 
continent. In this island, designed by 
nature to be a paradise, were heard, age 
after age, the wailings of despair, the 
resounding lash, the clanking chain, the 
imprecations of the tyrant, mingled with 
the cries of the mangled, the sobs of the 
broken hearted, and the agonizing groans 
of the dying. Here was seen the slave 
market ; men, women, and children put 
up to auction ; all the ties of nature vio- 
lently separated; and human beings, 
immortal beings, whom God made eapa- 
ble of all that is sublime in morals, and 
endless in happiness, reduced to the 
condition of goods and chattels ; bought, 
sold, fed, flogged, as so many working 
animals, by a few of their fellow crea- 
tures, under the sanction of British au- 
thority, and the security of British pro- 
tection, whose only right to perpetrate 
these atrocities consisted in a white skin 
and a tyrant’s power. Here was seen 
the humiliating and afflictive spectacle 
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of men, by hundreds of thousands, and 
generation after generation, reduced to 
the lowest point of degradation at which 
our nature can be placed ; without in- 
struction, without a God, without hope, 
without the sanctities of marriage, with 
no domestic tie that was for a moment 
safe from disruption, and to whom, in 
self-justification, their cruel oppressors 
were compelled to deny the attributes 
of our common humanity. But here, 
during the last forty years a change has 
been wrought, as glorious as it is extra- 
ordinary ; such a change as has rarely, 
within the same time, and to the same 
extent, been witnessed by the human 


race ; here benevolence and piety have | 


achieved such a triumph as shall touch 
the heart with joy and rapture to the 
latest ages, when all the glory of our 
fleets and armies shall have faded like a 
flower that has lost for ever its fragrance 
and its beauty. 

A great experiment has been for some 
years in process, in this island espe- 
cially ; for though the West India islands 
in general, as well as other places were 
included in it, this was the principal 
scene of action; an experiment which 
was to prove whether God had, accord- 
ing to the scriptures, “‘ made of one blood 
all nations of men,” or whether there are 
essential distinctions in their intellectual 
and moral capabilities among those who 
bear the human form. It had been pro- 
claimed loudly and long by those who 
claimed the highest right of judging, and 
the best opportunities of deciding, that 
the negro race were essentially and in- 
curably inferior to the other portions of 
mankind, that physical difficulties alto- 
gether insuperable forbade the helpless 
attempt to elevate them to the position 
which white men occupy, and defied the 
power of Christianity to work in them 
any material alteration for the better ; 
that as they were incapable of caring for 
themselves or guiding themselves, as no 
industry could be extracted from them 
without force, as no anticipation of the 
contingencies of human life could induce 
them to make any provision for the future, 
others must, as much for the sake of the 
negroes as their employers, have the 
guidance of them, compel them to in- 
dustrious efforts, and provide for their 
comforts. This was attested by the 
planters, who had known them and 
their habits from generation to gene- 
ration; by captains of slave ships, 
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travellers who had partaken of the hos- 
pitalities of slave owners; and by mili- 
tary and naval officers who had visited, 
or resided in, the slave colonies: ana- 
tomists and physiologists proved this in 
their lectures and disquisitions, and sur- 
pliced theologians announced it as incon- 
trovertible fact, and even declared the 
attempt to Christianize and elevate them 
to be an impious interference with the 
decrees of heaven. .But though only a 
small part of the results of emancipation 
have yet been brought out, though but 
five short years have elapsed since this 
tardy act of justice has been completed, 
never was the solution of a problem in 
which the welfare of millions was con- 
cemed, so completely, so triumphantly 
effected. So far from being contented 
with ignorance, these sons of Africa are 
panting for knowledge, thirsting for edu- 
cation, and making the most strenuous 
efforts to obtain it for themselves and 
their children; a portion of their hard 
earnings is devoted with unparalleled 
zeal and liberality to the erection of 
school-houses and places of worship, 
and to the maintenance of school-mas- 
ters and ministers. Instead of boundless 
immorality resulting from emancipation, 
as was by many confidently predicted, 
crime has become comparatively rare. 
And all the vaticinations of incurable 
indolence, for which there was no remedy 
but the lash, have been succeeded, by 
the fruits of industry apparent in the 
improved habits, increased comforts, and 
liberal charities of the negro population. 
Freehold cottages, surrounded by gar- 
dens in full cultivation, are springing up 
in every direction, and negro villages, 
each with its school-rooms, and _ its 
accommodations for devotional exercises 
or public worship, are spreading over the 
once slaving holding island of Jamaica. 


“ The number of similar settlements that have 
been established since the period of emancipa~ 
tion, and the extent of such freeholds, is almost 
incredible. It is difficult at present to ascertain 
the precise number of either, but on a rough 
calculation the villages can scarcely be estimated 
at fewer than from 150 to 200, or the number of 
acres of land purchased at less than 100,000. 
Equally imperfect must be any general statistics 
respecting them, As nearly as can be ascer- 
tained, the number of heads of families who 
have purchased land is about 10,000, and the 
number of cottages erected about 3,000. The 
amount paid for land thus purchased is esti- 


and the men-stealers of Africa ; by | mated at £70,000, and the value of the houses 
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£100,000, thus making the total cost of land 
purchased by the peasantry in the course of 
four years, and of cottages erected by them, 
£170,000.”—Pp. 228, 229. 


But we cannot do anything like justice 
to that truly wonderful change in the 
condition of the blacks and coloured 
people which is described by Mr. Phil- 
lippo, without referring to the work it- 
self, which we sincerely hope none of 
our readers will fail of perusing for them- 
selves. There is, however, one impor- 
tant consideration that must not be 
overlooked, and that is, that the whole 
of this blessed transformation has been 
accomplished, directly or indirectly, by 
the beneficent operation of Christianity. 
Other influences have been brought to 
bear on it, which our author readily 


admits and describes, such as those aris- | 


ing from the abolition of the slave trade, 
the consequent ameliorations of the slave 
code, the African Society, and the Anti- 
Slavery Society ; but the great moving 
power which set the whole machinery 
in motion, and kept it steadily in action, 
was undoubtedly the gospel of Christ. 


“ Thus it may be said, that the moment the 
missionaries arrived on the shores where slavery 


and its effects existed, did that process com- | 


mence which infallibly led to its utcer extinc- | 


tion, and is now tending to the moral and social | 544 character of society ; refining the habits 


; and awakening the charities of the pupils; 


regeneration of the country.”—P. 428. 


In showing the working of the means 


employed, Mr. Phillippo states the mea- | 


sures which proved so happily effective 
in preparing the slave population for a 
reception of the full benefits of emanci- 
pation. Among these he mentions the 
establishment and operation of schools, 
the circulation of the scriptures and reli- 
gious tracts, the moral influence exerted 
by the missionaries, their efforts for the 
improvement of the temporal condition 
of the people, the peculiar organization 
of their churches, and the instrumentality 
which was thus employed. Speaking of 
education, Mr. Phillippo says,— 


“One of the first acts of missionaries was the 
establishment of schools: and, long before the 
abolition of slavery, these institutions had ex- 
erted a most beneficial influence over the negro 
population, It was chiefly by their influence 
that the long-cherished notion of the mental 
inferiority of the African race was exploded ; 
that they acquired an increased acquaintance 
with the word of God; that they were taught 
to regard themselves as men ; rational, responsi- 
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ble, and immortal beings. More acutely than 
in the days of absolute ignorance did they then 
feel the thraldom by which they were bowed 
down. ‘Their unredressed grievances became 
increasingly palpable, and assumed a dilated 
form. While education had enlarged their 
views, it increased the sensibilities of their 
minds: the ‘iron entered into their souls.’ In 
the meantime the instructions of the mission- 
aries, and the precepts of the gospel, which had 
taken possession of their hearts, enabled them 
to submit to their condition with patience, 
trusting to the British people, under God, for 
that deliverance which they believed to be at 
hand.”—P, 420, 

“Schools contributed in a very considerable 
degree to promote the éemporal interest of the 
people, enabled many of the negro race to find 
their way into public offices, fitted them to be- 
come confidential servants in mercantile estab- 
lishments, to become subordinate managers of 
estates and properties in general, as well as to 
fill other important situations, to which without 
these advantages they could never have aspired. 

“ Nor were the moral results of education less 
conspicuous. It inspired feelings of self-respect 
and self-confidence ; taught the people that 
character was essential; showed them the ad- 
vantages of civilization ; gave them a taste for 
the enjoyment of domestic life, and created a 
reHsh for those pleasures or acquirements which 
stimulate the industry and transform the aspect 


softening their hearts and restraining their 
passions.’—P, 421, 


Besides the living voice of the preacher 


| and his personal labours, the productions 


of the press were actively employed. 


“Every missionary station was in reality, 
besides an educational establishment, a bible 
and tract depdt, whence rays of light con- 
tinually emanated to all the surrounding neigh+ 
bourhood, producing results, the full magnitude 
and importance of which only the day of final 
decision will fully disclose.”—P, 425, 


The personal influence of the mission- 
aries had no small share in contribut- 
ing to the act of emancipation, as well as 
in preparing the negroes for it ; and too 
much importance can scarcely be at- 
tached to their prudent forbearance, 
their wise counsels, and the bold and 
determined stand they finally made when 
affairs were by the planters and their 
adherents pushed to a crisis. 


“The moral influence exerted by the mis- 
sionaries powerfully contributed to the change 
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which has taken place. In so depraved a com- 
munity as that of Jamaica, the very presence of 
such a‘ person was productive of an amount of 
good which can scarcely be estimated. It awak- 
ened many a virtuous youthful association, made 
many an appeal to the conscience, and excited 
many a feeling of self-conviction and self-re- 
proach. To the missionary it was that the 
negro uniformly looked with confidence for sym- 
pathy and redress; while, on the other hand, 
the master feared that by the same agency his 
deeds of darkness would be known and exposed 
to the world. ‘ You have no missionary here to 
listen to your complaints, or to take your part,’ 
was an observation frequently addressed to the 
slave when his task-master wished to perpetrate 
some deed of cruelty and wrong. 

“ Being wholly independent of local influence, 
the missionaries were almost the only indivi- 
duals on the island who dared to interfere be- 
tween the oppressor and the oppressed. Yet in 
no one instance did they thus interfere, until 
compelled by the increasing efforts made to 
frustrate the objects of their mission. When 
they saw the members of their churches pun- 
ished for praying to their Maker; when they 
beheld that accursed system, under which the 
island groaned, aiming to quench the light of 
heaven, to close the avenues to the tree of life, 
and to consign its helpless victims, not only to 
degradation and misery in this world, but to 
everlasting torment in another; then, and not 
till then, did they feel their obligation to at- 
tempt its utter extinction, and resolve never 
to relax in their efforts until their object was 
accomplished, 

“Though from the first they had regarded it 
as their bounden duty to inculcate upon the 
victims of misrule and oppression, obedience to 
the civil authorities, and patient submission to 
their nameless wrongs, yet now impelled by 
justice, humanity, and religion, they fearlessly 
published to the world the atrocities they had 
witnessed, and thus supplied the material by 
which the philanthropists of Britain were en- 
abled to move the nation in their fayour.”— 
Pp. 426, 427. 


The descriptions which, supported by 
statements of facts, Mr. Phillippo gives 
of the fervent piety, the Christian love, 
the benevolence, the zeal, the devoted- 
ness, of the negro converts, are of the 
most affecting kind. Talk of the imper- 
fections of the missionary churches, and 
their members !—to say nothing of the 
allowances that might reasonably be 
made in their extraordinary circum- 
stances—we only wish that these un- 
varnished statements may be perused, 
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—statements made, it must be remem- 
bered, by a most competent witness, of 
unimpeachable veracity, who is probably 
as free from any improper denomina- 
tional bias as any man in Christendom,— 
and we should be much surprised, if, 
whether pastor or member of any Chris- 
tian and evangelical community, the 
warm and pious wish did not arise in the 
heart of every such reader, that our best 
and most prosperous churches had but 
half the life, and love, and self-devotion 
of these children of Africa. Who can 
doubt for a moment, that if all our Chris- 
tian societies in England were imbued 
with the same spirit, and acted on the 
same principles, the whole mass of 
society would soon be the subject of 
a most blessed change. And this, per- 
haps, is one way in which, by a reaction 
of these missionary churches in our 
Christian communities at home, as their 
condition becomes more and more known 
to us, British Christians will be repaid 
for their long and laborious efforts in the 
cause of negro freedom. 

In the former part of the work, Mr. 
Phillippo has devoted some chapters to 
the history of Jamaica from its first dis- 
covery, its natural productions, its geo- 
logy and its scenery, the general state of 
society, and its government ; the latter 
portion is occupied with a view of that 
immense change which has been wrought 
in their condition by the power of Chris- 
tianity, and the effects of emancipation. 
It is embellished with seventeen engray- 
ings, which, though of little intrinsic 
merit, are adapted very pleasingly to 
illustrate the subjects to which they 
refer. The narrative and descriptive 
parts of the volume are often enlivened 
by anecdotes, relating principally to the 
habits and character of the negroes ; and 
we can truly say, that there are few 
volumes of recent publication which 
we have read with equal interest and 
pleasure. 


Dominici Diopati J.C. Neapolitani de Christo 
Grace loquente Exercitatio; qua ostenditur 
Grecam sive Hellenisticam linguam cum 
Judais omnibus tum ipsi adeo Christo Do- 
mino, et Apostolis nativam, ac vernaculum 
fuisse. Neapolitani, 1767. Edited, with 
a preface, by Ortanvo 'T. Doxzsin, L.L.B., 
Trinity College, Dublin, London: Fools- 
cap 8yo. pp. 190. Price 5s. 


Tue design of this essay is to show 
| that the Greck, or Hellenistic language, 
41 
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was the native and vernacular tongue of 
all the Jews in the time of our Lord, and 
therefore of Christ himself and the apos- 
tles. The work will always be interest- 
ing on account of the importance of its 
subject, and the attention it has received 
from the learned. It had become ex- 
tremely scarce, and Mr. Dobbin deserves 
our thanks for republishing it in so cheap 
aform. It is true, an effect contrary to 
that intended by its author seems to 
have been produced by its appearance, 
namely, a very general disposition to go 
to the opposite extreme. It was ex- 
pressly attacked by Ernesti in 1771, by 
De Rossi in 1772, and others since have 
attempted to show that the Jews did 
not speak Greek at all. Much will be 
found in his book which is crude in 
theory, questionable in statement, and 
feeble in argument; but enough remains, 
in the judgment of many eminent scho- 
lars, to form a solid basis for something 
like his conclusion. The following is a 
sketch of Diodati’s argument. 

Egypt, which always had an import- 
ant influence on Palestine, was very 
early imbued with the Greek language. 
Psammeticus, 600 years before Christ, 
introduced great numbers of Greeks into 
Egypt, and encouraged their literature ; 
and this was still more the case under 
the Ptolemies, till at length the writings, 
the coins, and the monumental inscrip- 
tions of Egypt were entirely Greek, 
Syria was colonized extensively by Se- 
leucus Nicator about 800 years before 
Christ, and a vast number of cities were 
built ‘which were inhabited by Greeks. 
This was especially the case in Palestine. 
Alexander the Great, whose aim was 
always to introduce his language with 
his arms, overrun Palestine ; and in the 
year 330 before Christ, expelled the in- 
habitants of Samaria from their country, 
and put Greeks in their stead; and soon 
after his death 70,000 Jews were carried 
by Ptolemy Soter to Alexandria, where 
they were compelled to forego the use 
of their former language ; seventy-seven 
years after which their descendants were 
sent back into Judea, whither they took 
with them the Greek language and a 
decided Hellenic tendency. Accord- 
ingly, under Antiochus the Great and 
his successors, the population of Judea 
had almost deserted their national wor- 
ship, Grecian games were celebrated, 
and it even became common to obliterate 
the national distinction. The inhabitants 
of Samaria formally declared their rejec- 
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tion of the Jewish worship, and consé- 
crated their temple on Mount Gerazim 
to Jupiter. The effect of 190 years of 
Greek dominion was thus to leave but a 
small remnant of their former language. 
But under their Jewish rulers, still 
greater efforts were made to convert 
them into Greeks ; Herod the Great 
built a theatre in Jerusalem, and a large 
amphitheatre in the neighbourhood: as 
far as his influence went, everything 
was Greek. In short, during 300 years, 
the language of Greece had become 
everywhere established, and it is not 
likely that the Jews, who were ever 
prone to adopt what was foreign, and 
with whom so much pains had been 
taken to Hellenize them, should remain 
exceptions. 

Accordingly, in the time of the Mac- 
cabees the Greek had become familiar 
to all classes, as appears from the scene 
in the seventh chapter of the second 
book of Maccabees ; and henceforth 
their literature is entirely Greek, which 
it would not have been if that had 
not been the language of conversation. 
Hence the necessity of the Greek ver- 
sion of the Old Testament scriptures, 
and the fact that the New Testament 
was composed in that language. Add 
to this, that their coins and monuments 
bore Greek inscriptions, and their names 
of places, feasts, titles, buildings, all 
were Greek. Our Lord himself was 
known by the title Christos as by a pre- 
per name, the twelve were called apos- 
tles, and one of them Peter, instead of 
Cephas. And it was the Greek scrip- 
tures, and not the Hebrew, which our 
Lord constantly used. The nature of 
the New Testament dialect is a proof of 
what is contended for. It is a mixture 
of the Greek dialects with words and 
phrases derived from other sources, such 
as would arise from the circumstances 
in which the Jews had been placed ; 
and no better reason can be given wh 
the New Testament writers should have 
employed this, than that it was their 
native tongue. No reason can be as- 
signed why the Chaldee should have 
been spoken, which does not apply 
more strongly to the Greek. The Baby- 
lonish exile, in which they substituted 
Chaldee for their native Hebrew, lasted 
only seventy years ; the Greek dominion, 
190 years, during which Judea was more 
exhausted of its inhabitants, and peopled 
with strangers. It is admitted, that our 
Lord quoted Psalm xxii, in Chaldee, but it 


at 
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is plain the people did not understand 
him. And if, according to Acts xxi., 
Paul spoke in some other language than 
Greek, it is certain the people expected 
to listen to a Greek harangue, and at 
any rate it was not Chaldee, but Hebrew, 
which were far too unlike each other, 
especially in pronunciation at that time, 
to be confounded ; ¢. e. the apostle ad- 
dressed himself to the leaders of the 
people in the ancient Hebrew, as a 
learned language. The Chaldee and 
Syriac words which are met with in the 
New Testament, are among the elements 
of the Hellenistic dialect. 
: Such is an analysis of Diodati’s argu- 
ment. It is sufficient to furnish a strong 
presumption that the Hellenistic Greek 
was a medium of intercourse, of which 
great numbers of the Jews availed them- 
selves. On the other hand it is argued 
that though the ancient Hebrew had 
then ceased to be a living tongue, it is 
evident from the inspired narrative that 
there was a language spoken called He- 
brew, quotations from which are in fact 
quotations from what modern scholars 
eall the Syro-Chaldaic, or Aramean. The 
title placed on the cross by Pilate in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, had evident 
respect to the various classes of readers 
in the community: there was Hebrew 
for the common people of the country, 
Greek for the strangers assembled from 
various parts of Asia and Europe, and 
Latin for the Romans. In Acts i. 19, 
mention is made of a language which 
was to the inhabitants of Jerusalem “ their 
own proper tongue,” and this was neither 
Greek, nor Latin, nor ancient Hebrew ; 
but the word ascribed to it, Aceldama, 
belongs to the Aramaic. The distinction 
between the “ Grecians” and the “‘ He- 
brews,” those who used the Greek lan- 
guage and those who used the Aramean, 
is referred to in subsequent parts of the 
same book. Josephus speaks of his 
countrymen as unable, on account of 
their ignorance of Greek, to compose 
such a book in that language, as his 
Antiquities. It must have been for the 
use of persons who had not a competent 
knowledge of Greek, but who under- 
stood the Svriac, that the ancient Peshito 
Syriac translation of the New Testament 
was made. These and similar statements 
have been made and illustrated by Bri- 
tish and foreign philologists of great 
eminence. 

In many cases, ; 
has pushed his conclusions far beyond 


| written at that time. to th 
it is evident, Diodati | now established theory on the subject, it 
| derives its peculiarities from its being a 
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his arguments. There is no sufficient 
proof that Egypt lost its original language 
at the time referred to. His notion, de- 
rived from Isaac Voss, that the Coptic 
was a jargon made up of Greek and 
Arabic, is sufficiently refuted by subse- 
quent researches. There is no proof 
that the 70,000 Jews placed in Alexan- 
dria disused their own language ; they 
always lived apart, snd were therefore 
less likely to adopt the Alexandrian 
Greek. The conquests of Alexander and 
his successors are not sufficient to ac- 
count for a people’s language being ex- 
tinguished. This has never happened, 
except in cases in which a race has 
become extinct or lost among its con- 
querors. Diodati has signally failed in 
his answer to objections. It is in the 
highest degree unlikely that Paul should 
address the mixed multitude in ancient 
Hebrew ; and it is sufficiently made out 
that by the Hebrew tongue was at that 
time meant the Syrochaldaic or Aramaic 
which was then in use: the word Gab- 
batha, for instance, John xix. 13, which 
is an Aramean word, is called Hebrew ; 
and the dialect spoken in the time of the 
Maccabees is so called by Josephus. 
While, however, it seems plain that 
the Jews did retain their national lan- 
guage in some degree, it is equally cer- 
tain that the Hellenistic Greek was the 
language of courtiers, scholars, and others 
of the more elevated classes of the com- 
munity. In many counties of Wales, 
the educated classes speak English when 
they have occasion to do so; and their 
only literature, worthy the name, is Eng- 
lish ; but the language of general inter- 
course in the country is Welsh. Some- 
thing like this was probably the case, at 
the time referred to, in Palestine. Our 
Lord went about into all parts of Pales- 
tine, into Samaria, into the parts about 
Tyre and Sidon, and conversed freely 
with the inhabitants. He addressed 
great crowds of people in districts 
where the majority must have been 
Hellenistic, and where therefore it is 
probable that he used their language. 
The argument derived from the dialect 
in which the New Testament is writ- 
ten is, we think, of some weight. It is 
not ancient Attic Greek, or of any other 
of the dialects ; it is not the language of 
translation, as is the Seventy ; it is not 
the so called commen dialect which was 
According to the 
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spoken language, the language of the peo- 
le. It contains all the elements which the 
Easton of it would lead us to expect. The 
language spoken in the Grecian armies and 
by the Greek settlers was the colloquial 
Greek of Macedonian, Dorian, Jonian 
states. It is well known, that the collo- 
quial Janguage of all countries, is full of 
the oldest forms both of words and 
phrases ; and very many appearances of 
this kind in the New Testament, which 
have been referred to Hebraisms, are 
nothing else than those ancient forms 
of language which are wont to linger 
among the expressions of the common 
people. The Gospel ef Matthew, it 
is true, was believed by some early 
Christian writers, to have been first writ- 
ten in Hebrew ; but this tradition rests 
on very feeble evidence. Origen could 
find no trace of this Hebrew gospel after 
years of search, and the fragments of 
what has passed for it are widely differ- 
ent from the present gospel of Matthew. 
The internal evidence for the Greek be- 
ing the original outweighs all such tra- 
ditions. It bears every mark of being a 
free composition, and no translation. 
We need not say, that the doctrine of 
inspiration is not touched by this argu- 
ment. The wisdom of God is always 
found to take the simplest and most 
direct methods in carrying out his pur- 
poses. Doubtless, the Spirit of God 
might have dictated the use of any lan- 
guage under heaven, and have so ar- 
ranged by his providence, that all nations 
should come to the knowledge of it ; but 
it was more in accordance with what we 
know of his methods, to direct the sacred 
writers, to declare in their own tongue 
and in that of a vast majority of those to 
whom the gospel was immediately sent, 
the wonderful works of God; and, as 
the literature of that language,—for the 
Hellenistic dialect is essentially Greek,— 
the only literature almost of those ages 
which has reached us, is abundantly co- 
pious, we are thus furnished with ample 
matérials by which to ascertain, with in- 
creasing exactness, in proportion as the 
phenomena of that language become 
more fully known, and the hearts of men 
more candid, what is the mind of the 
Spirit. 
Letters and Biography of Felia Neff, Pro- 
testant Missionary in Switzerland, the 


Department of Isere, and the High Alps. 
Translated from the French of M. Bosr: 


BOST’S BIOGRAPHY OF FELIX NEFF. 


by Marcaret Ann Wyatt, Author of a 
Translation from the German of a Memoir 
of John Huss. London: Seeley and Co. 
Foolscap 8vo. pp. 469. 


Four memoirs of Felix Neff have now 
appeared in this country. The first Was 
Dr. Gilly’s, —a valuable work, though 
somewhat tinged with the episcopalian 
prejudices of the author. That was 
followed by Mr. Ellerby’s,—constructed 
on a different principle, and designed to 
exhibit more fully the spiritual charac- 
teristics of Neff—yet not, upon the 
whole, superior to the elegant production 
of the prebendary of Durham. The in- 
teresting volume issued by the Tract 
Society, “ Life of Felix Neff,” contains 
some details not to be found in the pre- 
ceding memoirs. The book now on our 
table is the fourth and last. It is pro- 
fessedly a translation of a work pub- 
lished last year by M. Bost of Geneva, 
in two volumes 8vo.* M. Bost was in- 
timately acquainted with Neff, and has 
obtained possession of his journals, as 
well as of a great number of letters 
written by him to friends in Switzerland 
and France. They are arranged in 
chronological order, and form a com- 
plete biography, only requiring here and 
there a few words, to serve as connecting 
links to the documents, or explain allu- 
sions which could not be understood b 
readers who were unacquainted with 
the parties. Neff, in fact, writes his 
own life. And what a life it was! 
What a pattern for pastors! Would that 
all Christian ministers were more like 
him, and that the Lord would pour of his 
Spirit upon them, as he did upon this his 
devoted servant, in answer to his un- 
ceasing prayers, and as a reward for his 
singleness of heart ! 

We are told in the title-page of the 
book before us that it is ‘ translated 
from the French.” And so it is: but 
the whole of M. Bost’s work is not 
translated, Neither is it abridged. It 
is mutilated rather than abridged. The 
translator has chosen to leave out entire 
sentences and paragraphs, evidently not 
always for the sake of abbreviation, but 
because the matter omitted was consi- 
dered objectionable. In the selection 


* “Lettres de Félix Neff, Missionaire Protestant 
en Suisse, et dans les Départemens de I’Isére et deg 
Hautes Alpes, Formant, avec quelques Additions, 
la seule Biographie complete qui ait paru sur ce 
Prédicateur. Par A. Bost, Ministre du Saint Eyan- 
gile.” Geneve: pp. 536 & 564. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


of the parts to be omitted, sectarianism 
often betrays itself. Many instances 
might be adduced, but one must suffice. 
Writing to a friend, Neff says, “I know 
that the Christian, strictly speaking, has 
a right to separate from any heretical 
church, even though while remaining 
with its pale he should not be com- 
pelled to deny the truth.”—Page 286. 
He adds, “‘ The case is sometimes diffi- 
cult, and other persons may think he 
ought toseparate. | have passed through 
all this. J know also that the baptist 
system may be as easily defended, and 
even easier, than the contrary opinion.” 
— Bost, ii. 169. These sentences are 
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omitted by the translator, and for obvious 
reasons. Pzedobaptists were not to be 
told that Neff felt the force of baptist 
arguments. But is this just or honour- 
able ? 

It is not likely that the respectable 
publishers were fully aware of the 
manner in which this work was prepared 
for the press. We trust that they will 
do justice to M. Bost, and either furnish 
the British public with an exact transla- 
tion of his very valuable volumes, or with 
a fair abridgment. We shall then be 
prepared to recommend every church in 
the kingdom to purchase a copy, and 
place it in the pastor’s library. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


‘“H KAINH AIA@HKH. The New Testament. 
Consisting of the Greek Text of Scholz, with 
the Readings, both textual and marginal, of 
Griesbach ; and the variations of the editions 
of Stephens, 1550; Beza, 1598; and the 

vir, 1633. With the English Authorized 
Version, and its Marginal Renderings. Lon- 
don: Foolscap 8yo. pp. 624, Price 8s. Cloth. 


For common use, students of the Greek Tes- 
tament will find this a very convenient edition. 
The text of Dr. Scholz, one of the professors in 
the university of Bonn, whose collation is more 
recent than that of Griesbach and founded on a 
different system of recensions, is preferred to 
any other by many eminent biblical critics. 
This text, in paragraphs conformable to those 
of Bengel, with figures indicating the verses but 
without breaks, is given in a bold, legible type. 
By its side, in a smaller type and narrower 
column, is the common English version, in 
corresponding paragraphs. At the foot of each 
page are notes in a still smaller letter, showing 
the variations between Scholz’s text, and that 
of Griesbach’s Manual ; all those readings of the 
yalue of which Griesbach expresses any judg- 
ment; the variations of Stephens, Beza, and 
the textus receptus ; and the marginal renderings 
of what is called the authorized English transla- 
tion. The volume is neat and portable; though 
it will be seen from this brief description that 
it is comprehensive. 


Immanuel: or, God with us. A series of Lec- 
tures on the Divinity and Humanity of our 
Lord: as well as on his Descent into Hell, 
Resurrection, Ascension, and Second Advent. 
By Ricuarp Briycsam, jun., W.A., Curate 
of Trinity Church, Gosport London: 8vo. 
pp. 410. Price 10s. 6d. cloth. 


The author pleads, in extenuation of blem- 
ishes, the necessity under which he laboured of 


writing his book peace-meal and incidentally, 
“amid the daily routine of scholastic business 
and clerical duties ;” but calls to recollection 
cases in which excellent works have been pro- 
duced under disadvantageous circumstances. 
“Scott, for instance,” he observes, “ compiled 
his voluminous commentary surrounded by the 
prattle of his children, and sometimes with a 
baby on his knee: and my learned ancestor, 
amid the duties of a rural parish, and the cares 
of a numerous family, in very straitened circum- 
stances, without books of his own, and at some 
little distance from a library, and that not the 
best of its kind, cortrived to read and digest 
some hundreds of ponderous folios, besides con- 
sulting a thousand minor volumes, and produced 
at the end of twenty years of incessant toil, 
a work of immense value, and destined to last 
as long as the church shall endure, whose anti- 
quities he has recorded, for the use and comfort 
of the latest posterity.” Hence the inference 
may be fairly drawn, that the voluntary princi- 
ple is not the only principle under which learned 
aud laborious men endure privations. Mr. Bing- 
ham’s performance, however, requires no apolo- 

: it would have been highly creditable to 
ae had he enjoyed every facility he could de- 
sire. In reading the earlier portions of it we 
felt some displeasure at the occurrence of some 
phraseology not to our taste, and of language in 
reference to the “héretics” whose errors he 
refutes which must appear to them to savour of 
contempt and hatred. But the work has seemed 
to improve as we proceeded, It is the produc- 
tion of a thoughtful and independent mind, pos- 
sessing considerable attainments, and very con- 
yersant with gospel doctrine, It contains able 
discussions of several important subjects, and 
expositions of difficult passages of scripture, 
We do not coincide with the author in all the 
opinions he has expressed ; but he has produced 
a book of real value. 
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Fisher’s Drawing Room Scrap Book, for 1844. 
By the Author of “ The Women of England. 
Price One Guinea. 


The paper covering in which each copy is 
carefully invested being removed, you discern a 
quarto volume, about an inch in thickness, ele- 
gantly bound, with a profusion of gilt orna- 
ments, including profiles of the queen and her 
royal consort. After exercising your skill upon 
the question whether it be in truth purple mor- 
rocco that is before you, or something less costly 
but of similar aspect, you open the book, and 
lo! Mrs. Ellis herself, not gazing at you exactly, 
but looking as though conscious that you are 
gazing at her, and ready to welcome you to the 
entertainment she has prepared. Opposite is a 
delicate vignette showing part of the gardens of 
the seraglio at Constantinople. Turning over a 
leaf, you come within sight of a short and 
modest preface, which however you pass over 
for the present, and proceed to inspect the 
plates, thirty-four in number, that remain to 
be examined. Among these, you find portraits 
of the queen of France, the queen dowager of 
England, the duke of Sussex, the lord lieuten- 
ant of Ireland, and prince Talleyrand, land- 
scapes, castles, and magnificent buildings in 
different quarters of the globe, with fancy pieces 
of various kinds. You at length pronounce your 
judgment—for, in such a case, every looker on 
is a critic—and if that judgment concur with 
ours, which it most probably will, it will be that 
none of the preceding volumes brought out 
under the same auspices has been equal to 
the present; the plates being at least as 
exquisitely finished as those of last year, 
and the poetical accompaniments decidedly 
superior, 


The Juvenile Scrap Book. By the Author of 
“ The Women of England,” 1844. London : 
8vo. Price 8s, 


Whether it be that Mrs. Ellis improves by 
practice, or that as we advance in years we are 
becoming more easy to please, or that the lady’s 
countenance as exhibited in the work just 
noticed has predisposed us favourably towards 
her performances, thus illustrating the wisdom of 
of that regulation which required the ancient 
Areopagite to exercise their judicial functions 
in the dark,—whatever may be .the cause, the 
fact is that in this case also it appears to us that 
though the Juvenile Scrap Book for 1843 was 
good, that for 1844 is better. If it be true, 
according to the editor’s statement in the pre- 
face, that “to admire is one of the happiest 
Sensations we are permitted to enjoy on earth,” 
she may be congratulated on the certain result 
of her labours, for it cannot be doubted that the 
young persons, for whom these sixteen engravings 
and the well written stories hy which they are 
illustrated are designed, will admire them. The 
publishers also will find, we doubt not, that the 
admiration of uncles, aunts, and other kind 
hearted personages, who wish to purchase the 
book for presentation, will be excited by the 
fact, that considering the style of elegance per- 
vading it, the price is wonderfully low. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Influence of Aristocracies on the Revolu- 
tions of Nations ; considered in relation to the 
Present Circumstances of the British Empire. 
By James J. Macintyre. London: 8vo. 
pp. 448. Price 14s. 


The repeal of all taxes on food, the reduction 
of taxation generally, and the diminution of 
aristocratic influence, are, in this author’s judg- 
ment, indispensable to the safety of the nation. 
He has accumulated a great deal of historical 
and statistical information, which he applies to 
the enforcement of his opinions, Roman, Span- 
ish, French, and English history, are laid under 
contribution, and a general view is taken of the 
existing institutions of Russia and America, 
and the position of these and other countries in 
reference to Britain. He illustrates the rise and 
progress of British aristocratic power, analyzes 
its character, and traces its effects; showing 
that it checks the bounty of nature, restrains 
the commercial intercourse of nations, and ob- 
structs improvements at home. His design is 
to advocate the interests of the poorer classes, 
and warn our wealthy nobles of the inevitable 
consequences of the course they are pursuing. 
He writes with ability and seriousness, and dis- 
plays as much calmness as it is reasonable to ex- 
pect from one deeply in earnest in discussing 
these subjects at a crisis when, if his views are 
correct, “ the distressed and attenuated artisans 
of the manufacturing districts consider the 
dominant party as inimical to their very ex- 
istence, and no longer cry to it for help, but 
bear, with the resigned patience of despair, their 
destitution and miseries.” 


Letters on Puritanism and Nonconformity. By 
Sir Joun Bickerton Wrutrams, Knt., 
LLD., F.S.A. London: Fscp. 8vo. pp. 
174. Price 3s. 6d, 


The name of the highly respected author is a 
sufficient guarantee for the book. We trust it 
will be extensively circulated. It is worthy of 
him, and the subject to which it refers deserves to 
be generally studied. “The puritans and non- 
conformists,” he justly remarks, “ were, as a 
body, eminently devout and religious persons ; 
the consequence, in a great measure, of their 
singular diligence in the more retired and ‘ closet? 
exercises of piety. In Mrs. Hutchinson’s graphic 
delineation you see the contrast their habits 
and deportment presented to those of their un- 
ceasing revilers. And the more you acquaint 
yourself with their history, the more clearly 
will you perceive what patterns they were of 
Christian devotedness. Intent upon ‘ salvation,’ 
eternal realities filled their minds. The Lord's 
day, and the ordinances of his house, were their 
delight, They spent a considerable portion of 
their time in watching their thoughts ; in study- 
ing themselves; and they kept their hearts 
‘with all diligence.’ Instead of censuring and 
unchurching all around them, they looked 
within, They read, and they meditated, and 
they wrote much; and in providing for the 
spiritual welfare of their families they have 
never been surpassed. They were giants in 
understanding ; men of solid attainments, and 
well established in the faith.” 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The British Church, and other Poems. By the 
Rev. D. J. Waucu, A-B. London: post 
8vo. pp. 136. Price 3s. 6d. 


The object of the poet’s admiration is thus 
described :— 


“But see! invisible to mortal eye, 

A nation’s temple ’stablish’d I desery ! 

In beauteous ranks its shining turrets gleam, 

Like those which rose by vision’d Chebar’s 

stream!” 

All men, however, do not possess equal dis- 
crimination : 

“There be, who to thy sacred fires object, 

And horrid rage against thy walls direct ; 

Whose jaundic’d vision, (shrouded from thy blaze 

Sees imperfection in thy shining face ; 

So the keen glance of philosophic eye 

Spots in the sun’s bright mirror can descry, 

Who peerless still, undimm’d by all they say, 

Moves on, majestic monarch of the day.” 

The vision of some of our friends being too 
much affected in this way to derive any advan- 
tage from prescriptions in prose, perhaps they 
will try the effect of the author’s poetry. He 
appears to be a good man, and quite in earnest. 


Exposition 4 Hebrews XI.; as setting forth the 
i 


ature, Discoveries, and Effects of Faith. 
By an Indian Layman. London: 12mo. 
pp. 216. 


The meditations on the eleventh chapter of 
the epistle to the Hebrews contained in this 
volume, are evidently the product of a cultivated 
mind under the influence of devout feelings. 
The writer is a member of the church of Eng- 
land, but there is nothing sectarian in his spirit ; 
and, though in some points we perceive that his 
views do not accord with our own, we can cor- 
dially recommend his work to Christians of 
every denomination, as a book adapted to 
cherish faith and prepare the heart for devo- 
tional exercises. 


Lectures on Popery, delivered at All Saints, 
Leicester, on Wednesday Evenings in June, 
1842. By the Rev. Joun Owen, Curate of 
Gaddesby and Thrussington, Leicestershire. 
London: 12mo, pp. 159. Price 3s. 

In these lectures, which are at once concise, 
comprehensive, and clear, popery is proved to be 
a system of tradition, fraud, idolatry, supersti- 
tion, intolerance, and heathenism. We are very 
happy to find a minister of the church of Eng- 
ee aterng such sentiments as these :—“ Our 
altar, our priest, our sacrifice, our intercessor, 
the throne which we are to approach, they are 
all in heaven; the place to which all Christians 
throughout the world are to turn their atten- 
tion: and God has not appointed (whatever an 
erring and a deluded church may have done) 
either an altar, or a priest, or a sacrifice on 
earth.” .. . “ According to the nature of the 
priesthood under the gospel, the humblest lay- 
man, being a Christian, is as much a priest as 
any archbishop, or as the pope of Rome himself, 


lonedia of Biblical Literature. By Joun 
reo, ‘wehitor of “ The Pictorial Bible,” §c. 
&c. Assisted by various able Scholars and 
‘Divines. Parts VII. and VIII. Edinburgh : 
A. and C. Black. 8vo. pp. 160. 


A highly respectable list of contributors: to 
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tion. It is one consequence of the diversified 
authorship that the contributions should differ 
both as to Ciaws and tone of sentiment. An 
Englishman might have been found who would 
have written on Ecclesiastes much more satis- 
factorily than Dr. Hengstenberg has done; but 
the value of the work is greatly enhanced by 
the arrangement which enables the reader to 
ascertain, in the most important articles, whose 
opinion it is that he is receiving. 

Family Prayers, for one Month, by Various 
Clergymen. Arranged and edited by the Rev. 
Cuarvtes Hopeson, M.A., Rector of Bar 
ton-le- Street, Yorkshire. London: 12mo, pp. 
264. Price 5s. 


The editor states that these prayers have been 
kindly contributed by their respective authors, 
to assist in supplying the necessary means for 
the erection of a new school-room in the parish 
of Barton-le-Street. They are adapted exclu- 
sively for members of the established church, 
according in every respect with its doctrines 
and formularies, as interpreted by the more 
evangelical ministers of that community. 


The Dove Iron Steam Schooner (Fitted with 
Smith’s Screw Propeller) building by Mr, 
Laird for the Baptist Missionary Society, to 
be employed on the Coast of Western Africa. 


Our readers have seen in the October Mis- 
sionary Herald a picture and full description of 
this vessel. That which is now before us is on 
a large sheet of thick paper, and has been litho- 
graphed at the expense of the builder. He has 
kindly presented some copies to the Society, 
one of which may be obtained in Paternoster 
Row for half-a-crown. 


The three Questions: What am I? Whence 
came I? Whither do I go? London: D. and 
A. Macmillan. 18mo, pp. 119. 


Having been formerly inclined to infidelity, 
the author writes for the benefit of young men, 
who, if not avowedly sceptical, are yet wavering 
and undecided in their religious opinions; show- 
ing that the oracles of God furnish answers to 
the most momentous subjects of inquiry on 
which the human mind can be occu pied, 


The Philosophy of Training ; with Suggestions 
on the Necessity of Normal Schools for 
Teachers to the Wealthier Classes, and Stric- 
tures on the Prevailing Mode of Teaching 
Languages. By A. R. Craie, Barford 
Street Institution, Islington, late Classical 
Master in Glasgow Normal Seminary, Pri- 
vate Department, London: D, and A, Mac- 
millan, 18mo, pp. 92. 


Persons engaged professionally in education 
are those to whom we are most inclined to com- 
mend this volume; and they will find in it, we 
think, some things that they have read else- 
where, some things that they will disapprove, 
and some things that will repay them for its 


perusal. 

The Sepulchre of Lazarus, Recollections of 
Scotland, and other Poems. By Saran H, 
Mocxiton. London: Saunders and Otley. 

8yo. pp. 135. 


Paper, excellent; type, beautiful; poetry, so 


this work appears on the wrapper of this por- 80. 
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Steill’s Pictorial Spelling and Reading Assist- 
ant. London: 12mo. pp. 120. Price 1s. 6d. 


The distinctive quality of this spelling assist- 
ant is the number and character of its cuts, 
which are designed to instruct as well as to 
interest the learner. It is not however suffi- 
ciently easy for a first book: it is intended to 
succeed “ Steill’s Pictorial Spelling Book,” and 
to prepare the young student for other portions 
of an announced series. 


The Baptismal Regeneration Controversy, con- 
sidered in Five Lectures delivered in 1843, at 
the New School Rooms, Queen Street, Wool- 
wich, by the Rev. CHARLES Stove. Lon- 
don: 8vo. pp. 231. Price 63, 


Through some accident, it was not till a few 
days ago that a copy of this work reached us. 
We merely announce it therefore now, not hav- 
ing had as yet opportunity to ascertain its pur- 
port and merits. 


Almanacks and Pocket Books for 1844. 


It is now so common to purchase a work of 
this kind at this season of the year, and the per- 
plexity arising from a superabundant choice is 
so generally felt, that it is probable that to 
many of our readers we shall be rendering an 
acceptable service, if we describe briefly a few 
that have come within our notice. 


Gutch’s Literary and Scientific Register and 
Almanack, price 3s. 6d. bound, with a tuck, is a 
miniature encyclopedia. In addition to such 
matters as we expect to find in all the larger 
almanacks, there is condensed into 230 pages a 
large mass of information relating to acoustics, 
aérial phenomena, agriculture, anatomy, astro- 
nomy, architecture, chemistry, gardening, geo- 
graphy, hydraulics, mathematics, mensuration, 
mechanics, natural history, optics, pathology, 
phrenology, physiology, statistics, and thera- 
peutics, In drawing up the articles on these 
and other subjects, it is evident that a laudable 
attention has been given to scientific accuracy. 


The Christian Lady's Diary, or Evangelical 
Museum, bound also in roan with a tuck, price 
2s. 6d., is embellished with a portrait of Mr. 
Moffat, and several small landscapes. Two pages 
for memorandums are allowed for each week, 
and a text of scripture assigned to each day. 
Among other appendices there is a list of 
churches and chapels where the gospel is reputed 
to be preached, in and near London, with the 
names of the ministers, and a list of weekly 
lectures. In these, as might be expected from 
the great difficulty of obtaining such statistics, 
we have found some inaccuracies, The Chris- 
tian Remembrancer is of the same size, price, 
and general plan, but not intended exclusively 
for ladies, though for them chiefly we suppose 
its contents were selected. The Gem, or seful 
Pocket Book, price 1s. 6d., is smaller, and is 
adapted to co of either sex, who wish to 
carry with them the means of recording engage- 
ments and cash accounts. 


The Christian Almanack, published by the 
Tract Society, is certainly a cheap shillings- 
worth. Glenny’s Garden Almanack and Flo- 
rist’s Directory, of the same size and price, 
containing directions for the management of an 
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amateur’s garden, lists of articles of every kind 
for cultivation, lists of nursery men, and refer- 
ences to peculiarities of their stocks, will be to 
many of our distant friends a treasure, and cause 
some citizens to sigh for pleasures which are, 
alas! beyond their reach. There is a verse in 
Virgil’s Georgics just applicable to the case of 
our country brethren (sua si bona norint), but 
we must hasten on. Tvlt’s Pocket Almanack, 
in cloth, gilt, price ninepence, occupies but little 
room; and Yilt’s Miniature Almanack, price 
sixpence, carries diminutiveness to perfection. 
There are besides, The Tract Society's Penny 
Almanack, and Poor Richard’s Almanack, and 
the Sunday Almanack, price twopence, which is 
designed for those who worship where the epis- 
copally appointed lessons for the day are read. 
Finally, there are before us several Sheet Al- 
manacks: the Tract Society’s, with its usual 
assortment of texts; the MWational Almanack, 
distinguishing the Sundays by their ecclesiasti- 
cal appellations; the Paragon Almanack and 
Tilt’s Useful Almanack, the former of which 
might be inserted in a large quarto volume, and 
the latter in a small quarto; and, last and least, 
a circular calendar, price one penny, called 
Tilt’s Hat Almanack. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


On Seeing Him who is Invisible. A Sermon, 
occasioned by the death of the Rev. JoHn Foster, 
late of Stapleton, near Bristol, preached at Broad- 
mead, Bristol, October 22nd, 1843. By THomas S. 
Crisp. London: 8vo. pp. 40. Price 1s. 6d. 


Sabbath Evening Readings. Second Series. 
the Rey. Denis KELty, M.A., Minister 
Church, St. Bride’s, London. 
4s. 6d. 


._ BY 
of Trinity 
12mo. pp. 316. Price 


Second Causes: or, Up and Be Doing. By C#ar- 
LoTTE ExtzaBeTH. Dublin: Foolscap 8vo, pp. 190. 
Price 3s. 6d. 


Saving Faith, as laid down in the Word of God, 
and maintained in Confessions of the Reformed 
Churches. Being a Series of Works by the following 
Authors:—Joun ANDERSON, D.D., S.T.P., United 
States, Rev. EBENEZER ERSKINE of Stirling, Rev. 
WiturAm Cupworts of Warwick. Binburgh: John- 
stone. Foolscap 8vo. pp. 258. 


The Trial of the Spirits : or, Popery Brought to the 
Scripture Test. The Substance of Two Sermons, 
preached at Hanover Chapel, Walworth. To which 
are appended, Instructive Notes Relative to the 
Errors of the Present Day. With an Epistle Ad- 
monitory to the Rey. Dr. Pusey. By H. L. Poppr- 
WELL, Author of the “ Christian Family's Assistant.” 
London: 8vo. pp. 40. Price 1s, 


An Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer. By Joun 
Cavin. Translated from the Latin. London: 18mo. 
pp. 32. Price 6d. 


The Eclectic Review. November, 1843. London: 


Ward and Co, 
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THE BAPTIST CHURCHES IN THE UNITED EMPIRE, 
As enumerated in the Annual Report of the Baptist Union, 1843; with the Addition of Churches 
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Hidinburgh <........---20cescses eoneree covees GN Slee icteley, By scceregee usa pe cates amen ios gl! 
Bila igs cocnenasovadeedsadisas~ea-eveesires Bab Sire 2 xdessenen en ncheerroror= 3 
BEG a oe og sha eon stelaemie Pant crete ednewsees 10 
IRELAND. 
Antrim, Ulster .........--c:seeeceeeeereeeeers 3 | Mayo, Connaught «..........:eseeeceeseseeees ] 
Cork, Munster..........0.--ec0-seccececeerseee 2 | Monaghan, Ulster ..........:--:0eeereeeeeeees ] 
Derry, Ulstar......... -:sseseeeeeeere eee taxon 2 | Queen’s County, Leinster ...........-..+++ 1 
Donegal, Ulster ......---.::---+0eeeeeeeeeeees 1 | Roscommon, Connaught........-..-.+2.- ++ 2 
Down, Ulster .........-012+ ceeereeeceeerceees 1 | Sligo, Connanight.........02:seeeeeseeernerees 38 
Dublin, Leinster ..........+2s0eee-eeeereeeee es 1 | Tipperary, Munster.........:.+0++esseeeeeeees 1 
AA eee ses nies eqn teananon ones senderome 1 | Tyrone, Ulster..... ....2---seseereeseeeeeteees 9 
King’s County, Leinster.........-.---++-+-- 1 | Waterford, Munster ...........:0-:sseeeeee 1 
Limerick, Munster ........--2+--++s++1s+000+ 2 | Westmeath, Leinster .. .......0--s0ceeeeeees r] 
Number of Baptist Churches in England........-...----+ ane 1314 
IW alee 2 25 eet ents. sa se dese. 261 
Soatland!. \ oscashelsaaerat=c execs 73 
Proland*, tues doderacsbe-o> se 29° 36 
Total number of Baptist Churches in the three kingdoms ...... 1684 j 
K 
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OFFICERS OF OUR PRINCIPAL DENOMINATIONAL SOCIETIES. 


December, 1843. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, . . William Brodie Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
Secretary, . . Rev. Joseph Angus, A.M., 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 
Collector, . . Mr. Boulton, 44, Essex Street, Strand. 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, . . J. R. Bousfield, Esq., 29, Finsbury Square. 
Secretary, . . Rev. Joshua Stephen Davis, 16, Hemingford Terrace, Islington. 
Collector, . . Mr. W. Parnell, 26, Kingsland Crescent, Kingsland Road. 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, . . R. Stock, Esq., 1, Maddox Street. 
Secretary, . . Rev. Samuel Green, 61, Queen’s Row, Walworth. 
Collector, . . Mr, Kendrick, Took’s Court, Chancery Lane. 


BAPTIST CONTINENTAL AID SOCIETY. 
Treasurer, . . George Morton, Esq., Leeds, 
Secretary, . . James Richardson, Esq., Leeds. 
BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR SCOTLAND. 


Treasurer, . . H.D. Dickie, Esq., 2, Newington Place, Edinburgh. 
Secretary, . . Rey. J. A. Haldane, 34, Drummond Place, Edinburgh. 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, . . J. Allen, Esq., Brixton. 
Secretary, . . Rev. Edward Steane, D.D., Camberwell. 
Travelling Agent, Rev. G. Francies, 63, Walnut Tree Walk, Kennington Road. 


BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 


Treasurer, . . Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Shooter’s Hill. 

Secretary, . . Rev. Charles Stovel, 5, Stebon Terrace, Philpot Street East. 
Solicitor, . . W. Paxon, Esq., 9, Gray’s Inn Terrace. 

Collector, . . Rev. C, Woollacott, 31, Gloucester Street, Queen’s Square. 


BATH SOCIETY FOR AGED MINISTERS. 
Treasurer, . . J. L, Phillips, Esq., Melksham, Wilts. 
Secretary, . . Rev. Joshua Russell, Melksham, Wilts. 
BAPTIST UNION. 


Treasurer, . . James Low, Esq., 30, Gracechurch Street. 
Secretaries,. . Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D., Stepney College. 

Rev. E. Steane, D.D., Champion Park, Camberwell, 
eee Rev. J. H. Hinton, A.M., 6, Finsbury Terrace, City Road. 
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BAPTIST FUND. 
Treasurers, . . Joseph Gutteridge, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
W. B. Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
—_—_—- W. L. Smith, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
Secretary, . . . W. Paxon, Esq., 9, Gray's Inn Terrace. | 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 


Treasurer, - - + dohn Penny, Esq., Scotland Yard, Westminster. 
Editor, . . . . Rey. W. Groser, 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 


SELECTION OF HYMNS. 
Treasurer and Secretary, A. Saunders, Esq., 170, Regent Street. 


BOARD OF BAPTIST MINISTERS IN AND NEAR LONDON AND WESTMINSTER. 
Secretary, . . . Rey. W. Groser, 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 


BRISTOL COLLEGE. 
Theological Tutor, Rey. T. S. Crisp, Stoke’s Croft, Bristol. 
Classical Tutor, . Rey. Edward Huxtable. 
Treasurer, . . . R. Leonard, Esq., Bristol. 
Secretary, . . — Ashmead, Esq. 


BRADFORD COLLEGE. 


Theological Tutor, Rev. James Acworth, A.M., Little Horton, Bradiord. 
Classical Tutor, . Rev. Francis Clowes, Manningham Road, Bradford. 
Treasurer, . . . W. Murgatroyd, Esq., Bradford. 

Secretaries, . . Rev. Henry Dowson, Bradford. 

—. Thomas Aked, Esq., Bradford. 


STEPNEY COLLEGE. 


Theological Tutor, Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D., Stepney. 
Classical and Mathematical Tutor, Rev. S. Tomkins, A.M., Stepney. 
Philosophical Tutor, Rev. F. W. Gotch, A.M., Stepney. 
Treasurer, . . . W.B. Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill, Camberwell. 

Rey. Joseph Angus, A.M., 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 
. . . Rey. Samuel Brawn, Loughton, Essex. 
Collector, . . . Mr. W. Parnell, 26, Kingsland Crescent, Kingsland Road. 


Secretaries, 


PONTYPOOL COLLEGE, 


Theological Tutor, Rev. Thomas Thomas, Pontypool, Monmouthshire. 
Classical Tutor, . Rev. George Thomas, Pontypool, 
W. W. Phillips, Esq., Pontymoil, Pontypool. 
Rey. Stephen Price, Abersychan. 
Isaac Hiley, Esq., Varteg. 
ACCRINGION COLLEGE. 


Theological Tutor, Rev. D. Griffiths, Accrington, Lancashire. 
Classical Tutor, . Rev. J. Harbottle, Accrington. 

Rey. I. Dawson, Bacup, Lancashire. 

Mr. R. Ward, Cloughfold, Lancashire. 


Treasurer, « 
Secretaries, 


Treasurer, - «+ + 
Secretary, - + + 
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Shooter’s Hill. 


Treasurer, 
Rev. J. M. Cramp, A.M., Hastings, Sussex. 


Secretary, - 
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MINISTERS OF THE LONDON BAPTIST BOARD, 


Constituting one Section of the General Body of Dissenting Ministers of the Three Se phe -s e : 
in and about the cities of London and Westminster; with the date of the year when eac 
Member of the General Body, and their Addresses per post. 


eaten 1838 ...... 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 

Pies ene a els ae TSSGices=s- Blandford Cottage, 28, Alpha Road. 

S26 rect Loughton, Essex. 

L836 <..:.. Hampstead. 

TESS cess 6, Northampton Square. 

1843 ....0. Princes Street, Stamford Street. 

ES eee cee Hackney. 

1839 «ce... 11, Wellington Road, Stoke Newington, 
Curtis, Daniel ...... siseeaase sautetvevee 1839) cece 22, Brooksby’s Walk, Homerton. 
Davyies,-S. Dscesccsese s aslhnaceyeeeoeene IS88x cnc Tottenham. ; 
Dawisni Osos ame nee eee LSS 7 iacsese 16, Hemingford Terrace, Islington. 
Wiekerson, Philipt.cesessscetereests UGB Pe Be. 69, Greenfield Street, Commercial Road East. 
Do veysm Walliams esceneecraeeee LSB eeacee 3, Fort Place, Grange Road. 
PillioGeyy Witllisincgesere.tecseteeeacrees 1849 sec 9, Derby Street, Argyll Square, New Road. 
Francies, George.........sssesneeseese 1838 ...... 63, Walnut Tree Walk, Kennington Road. 
(Erasers Witux hy were et se secen LSAS ee 8, Kennington Lane, Vauxhall. 
Bier WA Gi ston acteureceeee ae TSA Lreestes 29, Saville Place, Mile End Road. 
Goodrichy Jammer ccna eee 1843 ...... 156, Oxford Street, 
Gotchehs Wr, Asse yee. eeeee ISA pase Stepney College. 
Green, Samuel............ 1835 ...... 61, Queen’s Row, Walworth. 


Croserym\\illiniieetc esas seceeee Coe 1840 ...... 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 

Gundry, Jonathan.............cc000.. 1884.3 ce Hendon. 

lanmond, Biv Kip ccsnsuccseeeeo trace URS Apes 21, Pembroke Place, Vauxhall Bridge Road. 
iBiinton, ab EL. Ay Mies. ce eee USSR eckas 6, Finsbury Terrace, City Road. 

Jones, John Andrew .....seccseeee.. TSSG6: cave 65, Buttesland Street, Hoxton, 

Katterme, Daniell ueccsemeeetette. ed ee Hammersmith. 

Kingsford, John.........scccrsceseee LOR a. 29, Crosby Hall Chambers, Bishopsgate Street. 
dheaNtatre Ry Gabe. eee ene S88 ics Horseley Street, Walworth, 

Lewis, Benjamin <..thssreeeces USBRY kee 56, Trinity Square, Borough, 

Miall, William .......... Siantevesk nets ROW tee 7, Mayfield Place, Dalston. 

iMioore; vim oth viene saneeeeeereetereee L8S8 coe. 19, Shakspeare’s Walk, Shadwell. 

NATL Willey ely TOBY A ee SS enc Stepney College. 

INortony, Wallin... seater ee LSBs peeee Rose Cottage, Dalston, 

Wverburygitts: Wieser tas erence L885 aise 5, Wakefield Street, Regent Square, 

Peacock, Joh ..\.cc.teoerat TeSS ae 7, Owen’s Row, St. John’s Street Road, 
POWELL MUhOmAs: eremtee ct gare ee Res F pa ere Peckham. 

Pritchard, George............0s..66. USivewesese 4, York Place, Pentonville, 

Rothery, JOSEPH cee ccckec eee URS re a 6, Ashford Street, Hoxton. 

SETS COn Ui ESeeaeeee eee eee eee T800) ccec.c Acacia Cottage, Percy Cross, Fulham Road. 
MUUCH AMOR ape tiay eter senee aceon 1842 ...... 5, Brunswick Terrace, Trinity Street, Southwark. 
Moule sel Viceeeesce ss Seana 1838 ...... Battersea, 

Steane, Edward, D.D................ TO 2de Forces Camberwell. 

Stovel, Charles i csc..siccuemnee 1882 ssa: 5, Stebon Terrace, Philpot Street East. 
Tomkins, Samuel, A.M............. 1828 ..cs. Stepney College, 

Upton, James......ccccreovcscerrese, Be ST AG 48, Cotton Street, Poplar. 

NEES LESS wrrecem tre mt 1842"... Hampstead. 

Williams, William...........0.... Reta Roh AC i 15, Frederick Street, Regent’s Park. 
Woollacott, Christopher .......,..., URSA oa 31, Gloucester Street, Queen’s Square. 

Wyard, G.... ANSE OCHO Ue LS ao eee. 22, Harrington Street North, Hampstead Road, 
Young, Williamvnts ince torent TO28 eee 1, Grove Place, Upper Grange Rd., Bermondsey. 
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Income and Expenpirere of the principal Public Institutions connected with the Baptist 
Denomination during the year ending April, 1843. 


From the Report of the Baptist Union. 


MISSIONS. 
S 
SOCIETIES. Formed. Income. Expenditure. 
Baptist Missionary Society .................. 1792 o1i9e 3 10* | 27 369 3 rn 
Baptist Home Missionary Society ......... 1797 4743 3.7 5,270 1 4 
Baptist Irish Society....1.....00.2000.00-00+- i814 | 2313 14 1 | 2942 6 3 
General Baptist Missionary Society......... 1816 UE RIGM ee 1B) 1,489 4 7 
Scottish Home Missionary oe eee 1826 : 
Baptist Colonial Society ....:...-...........- 1836 a8, 0) 370-21 
Bible Translation Society..................... 1840 3,312 19° 0 3,425 3 8 
| COLLEGES. 
| — 
| PLACES. Founded., Sa Receipts. Expenditure. 
t- ee eaneennent 
| f S55 d- ££ 8 de 
PR CEYIBOLOB 86. nn cee cdnn cnzetee veer 1841 8 336 16 6 325 8 0 
— pe ene re ar ba os ane °. z vie LW 
CELL eee cee ier eae ae fi 199" 0" 6 
Haverfordwest ....--escsceeseeee-- 1841 9 WY 1.4 7} 60 eu 
Loughborough ........0..----020+++ 1798 ihe 422 15 1 379 4 9 
Ponty POG cca --- se anconesenearne-> 1807 20 661 9 3 792 16 5 
SLEDUOY «..cccs<-onescaeessover= cones 1810 26 1,626 10 3 1,810 17 7 


MISCELLANEOUS SOCIETIES. 


societies. | Founded. Objects. Receipts. Expenditure. 


bw yg Education of Ministers, 


Baptist Fund... 
Assistance of Poor 


| Churches, &c. ......... 2,483 2 7 2,526 10 10 

Baptist Magazine} 1809 Relief of Ministers’ Wi- 
OWS ics gta rere varices ess \\aeatnnce a aaedltndsse a 186 0 0 

Bath Society ...| 1816 | Support of Superannu- 
ated Ministers .....-... 598 5 6 208 3 6 


Baptist Building 
Fund 1824 | Erection of Chapels .... 650 10 2 645 9 0 


New Selection .. 1829 Relief of Widows and 
Orphans of Ministers 
and Missionaries .. ... 195 0 0 145 0 0 


fe ee 


* Independently of the Jubilee Fund, which amounted to £30,433 17s. 6d. 
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OFFICERS OF THE PRINCIPAL GENERAL SOCIETIES WHICH 
INCLUDE BAPTISTS. 


WIDOWS’ FUND. 
(For the Relief of the necessitous Widows and Children of Protestant Dissenting Ministers.) 


Treasurer’ . . Stephen Olding, Esq., Clements Lane. 
Secretary . . Mr. H. K. Smithers, 3, Crescent Minories. 
Collector . . Mr. Isaac Hailes, Francis Street, Walworth. 


AGED MINISTERS’ SOCIETY. 
(For the Relief of Aged and Infirm Protestant Dissenting Ministers.) 


Secretary . . Rev. T. Russell, M.A., Walworth. 
Collector . . Mr. Isaac Hailes, 27, Francis Street, Walworth. 


PROTESTANT UNION. 


(For the Benefit of the Widows and Children 0) Protestant Ministers who are Subscribers. J 


Treasurer . . W. Alers Hankey, Esq., Fenchurch Street. 
Secretary . . Rey. John Hunt, Brixton Rise. 


ORPHAN WORKING SCHOOL. 
(For providing Food, Clothes, Lodging, and Education for such necessitous Children as shall 
. be Elected by the Subscribers.) 


Treasurer . . John Remington Mills, Esq. 
Secretary . . Mr. Joseph Soul, 20, Brunswick Parade, Islington, 
Collector . . Mr. J. Harrison, 21, Doris Street, Kennington Cross. 


WALTHAMSTOW SCHOOL, 
(For the Education of the Daughters of M. issionaries. j 


Secretaries . . Mrs. Cox, Triangle, Hackney. 
Mrs. Foulger, Walthamstow. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


(For the Promotion and Improvement of Sunday Schools. Offices, 60, Paternoster Row.) 


Treasurer . . W. B. Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
Secretaries . . Mr, William H. Watson. 

ees Mr. Peter Jackson, 

—— Mr. Robert Latter. 

—_—— Mr. William Groser.* 


* It may prevent the repetition of inconvenient mistakes to sa , that this is not the baptist minister of 


the same name, the editor of this magazine, but a relative of his who has been for many years an active 
member of the Sunday School Union 


{For promoting the Education of the Labouring and Manufacturing Classes of Society 


Treasurer 


Secretary 
Collector 


Chairman 
Treasurer 


Secretaries . 


Collector 


Treasurer 


Secretary 
Collector 


(For Circulating Religious Publications in the British Dominions and Foreign Countries.) 


Treasurer 
Secretaries 


- . Henry Dunn, Esq., Central School, Borough Road. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


of every Religious Persuasion. ) 
W. Allen, Esq., Plough Court, Lombard Street, 


Mr. T. Boulton, 44, Essex Street, Strand. 


PEACE SOCIETY. 


(For the Promotion of Permanent and Universal Peace.) 


John Lee, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S. 

Samuel Gurney, Esq., 65, Lombard Street. 
Rev. J. Hargreaves, Waltham Abbey. 
Rey. J. Jefferson, Stoke Newington. 

Mr. A. Brockway, 19, New Broad Street. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SOCIETY. 


(For Promoting the Civil Equality of all Denominations.) 


. 


R. Peek, Esq. 
Mr. J. Conder, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
Mr. Mark Moore, 6, Queen’s Place, Queen Street. 


DEPUTIES OF THE THREE DENOMINATIONS. 


(For Protecting the Civil Rights of Dissenters.) 


H. Waymouth, Esq., Bryanstone Square. 
J. R. Mills, Esq., Milk Street, Cheapside. 
Mr. Hull Terrell, Basinghall Street. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
S. Hoare, Esq., Hampstead. 


Rey. R. Monro, M.A. 
Rey. E. Henderson, D.D. 


Corresponding Secretary, Mr. W. Jones, 56, Paternoster Row. 
Assistant Secretary 


Collector 


Treasurer 
Secretaries 


Superintendant of the Translating and Editing Department, Rev. J. Jowett, M.A. 


. 


. 


. 


Assistant Secretary . 
Assistant Foreign Secretary, Mr. J. Jackson. 
Depositary . 


Collector 


. ° 


Mr. W. Tarn, 56, Paternoster Row. 
Mr. G. Robinson, 56, Paternoster Row. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


(The Circulation of the Scriptures without Note or Comment.) 


John Thornton, Esq. 
Rey. A. Brandram, A.M., Beckingham. 
Rey. George Browne, Clapham, 


Mr. W. Hitchin, 10, Earl Street, Blackfriars. 


Mr. R. Cockle, 10, Earl Street, Blackfriars, 
Mr. W. Davies, 10, Earl Street, Blackfriars. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 
From the Congregational Calendar for 1844. 


ASSOCIATIONS OF INDEPENDENT OR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES IN ENGLAND. 


Bedford (pastors or churches associated) 9 
Berks, Hast s.c) then ssss-<0s0ee% SERBCeE eacstete 15 
Bucks North. -eeeeaee reuse cc eteatecee 20 
@ambridges) South oie terete seeenecee Reece 18 
Cheshire Union ea-ac-casauesc eres ee 31 
Cornwaliig set accter cesses ciseeeenteeee ce meee 18 
Cumberland yo coivesecctaicsevasseaneeeeeeres 14 
DOtDyiiasedacou. Soshasstesssccudsorteneteranes 29 
Devon; South. ...2-...sises Gisconcsereneeeee 33 
Devon, Waststecsucucscvetteotereaee evenees 19 
Devon, North ............. acatne ete eeceees 10 
Dorset.ncsccsscav. iceecentoseu cesmsnamee seeeeeee 29 
Durham and Northumberland............. 27 
issex esse tars esc se thestet pueeeseeee 26 
Gloucester and Bristol...........c0s.c.0.0 54 
lanits jose ce teen sence n teen! atecatet ee rerees 88 
Ellortad crease cas cucaeetenen eects ates de 11 
Went meeecrecccse uc eae rear eeene cores 43 
an CAROL Eeeee tse aee terest ecsisigeee sue teRe 106 
Leicester: .cssessustenconsers Sduesiencstuaneca vets 20 


London, Congregational Board............ 
Monmouth, :23.0 2.1 scnceacreeacoanesacasseaees 
Northam pfon.2.2-2-.c-cucs2-eceeuseee eae 
Norfolk dojscicn sc Sahssesenin sow sso wseus sees 
INothme ham --\../e-c.dsoxeuese sense se eee 
Oxford and West Berks ............. wlicgee 
SalOp. eee come co soem seve steer eee aaee 


Suffolk s--28 See rr ae en es 
BUSSE mete eretecce cere stem te eee er see eee 
EAR OR: cea cps ca accom mch ed ene Sk eutiosa 
Surrey fsche eos edecies eee cans seuateeceeeeraes 
Warwickshire ~.5.8..+cd eax ces cae 


Worcester ......... eesecks wat caches’ sennieeeee 
York, North. Riding... ..<¢c0-csscdceseeeee 
Hull, East Riding and North 
Jameoln. 2c ecu = 

West Riding....... desmaves . 


TOTAL NUMBER OF CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 
United Kingdom of Great Britain, &e— 


np landecn-n nas aaeaeeee 


British North America 
Australian Colonies 


Wales, North and South ......... 
SCObAN GI coroners douse terete s 


4112 


“These do not include the 120 churches planted by the London Missionary Society, which 
we believe are mainly administered on congregational principles.” 


Independent chapels in London and its suburbs 


The secretaries of the Congregational Union are the Rev. John Blackburn, the Rey. 
William Stern Palmer, the Rev. Algernon Wells, and Joseph Wontner, Esq. 


The secretary of the London Board of Congregational Ministers is the Rey. John Robinson, 


to whom all letters on the business of the 
Library, Blomfield Street, Finsbury, 


Board are to be addressed, at the Congregational 
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WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNEXION. 
From the Minutes of the Conference of 1843. 


Total number of members in Great Brivatn this year ................c.cceceeeeeeee ee 331,024 
Mast Year rz: do.cjctantiqucnth ns enone 326,727 
PVRCRRIS See oe Rss cee ae ss Seance 4,297 
. deseneees , 
Member of members in Ireianp this year .......02......6.0.0.5c0cec0c 000s anaes occas 28,004 
WANE FEAR Oca ce tne sc anew a6 Ae ache en ae ee 27,630 
PRPC ON eas n= vice aa png Suns opm nge ce gansosmpneeacesnnee 374 
Number of members in Missions this year ...............0.0cceececeeeeeeees 92,258 
suessluanaewase : 
ARSE WORE 5.5 decane Beccansice ow oc tse seewien cee shee epntes 88,315 
ieee WRB SA SEES Re sae ae we Poe te 3,943 
Number of members in the Wesleyan Methodist Societies throughout the world, 
exclusive of Regular Ministers, who are statedly employed in the work of the 
MUMIStY ......-2eeeeeeeeenceeceeceesersees caseseceseensetsnsssecesseseeesnsaseeeensersaagans 1,479,187 


THE NUMBER OF REGULAR MINISTERS, AND OF THOSE WHO ARE SUPERNUMERARY 
AND SUPERANNUATED. 


In Great Britain, 


PUR IRE GT) s..000lcc<---sucesceo+seccecbnsecoceveccepsbaceernevccnssestansceandsccsnonecoses 964 
Ditto, supernumerary and superanniiated ......---s+eeereceneereeeerereeseeeenenereecs 141 

— 1,105 

In Treland. 

Ministers stationed in the circuits ............:2:2s::eereeeeeeeereeeeeerre tetra eeeaes 101 
WWATOSIOHATION. -<2----0er-er-ecaenecerodu~enoerarepeder-strosscmmpgenrpnmarennnresrpernacosnegs 24 
Supernumerary and superannuated miimisters......---.--eeeseesceccereeeerereersestene 38 

— 163 


In the Foreign Stations. 
Ministers and assistant missionaries now actually on the list, (besides the 
twenty-four missionaries employed in Ireland, and a considerable number 
who are to be appointed to the vacant foreign stations as soon as possible) 361 


Supernumerary and superannuated ministers «...4....--se.eseerseererreeesteteneeeers 9 
— 370 
In the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States in 1842, 
Ministers in circuits, and missionaries to the Indians and otherS...............++. 3,933 
Supernumerary and superannuated preachers .....+-.1-+serecreeerereeeereeecerees 301 
— 4,234 
Total throughout the world (exclusive Of Canada) .......0ssescerrecareceoserrns 5,872 


Presipent, The Rey. John Scott, 23, City Road, London. 
Secretary. The Rev. Robert Newton, D.D., Cheetham Hill, Manchester, 


Conrerence OFFice, 14, City Road, London. 


VOL. VI.—FOURTH SERIES. ae 


INTELLIGENCE. 


ASIA. 
CHINA. 


Tn the Missionary Herald, this month, some 
interesting extracts will be given of letters from 
the American baptist missionaries at Hong 
Kong, and among them a reference to the 
disgraceful traffic which forms the great hin- 
drance to any hopeful exertions by English- 
men, to disseminate divine truth in that im- 
mense empire. “ As the noble efforts of our 
British brethren,” say they, “ for the relief of 


the oppressed in the west have been crowned | 


with signal success, it is hoped that the 
wrongs of the east will not be forgotten by 
them. Neither slavery nor the slave trade is 
fraught with more evil to Ethiopia, than the 
infamous opiwm traffic to the land of Sinim. 
It may be you can do little or nothing to stay 
this flood which is bringing misery and death 
upon this unoffending people; but you possess 
the antidote—the gospel of Christ.” 

The supposition that we “ can do little or 
nothing to stay this flood,” is not quite cor- 
rect. It is in the power of the religious por- 
tion of the public, in this country, to put an 
end to this abomination, as soon as they are 
sufficiently alive to its character to determine 
to exert their influence for its suppression. 
The subject has been introduced into the 
house of commons; and its position there is 
as favourable as it can be, till some part of the 
community shall have resolutely taken up the 
question. It is to the extraordinary apathy of 
the religious public, and to that alone, that 
the continuance of the opium trade is to be 
ascribed, No ministry, however favourably 
inclined, can be expected to conipel the East 
India Company to cease to work a monopoly 
from which it derives a large revenue, till 
some part of the British people evinces an 
interest in the subject. The committees of 
the Baptist, the Wesleyan, and the London 
Missionary Societies have indeed petitioned 
the legislature ; but is that alone such a 
demonstration of feeling as can be expected 
to succeed ? 

A very curious book has been sent to the 
Baptist Missionary Society, by one of the 
American missionaries, Mr. Shuck, printed at 
Macao, on Chinese paper, and bound in 
Chinese binding. It is entitled “ Portfolio 
Chinensis: or, a Collection of Authentic 
Chinese State Papers, illustrative of the 
History of the Present Position of affairs 
in China; with a translation, notes, and 
introduction, by J. Lewis Shuck.” It con- 
tains several Chinese state papers, issued in 


1839 and 1840, in the original, but with 
a close translation at the foot of each page. 
Some parts of its contents may be found in 
documents laid before our own parliament, 
but other parts are quite new to us. As there 
is not probably any other copy of the work in 
Europe, and as it throws light on the feelings 
of the Chinese rulers on this subject, many of 
our readers will probably be gratified if we 
subjoin a few brief extracts. 

After an introduction relating to the history 
of the opium trade, in which it is stated that 
“so active were the Chinese in their denounce- 
ments against opium in 1800, that the East 
India Company’s supracargoes at Canton, 
strongly recommended the court of directors 
to take measures for preventing all shipment 
of opium from either Bengal or England ;” 
and showing the manner in which it has been 
recently carried on, “the connivance of the 
mandarins being secured by bribes ;*—“‘ more 
than twenty-five sail of foreign vessels at one 
time having been lately known to be on the 
Chinese coasts, all entirely engaged in the 
contraband trade in opium,” the volume con- 
tains, first, a very long proclamation addressed 
tothe Chinese themselves, especially those of 
the province of Kwangtung, denouncing the 
practice of opium smoking; and calling upon 
those who had been addicted to it to relin- 
quish it entirely and at once. Its baneful 
effects, which have been denied by some. per- 
sons interested in the traffic, are referred to 
thus :— 

“ Besides continuing sternly to seize those 
who hoard up the drug in order to sell it, and 
inflicting upon them immediate and heavy 
punishment, we moreover will bear in mind 
that the whole class of you opium smokers 
have long been overwhelmed in its depths, 
and we will not suffer ourselves to put you to 
death without first instructing you, and spe- 
cially and most heartily do we previously lay 
our arguments open for your consideration. 
Now there are persons who do not eat an 
article themselves, yet cause others to do it, 
while they themselves would not expend a 
copper for it. Nor is there a wayfaring per- 
son who would pick it up, nor a beggar even 
who would not disdainfully reject it. Further- 
more, although the opium exists among the 
outside barbarians, there is not a man of them 
who is willing to smoke it himself; but the 
natives of the flowery land are, on the con- 
trary, with willing hearts, led astray by them; 
and they exhaust their property, and brave 
the prohibitions by purchasing a commodity 
which inflicts injury upon their own vitals. 
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To such an extent has the stupidity of our 
people reached! It is like the smelling-stuffs 
of thieves and robbers, the stupifying medi- 
cines of kidnappers, and the poisonous drugs of 
sorcerers, all used by them in order to seize 
upon the property, and destroy the lives of 
individuals. The present evil of opium is 
thus extreme in its nature!. Now your pro- 
perty is the means by which you support 
life, and your specie, which is by no means 
easily to be obtained, you take and exchange 
for dirt. Is not this supremely ridiculous 2 
And that you part with your money to poison 
your ownselves, is it not deeply lamentable ! 
You do not even reflect that, during those 
seasons of opium terror, if daring robbers, 
cherishing deepest enmity, and having mur- 
derous knives and lighted torches, were to en- 
ter your presence, your ability to stay the 
hand of the enemy would only be to listen to 


“ Last year I saw a native of Hookwang 
who was addicted to this vice for thirty years. 
During the space of a single day, he would 
smoke one tael of the drug, yet he determi- 
nately broke off and abandoned the habit, 
after which his countenance soon regained its 
proper colour, he became fleshy, and his 
muscular powers were restored. As often as 
this is tried, as often will it be successful. 
And why is it that in the other provinces 
every body can cut off this habit, and yet 
in Kwangtung, on the contrary, no means can 
be devised for its extermination ?.. 

“The state maintains soldiers for the pur- 
pose of seizing traitors and repressing crime; 
and as soon as they become opium smokers, 
their spirits and their muscular powers become 
debilated, and they are consequently utterly 


worthless, How then can it be said that they | 


are adequate for following up their pro- 
fession? When once you are inebriated with 
the drug, you are forthwith prostrated by 
sleep, and prefer death to being woke up.” 


The following appeals are taken from a 
proclamation addressed at the same time, by 
the high commissioner to our countrymen :-— 

“Do you just try and reflect, that if you 
were not to bring opium to the inner land, 
from whom could our people obtain it in order 
to traffic in it 2 from whom could they pro- 
cure it in order to smoke it? Yes, verily! the 
death which the laws have thus awarded to the 
people of the inner land, is entirely owing to 
the injurious article which you palm upon 
them, and why is it therefore that our own 
people should die, and your lives alone should 
not be required ? Now I, looking up and em- 
bodying the same kindly feelings which our 

eat emperor cherishes toward those from 
afar, leniently exempt you from death. My 
only wish is, that you may make an entire 
surrender of all your opium, and to issue, and 
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willingly sign a bond to the effect, that you 
will never hereafter bring the drug; but if any 
one should dare again to introduce it, the 
individuals themselves so doing shall be forth- 
with capitally punished, and the entire amount 
of the cargo shall be confiscated. This, then, 
will be kindly overlooking the past, and giy- 
ing warning for the future.” ..... 

“ Now just suppose you were to abandon 
this single article opium, and the other 
branches of the general trade being exten- 
sive, the profits arising therefrom would con- 
tinue to be threefold, and you would accord- 
ingly be able to becomerich. And not having 
been guilty of violating the laws, nor creating 
evil, what abounding happiness would thrill 
your bosoms! But if youaredetermined to con- 
tinue this traffic in opium, we are also equally 
determined to cut off your commerce. Then 
let me ask you, where, under the whole 
heavens, would you be able to find such an 
advantageous commercial mart at this?” 


In a letter to the queen of Great Britain, 
the ensuing observations occur, to some of 
which her majesty’s official advisers would 
find it difficult to frame a reply. 

“ Let us suppose that individuals of another 
nation were to take opium to the English 
country to sell, and were to seduce your peo- 
ple to purchase and to smoke it, you, the 
sovereign of your honourable kingdom, would 
also be vastly incensed, and with painful 
anxiety would you completely exterminate it. 
Hitherto we have understood that you, the 
sovereign of your honourable kingdom, cherish 
a heart of expanded benevolence, and there- 
fore you must be naturally unwilling to have 
done to yourself that which you do not desire 
fo dofolothers.. .. <1 « 

“ And we have moreover understood too, 
that London, the metropolis of your honour- 
able kingdom, and also Scotland, Ireland, and 
such like places, originally produce no opium, 
But it is only in those regions of Hindoostan, 
the possessions of your government, as Bengal, 
Madras, Bombay, Patna, Benares, Newa 
(Malwa), and Maratta, in which several 
places on all the hills is the poppy planted, 
and tanks are opened for the manufacture. of 
the drug. During successive months and 
years has been the wide increase of this 
poison, and its stench and its uncleanness 
have ascended upwards until the wrath of 
heaven has been excited, and the gods them- 
selves have become indignant. And you, the 
sovereign of your honourable kingdom, ought 
determinately, in the above places, to have the 
whole plucked up by the roots, and cause the 
ground to bedug up, and transformed by plant- 
ing the five grains; and if there be any one 
who should again dare schemingly to plant or 
manufacture opium, do you award the heaviest 
punishment for his crimes. Thus would you 
accumulate advantages, put a stop to the 
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evil, and yours would be a highly beneyolent 
administration, which high heayen would 
assist, the gods bless, and prolonged would be 
your years, and perpetual your posterity 
Most certainly would you be thus elevated ! 

“Suppose the men of another couritry 
were to proceed to the English country to en- 
gage in commerce, it would certainly be re- 
quisite for them to obey the said English 
country’s laws; and how much more does 
this apply to the Celestial Empire? The law 
enacted in relation to the flowery natives 
is, that whosoever of them deals in opium 
shall be put to death, and those who smoke it 
must also die. Now just reflect, that if you 
barbarians brought no opium here, then from 
whence could the flowery natives obtain it to 
traffic in it? and from whence procure it 
to smoke ?” 


A peace between Great Britain and China 
has since been concluded. May it continue! 
But what can be expected, when the original 
cause of the dispute is not even mentioned in 
the treaty ; and the original aggressors are 
bent on pursuing the same courses as before, 
with redoubled ardour. 


THE NESTORIANS,. 


This interesting people, inhabiting a moun- 
tainous district in central Koordistan, where 
they had remained apart from others and un- 
known to Europe for many centuries, were 
first brought into the notice of the British 
public in a work by Dr. Asahel Grant, an 
American missionary, entitled “ The Nestori- 
ans, or the Lost Tribes,” to which at the time 
of its publication we directed the attention of 
our readers. Rumours have for the last few 
weeks been circulated in some of the public 
papers that they had been cruelly massacred; 
these however we abstained from noticing till 
authentic information should arrive. A letter 

.from Dr, Grant himself to the Editor of the 
Evangelical Magazine appears in the last 
number of that work; and as the information 
it contains, though differing in some respects 
from the accounts previously circulated in 
this country, is doubtless correct, we take the 
liberty to borrow the following extracts, 


“More than three years ago a plan was 
matured between the Turks and Koords, to 
bring the Nestorians under subjection, which 
was, however, frustrated for the time by the 
removal of the Pasha of Erzeroom, the death 
of the new Governor of Van, and the inter- 
ruption of harmony with the Hakary Koords, 
But the chief of the latter, aided by the still 
more powerful chief of the Buktan Koords, 
nevertheless, obtained some advantage over 
the Nestorians, and burned the house of their 
patriarch, This was two years ago; and soon 
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after my return to the east, last year, war 
between the Koords and Turks,” and the 
hostile relations of Turkey and Persia, pre- 
vented the plan of subjugating the Nestorians 
from being completed. Their enemies thus 
gained time to mature their measures, and 
even to create divisions between the Nesto- 
rians themselves; and now they have come 
down upon them with all the fury of their 
own mountain storms. The small tribe of 
Diss, on the north-east, was the first to fall 
before the invading foe, and the havoc that 
was made is represented as very great in pro- 
portion to the numbers of the invaded. The 
aged mother, a brother, and several other 
members of the family of the patriarch, were 
among the killed; and the mangled remains 
of the former are said to have been thrown 
into the river, and told to go and convey the 
tidings to her son (the patriarch) that such 
would prove his own fate. Three more of his 
brothers, his sister, and other relatives, eighteen 
or twenty in all, were carried away, with 
hundreds of women and children, into cap- 
tivity, where they are now suffering the ex- 
treme of privation and misery. Up to this 
time I had retained my position in the moun- 
tains, but it was now evident that I had no 
time to lose, and with some difficulty I ef- 
fected a timely escape to this city. The vic- 
torious army being joined by the chief of 
Buktan, now made a bold push upon the 
powerful tribe of Tiyary, and entering at an 
unexpected point, carried everything before 
them, till the whole tribe was swept away, as 
with the besom of destruction. The chief 
malek (king) was among the first who fell; 
many were overwhelmed by the vastly supe- 
rior numbers while nobly defending their 
villages, or the mountain passes; others, see- 
ing that the contest was hopeless, fled to their 
strongholds. All who fell in the way of the 
enemy were cut down, or driven away into 
captivity; their most venerated and ancient 
churches were blown up, or otherwise demo- 
lished ; their villages, all but four or five, 
burned; their produce and effects destroyed; 
their flocks driven away ; and their lately 
peaceful valleys made one scene of indescrib- 
able desolation and mourning. In one in- 
stance, children were thrown up into the air, 
that the ferocious Koords might display their 
dexterity in cutting them in two parts as they 
fell; in another, a priest was driven into the 
ereek, where he was stoned whenever he 
raised his head above water, till he was finally 
drowned, or violently murdered in cold blood, 
A company of women, who were driven away 
as captives, while crossing a bridge, threw 
themselves simultaneously into the river, and 
were drowned; others, who were neither 
young nor handsome, were put to death after 
being taken, and not worth the transportation. 
Their whole country is now in the hands of 
the Koords, who haye made one of the worst 
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of their mountain robbers governor of Tiyary; 
and he has taken up his quarters, with a 
guard of some five hundred Koords, in our 
mission-house, which he is enlarging, at the 
expense of the muscles and sinews of the re- 
maining Nestorians. The patriarch, with one 
brother, a priest, and a few attendants, have 
fled to this place for safety. But his pros- 
pects are dark enough. I have little confi- 
dence in any arrangements that will or can 
be made for him or his people. Had he suc- 
ceeded in his first attempt, and fled into Per- 
sia, it would probably have been better for 
him, as he would then have been with his 
own people. Something I hope may be 
done to rescue the captives. We are making 
an effort. But even this will be difficult. 
Two of them were this day brought to this 
city, as a present from the Koords to our 
pasha; and thus they are dispersed through 
the country. May the Lord be their helper 
in this hour of extremity! I hardly know 
whether we have most occasion to mourn for 
the living or the dead,—for those who are 
left destitute of food or shelter in their bleak 
mountains, the captives who may be left to 
the option between a change of their religion, 
extreme suffering, or death, or those who 
have made the Zab a common graye with 
their relentless destroyers. 

“Our work in the mountains is for the 
present interrupted, and no one can say when 
we may return to that part of our field. I 
shudder at the dangers through which I have 
passed. As I look back upon the snares that 


" were laid for my life, I wonder at the good- 


ness and mercy of God in so often restraining 
the sanguinary Koords, whose chiefs were 
plotting my destruction, while treating me 
with every outward mark of respect, and even 
of friendship.” 


EUROPEAN CONTINENT. 
DENMARK, 


The following letter from the Rev. P. C. 
Monster to the committee of the Baptist 
Union, is dated, Copenhagen, Oct. 21, 1643. 


“ BeLovepD BrRETHREN,—Your respected 
address of the 30th of June I have received, 
and with heartfelt joy found my conviction 
of our British and Irish brethren’s kindly 
interest in our humble endeavours and ad- 
yancement in the service of Christ, thereby 
still more confirmed. If your welcome letter 
has laid hold of my very soul, and with addi- 
tional dearness shown to me the great re- 
sponsibility of my vocation, it has at the 
same time stirred me up to still greater vigi- 
lance, and more ardent prayer to the Lord, 
that he would grant me wisdom, meekness, 
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and unflinching constancy in the work with 
which 1 have been entrusted, being the least 
and most inefficient of all those whom the 
Lord, in our momentous age, has accepted in 
order, as I believe, thereby ‘to put to shame 
the wise of this world’ and verify his own 
word, ‘that his power is perfected in in- 
firmity —‘ O Lord, my strength, and my for- 
tress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, 
the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the 
ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our 
fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things 
wherein there is no profit.’ 

“Mr. Repp (whose name, on account of 
his indefatigable zeal for general religious 
liberty in Denmark, more especially with 
reference to the baptist congregation, must 
be already known to you) translated your 
address for me, and having made several 
copies of it, I put it in circulation; and in my 
journeys through the country I brought it to 
several congregations and scattered baptists ; 
and I now offer you, in behalf of all the 
Danish baptists, our most hearty thanks for 
your Christian and brotherly interest in our 
joys and sorrows. Although we know that 
while God is with us no man can hurt us; 
and that he who has begun the good work in 
us is also mighty to give us victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, over the devil, the 
world, and ourselves, it still is a great en- 
couragement, and tends to corroborate our 
faith, that we know us to be beloved, and that 
we are remembered in prayer to our common 
Father in heaven by our elder brethren, who 
are experienced and confirmed in spiritual, as 
well as in temporal developement ; being 
widely separated from us in bodily respect, 
but closely united to us in the spirit. Oh, 
there is something wonderfully striking in the 
consciousness of this social tie! something 
that draws tears of joy and gratitude from the 
eye! It is the love of God our Father poured 
out in human hearts. ‘God is love, he that 
abides in love abides in God.’ 

“T venture to offer you a short outline of 
the state of the baptists in Denmark at this 
present time. There are four congregations 
in Denmark (a fifth is about to be established) 
numbering altogether about 550 members ; 
the congregation of Copenhagen now contains 
240, and receives a monthly increase of be- 
tween twenty and thirty. On the part of 
government, the persecution is still persever- 
ingly continued in the provinces, where a 
criminal action has been brought against 
many, and four are imprisoned: two others, 
one of these Mr. Féltwed, superintendent of 
the congregation of Aalborg, I got, by my per- 
sonal presence there, bailed out of prison; for 
Mr. Foltwed has a large family to support, 
and the municipality were apprehensive lest 
this family should be a charge to them. We 
are still at peace here in Copenhagen; but 
how long this will last is uncertain, since we 
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feel ourselves, by the word of God and our 
consciences, every day compelled to trans- 
gress the human laws, and assume liberties not 
warranted by these, for we are not permitted 
to baptize, or to hold publie prayer-meetings. 
Government would fain be forbearing, being 
now fully aware that by punishing it effects 
the very reverse of its purpose, and men high 
in office have declared to me that they would 
be very unwilling to imprison me, and that 
they would do so only when compelled by 
necessity; the reason is that the government 
entertain higher notions as to my ability to 
rule the half-tolerated baptist congregations 


than I can ascribe to myself, and I have not | 


been able to bring them out of this error, and 
to make them understand that it is the Lord 
who rules all things. But some of the clergy 
of the state church are so zealous that they 
will not allow the government to be at rest; 
but persevere in stirring them up to persecu- 
tion, then wash their Pilate’s hands and wish 
to seem innocent. Children are forcibly taken 
from the mother’s breast by the police at the 
instigation of the clergy, and brought to the 
sprinkling of the state church: from some 
parents is seized all that they possess, and 
they afterwards put in prison on bread and 
water even for a period of thirty days, because 
they will not sufier the children to be taken 
away from them. Still I hope that our king 
may at length make an end of this scandalous 
proceeding by promulgating a law which may 
allow us greater liberty than that which we 
have hitherto enjoyed, and which is almost 
worse than none at all, since we are con- 
stantly kept in a painful uncertainty. 
surely God has also the hearts of kings in his 
hand, and he leads them as waterbrooks; and 
even if it should appear that the waterbrooks 
of perdition are pouring out upon us, I cer- 
tainly know that these have so watered God’s 
acre, that it bears the fruits of unity, love, and 
constancy, for God understands how to turn 
everything into good for those who love him 
in truth. 

“May our God and Father, who of his 
great grace has made us participants in the 
same Lord, faith, and baptism, bind us to- 
gether with you, beloved brethren, even more 
and more strongly, for the unity of the spirit 
in the bonds of peace and love; while we, al- 
though bodily separated, still united in prayer 
before the throne of God, rejoice in expectation 
of the great sabbath rest, where we all shall 
see and know each other as we are known of 
him. All Danish baptists greet you, and 
through you as many of our brethren and 
sisters in Great Britain and Ireland as may 
happen to hear of this letter, 

“ Your, in Christ, 
“« Respectful and obliged Brother, 
Peter C. Monster.” 


And | 
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ASSOCIATIONS. 
LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE. 


The churches composing this association 


assemble at the following places :— 
Accrington ............J- Harbottle, D. Griffiths. 
Ashton-under-L. dee 
Bacup, Ist Church ....S. Todd. 
2nd Church ...T. Dawson. 


BONGO. <5.ccsssewssoaertven James Fyfe. 
Burnley... ia 

Burslem .... .«. W. E. Archer. 
Chowbent.. ...D. Thompson. 
Cloughfold . ...R. Ward. 
Colne......+ ...E. Jones. 
Conistone.. ...D. Kirkbride. 
Goodshaw .... ...A. Nichols. 
Haslingden. ...J. Blakey. 
Heywood ... W. E. Jackson. 
Hill Cliffe .. A. Kenworthy. 
JRISHAD 05 < sc cnsnens as W. J. Stuart. 


Little-Moor-End 
Liverpool, 2nd ChurechJ. Lister. 
3rd Church R. B. Lancaster. 
Be 4th Church C. M. Birrell. 
THADAD Aeadeesdessaeseoes- de DTVER. 
Manchester, Ist Ch. ...Joseph Davis. 
ee 2nd Ch....C. Thompson. 
Newcastle-under-Lyne 
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North Witel ...s..c.ceve0s T. Swinton, T. Smith. 
Ogden ....... J. Garside 
Oldham... ...J. Birt. 

Pendle Hill .J. P. Griffiths. 
Preston .. 

Rochdale . ...W. F. Burchell, 
Salford ......... ..J. Voller. 
Staleybridge . ss 

Stockport .. ...C. Baker. 
Tottlebank...........00s0. T. Taylor. 
Wigan, Ist Church ...W. Ellison. 
Blackburs..s<<cccecseocs R. Cameron, 


Manchester, 3rd Ch...F. Tucker. 


The annual meeting was held at Pendle 
Hill, on Wednesday and Thursday, June 
7th and 8th, 1843. Mr. Birt was appointed 
moderator. | Messrs. Tucker and Birrell 
preached. The circular letter, by Mr. Grif. 
fiths, was adopted: it is on the Influence of 
Holy Love on Christian Assurance, 


Statistics. 

Number of churches, ....scceosesseccvneess aneeeae 
Baptized .......0...0 558 
Received by letter.. 133 
RVOSHGT OMS nctrascevoncconssesvens 8 

— 699 
Removed by death............ 60 
Dismissed Ke 


Clear increase... 
Number of members. 
Sunday scholars ........605 
Sunday school teachers 
Day scholars...........0000 as 
Preaching stations ..........s006 eeeeeseevane 


The next meeting is to be held at Stock- 
port, on the 29th and 30 of May, 1844. 


NORFOLK AND NORWICH, 


The following churches constitute this 
association, which held its annual meeting 


a 


— 
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at St. Mary’s Chapel, Norwich, on the 26th 
and 27th of July last. 


Attleborough ...........W. Browne. 
Aylsham...... .J. Bane. 
Bacton .. C. Green. 
Buxton. J. Dawson 
Costessey . .J. Ivory. 
Dereham .. . J. Williams. 
Downham.... .J. Jeffries. 
Fakenham .. :S. B. Gooch 
Foulsham D. Thompson. 
MEPs acces cascncwascues ou J. Crag: 


Ingham .. .J. Venimore. 
Ludham . ..J. Sadler. 
Lynn ...... ..J. T. Winger. 
Martham S 
Neatishead.. ...W. Spurgeon. 
je al ee E. Griffiths 
Norwich— 
St. Mary’s ............. W- Brock. 
St. Clement’, J. Puntis. 
Orford Hill. C. New. 
Salehouse ... 
Swaffham... J Hewett 
Tittleshall .. G. Ward. 
Upwell ... J. Porter. 
TW orstead ......<.-ccnens Cc. T. Keen. 


The circular letter, prepared by Mr. Wil- 
liams, and printed, is on the Best Means of 
Promoting, throughout the churches of the 
Association, a more Accurate and Compre- 
hensive Acquaintance with the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. 


Statistics. 
amber OF CHUFCHCS..5....<cerseocevecoecescsce 24 
Baptized ........... 134 
Received by letter’. ee 
RERCHLOTEO es, ayer ctucivdonirwsyee 6 
171 
Removed by death............. 17 
Dismissed............ .-30 
Excluded.. 19 
WY SER re Wi oe sero spies coneorsae 4 


Clear increase 
Number of members 
DOHOIATE (o caicisnvcsnsoe 

Teachers ... 
Sub-stations 


The next general meeting is to be held at 
Orford Hill Chapel, Norwich, on the 24th 


and 25th of July. 


YORKSHIRE WEST RIDING. 
From the Lancashire and Cheshire letter 


‘we derive the following statistics of this 


association, 


Increased by baptism 
Received by letter... 
Restored 


Removed by death.........+0+ 94 
Dismissed........ ; 

Excluded’... 
Withdrawn .... 


Number of members 
Schools .... 
Scholars . 
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IRISH SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at Dublin, 
August 8th, 9th, and 10th, 1843. Mr. Gould 
presided. Part of the business transacted was 


| reported in our last number; but now we have 


it in our power to add, that it was resolved 
also,— ; 


“That as all the brethren at present engaged in 
Ireland by the Baptist Irish Society, are, in God’s 
providence, permitted to meet in Dublin, and the 
advantages of a closer union naving been considered, 
we do now form ourselyes into ‘The Baptist Union 
for Ireland.’ 


“That brother Trestrail be requested to draw up 
a constitution for the Irish Baptist Union. 


“That the statistics of the baptist churches in Ire- 
land be published at the end of the circular letter, 
and that brother Gould be requested to supply the 
information. 

“That this meeting desires to express its hearty 
thanksgiving to God for his goodness. in preserving 
the churches in connexion with the Irish Baptist 
Mission, and for those tokens of good which have 
hitherto been bestowed, and fully recognizing depen- 
dence on the Holy Spirit for success, it urges on the 
friends of the Redeemer’s cause unceasing and 
believing prayer for the outpouring of his divine 
influences.” 


The following list of the baptist churches 
in Ireland is appended :— 


BAPTIST CHURCHES IN 


TRELAND. 


od | a) 

Se tee 

Churches, Pastors. ae 2 a 
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NEW CHURCHES. 
BEDFORD. 


The first anniversary of the Tabernacle, 
Bedford, was held on Lord’s day, Oct. 15th, 
when the Rey. J. Burns of London preached 
in the morning and eveuing, and the Rev. G. 
Hall of Carlton in the afternoon. On Mon- 
day, the i6th, at nine o’clock in the morning, 


.several persons were baptized in the river 
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Ouse. At eleven, a Christian church was 
formed ; when the ordinance of the Lord’s 


supper was administered by the Rey. G, Hall. | of 
| offered prayer on behalf of the minister; and 


At two o’clock, the Rey. Thomas Clements 
(for whom the Tabernacle was built) was or- 
dained pastor over this church ; when the 
Rey. Mr. Wallis of Risely delivered the in- 
troductory discourse; the Rev. Mr. Owen of 
Cranfield asked the questions, and offered the 
ordination prayer; and the Rev. G. Hall gave 
the charge. In the evening, the Rey. J. 
Burns preached to the people. The whole 
of the services were exceedingly interesting, 
and we hope profitable to many. 


CHELTENHAM, 


On Tuesday, Oct. 17th, a new church was 
formed at the Baptist Tabernacle, Bath Road, 
Cheltenham; between forty and fifty persons 
having resigned their connexion with Salem 
Chapel in the same town. The Rev. D. 
Denham, late of Unicorn Yard, London, has 
accepted a unanimous invitation to become 
their pastor. The chapel is situated in a bad 


locality; but the members and friends of this | 


infant cause are exerting themselves to pro- 
cure a. new chapel. 


BLACKMORE, ESSEX. 


On Friday, Oct. 27th, fifteen persons, 
baptized on a profession of faith, and hold- 


ing that as a term of communion, were | 


united together in church fellowship at 
this place. After singing and prayer, Mr. 
Reynolds of Greenwich stated the nature, 
constitution, and order of a gospel church. 
Mr. Allen of Stepney addressed the candi- 
dates upon their union, and received their 
confession of faith, &c.; after which, they 
mutually received each other by the right 
hand of fellowship. After singing and prayer, 
Mr. Tydeman of Chelmsford addressed the 
newly formed church upon their relative du- 
ties, &c. Mr. Ford concluded in prayer. 


Mr. Reynolds preached in the evening, and | 


on the following Lord’s day; when a church 
meeting was held, and Mr, Ashley Barrett, 
one of the members, was unanimously chosen 
deacon. Mr, Barrett having built a small, 
but neat chapel and school room, with a neat 
dwelling-house, upon his own freehold pro- 
perty, has endowed the school with the pro- 
perty surrounding it, and secured the chapel 
in trust for the church. Blackmore is a very 
dark village, lying between Ingatestone and 
Ongar. 


ORDINATION. 
BANBURY. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 31st, the Rev. T. F. Jor- 


dan was publicly recognized as the pastor of 
the baptist church, Bridge Street, Banbury. 
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The Rev. J. P. Mursell of Leicester delivered 
an opening address on the subject of noncon- 
formity; the Rev. T. Franklin of Coventry 


Dr. Godwin of Oxford gave the charge. In 
the evening, the Rev. Mortlock Daniell of 
Ramsgate preached to the people. The Rev. 
Messrs. Major of Woodstock, Price of Mid- 
dleton, and Stalker of Blockley, assisted in 
the devotional parts of the services. As the 
anniversary of the opening of the chapel 
was held on the same day, collections were 
made after the services towards liquidating 
the remaining debt, which being considerable, 
presses heavily both on pastor and people, 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS. WYCHERLEY- 


Mrs. Elizabeth Wycherley, the wife of Mr. 
T. E. Wycherley, baptist minister of Tring, 
Herts., and daughter of the late Mr. James 
Bird of Donnington Wood, died at her resi- 
dence, August 4, 1843, aged thirty-six years. 
She was a sincere Christian, and from the 
period of her union with the church under 
the pastorate of her bereaved husband (about 
eleven years ago) maintained an honourable, 
unbroken line of consistent conduct, with a 
firm faith in the holy doctrines of salvation by 
grace. 

When located in Southwark, it pleased the 
all-wise God, in his providence, to try her 
faith, in the affliction of her four children at 
the same time, and the subsequent death of 
two of them, one on the Monday and the 


| other on the Tuesday morning following, 


when her accouchement of the fifth was daily 
expected. She bore the severely painful stroke 
with characteristic fortitude, and was as an 
angel of mercy and comfort to her sorrowful 
partner, often saying, “Why fret at this se- 
vere dispensation; since the Almighty has 
only required back what was only a loan 
from him, and he has taken them to bloom 
immortally in his presence?” 

Since her removal to Tring, she has suf- 
fered much from a derangement of health 
and a depression of spirits. From this she 
never rallied until a few months before her 
sudden departure to the world of spirits; 
when, to the joy of her husband and friends, 
she resumed her domestic duties, after fifty- 
eight weeks absence from them. Being so 
far convalescent, on the 18th of July she 
paid a visit to a friend; her health was deli- 
cate; the day was unpropitious, so much so 
as to prevent her return home until the fol- 
lowing day, when it was evident she had | 
taken cold. In a few days ascites appeared, | 
in a form not to create any alarm, until the 
day preceding her decease, when great lan- 
guor pervaded her frame. The Thursday 


<a 
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night was passed with restlessness; on the 
Friday she became worse. Her mind was 
placid; and, as no immediate dissolution was 
expected, her husband, by her urgent en- 
treaty, left her to go and preach at one of 
the village stations, and returned to have 
only the melancholy satisfaction of seeing her 
breathe her Jast, without either hearing a 
word, or catching a glimpse of the eye, of her 
who had been a helpmate—indeed unto him. 
During his absence, she said to her attendant, 
that her mind was comfortable. At about a 
quarter past seven, an [attack of serous apo- 
plexy commenced. Her early dissolution 
being apparent to her own mind, she said to 
her attendant, “ Don’t be alarmed!” and 
made an effort to say something, but articula- 
tion failed. Her end was peace. 


MR. D. DUNSTER. 


Died, at Lyme Regis, on the 26th of Sept., 
of apoplexy, Mr. David Dunster, aged thirty- | 
six years, thirteen of which he had filled the 
office of deacon. He was much respected by his 
pastor and friends, and has left a widow, who 
deeply mourns his death. Few when on earth | 
could say with greater truth, ‘‘ I have loved | 
the habitation of thine house, and the place | 
where thine honour dwelleth.” 


REV. T. AMSDEN, 


The Rey. Thomas Amsden, late pastor of 
the particular baptist church, Aston Clinton, 
Bucks., departed this life on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, 1843. His public labours had been 
blessed of the Lord; some of his spiritual 
children having preceded him, and others | 
following after him to the regions of eternal 
day. For some time previously to his depar- 
ture, he suffered much from physical and 
mental debility; but he was enabled to rest 
on the atoning blood and righteousness of 
Christ, and to meet death without fear. 


MR, E, PUGH. 


Died, at Waltham Abbey, on the 14th of 
October,1843, Mr. Edward Pugh, aged seventy- 
three. For more than fifty years he was a con- 
sistent member of a baptist church, a sincere 
friend to the young, in whose spiritual welfare 
he felt a deep concern, and a warm advocate 
of the cause of missions. He was seldom ab- 
sent from the missionary prayer-meeting, ex- 
cept when prevented attending by illness. For 
many years he was much employed in preach- 
ing to the poor in villages destitute of the 
gospel. ‘The few last months of his life were 
marked by a distressing illness, which he bore 


with exemplary patience and Christian forti- 


tude, often exclaiming, “ 1 have spent some of | 
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my happiest days in the chamber of afflic- 
tion.” He was highly revered by a large 
family, who were greatly benefited by his 
holy example and precepts, and will long 
be remembered by those who enjoyed his 
intercourse, with affection and esteem. His 
end was peace, and his memory is blessed. 
His death was improved by his pastor the 
Rey. J. Hargreaves, to a very large and 
attentive congregation, from Nahum i. 12, 
“Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict 
thee no more.” 


REV. G. STONEHOUSE. 


Died, Oct. 15, 1843, the Rev. George 
Stonehouse, nearly thirty years the respected 
pastor of the baptist church, Cranbrook, Kent. 
Through life he was distinguished by an ar- 
dent attachment to evangelical truth and the 
great principles of civil and religious liberty. 
As a consistent Christian and faithful preacher 
of the gospel he will be long remembered 
and regretted. 


MR. WILLIAM BALLARD. 


Also, August 3, 1843, in the faith and 
hope of the gospel, Mr. William Ballard of 
the same town (Cranbrook) aged seventy- 
eight; for many years one of the most liberal 
and warmly attached friends of the above- 
mentioned esteemed minister. 


MRS. REYNOLDS, 


Died, at Greenwich, Kent, on Friday, Nov. 
3rd, 1843, Mrs. Mary Reynolds, wife of Mr. 
Wm. Reynolds, baptist minister, Greenwich. 


| She was called to the knowledge of salvation 


by faith in Jesus early in life, under the 
ministry of Mr, Stollery, independent minis- 
ter, Chapel Street, Soho, London, and be- 
came a member of that church when about 
seventeen years of age. A few years after- 
wards she removed to Mr. Whitefield’s chapel, 
Tottenham Court Road, where she became 
acquainted with her now bereaved husband, 
to whom she was married in 18]1. The 
following year they both were baptized by 
Mr. John Keeble of Blandford Street Chapel, 
London, and were united with the church 
under his pastoral care, where she continued 
a member till after her husband was unani- 
mously called by that church into the Chris- 
tian ministry. During her Christian course of 
about forty-two years, her character stood 
highly honourable: a steady lover of the 
whole truth of revelation. The bible was her 
constant companion, aud the ministry of the 
word and meaus of grace she highly valued. 
She passed through great tribulation, chiefly 
arising from a weak and afflicted body. Her 
last illness was short, but severe, which she 
4M 
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bore with Christian fortitude and patience, 
often expressing her solid hope, fixed in the 
finished work of Jesus, as an anchor sure and 
stedfast, saying, “I know Jesus is my Re- 
deemer, and that I am safe in his almighty 
hands. I have seldom doubted this since he 
first manifested himself to me, but I long 
to feel more sensible manifestations of his 
everlasting love: may I not dishonour my 
Lord by murmuring, or be impatient through 
suffering.” Her medical attendant considered 
her better the evening previous to her death, 
but during the night a change took place con- 
trary to the expectation of all, and at five 
in the morning she began to sink fast into the 
arms of death. Being quite sensible, and free 
from pain, she expressed her firm reliance 
upon the finished work of Jesus. Her last 
words were, “ Jesus is precious, all is well, all 
is well,” and soon after, without a struggle, 
groan, or sigh, departed to be with Christ. 


MISCELLANEA. 
BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 


The secretary of this useful society has re- 
ceived two sums, one of five pounds and one 
of ten, which should be acknowledged accord- 
ing to his desire, did not the recent regulations 
of the stamp office prevent. He adds, in his 
note communicating the fact, ‘‘ The committee 
are greatly obliged by this kind consideration 
of the object entrusted to their care; and, in 
addition to the trial which attends the pres- 
sure of present debts, they beg to remind the 
wealthy members of our churches that many 
of their brethren are compelled at the present 
time to worship by turns, because they have 
not room in their meeting-house to accommo- 
date the hearers, and tremble at the difficulty 
which attends the erection of a new one. It 
is hoped that these claims of our own country 
on Christian benevolence will meet with the 
attention from others which they have so 


providentially obtained in the cases specified 
above.” 


SALENDINE NOOK, 


The new and enlarged chapel at Salendine 
Nook, near Huddersfield, was opened on 
Wednesday the Ist, and Lord’s-day the 5th 
Noy. Sermons were preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. Messrs. Dowson of Bradford, 
Burchell of Rochdale, Acworth of Bradford, 
and Gray of Northampton, The collection 
amounted to the very liberal sum of £311; 
which, with the previous subscriptions of the 
congregation, will nearly defray the entire 
cost of the erection, being about £1,600. 
The chapel will seat from 800 to 900 per- 
sons, and has a remarkably chaste and ele- 
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gant appearance. Commodious vestries and 
school-room, which were much wanted, are 
now provided ; and a separate children’s 
gallery, which will accommodate 400 chil- 
dren, above the school-room, opens to the 
chapel behind the pulpit by a fine arch. 

It is hoped that this large and important 
interest will advance, under the divine bless- 
ing, with increased and distinguished pros- 
perity ; and that the enlarged house which 
the benevolent zeal of the people has raised, 
may be filled with worshippers, and become 
the birth-place of many souls. 


PRESENTS TO MINISTERS. 


On Friday, 20th Oct., the members of the 
baptist church and friends in the congrega- 
tion, Kenwyn St. Truro, presented to the 
Rey. T. Furneaux Jordan, previous to his 
leaving that town, where he had held the 
pastoral office nearly seven years, an elegant 
and richly embossed cream cup, bearing an 
inscription expressive of their respect, to- 
gether with a set of beautiful china. The 
presentation was conducted by the deacons 
in the chapel in the presence of a respectable 
assembly. 


On Monday, 6th of November, a tea party 
was given to the Rev. D. Wright in the large 
room connected with the Darkhouse Chapel, 
Cosely, Staffordshire, at which about three 
hundred persons sat down. The Rey. W. 
Rogers, pastor of the baptist church, Dudley, 
was called to the chair, and speeches of 
deep interest were delivered by ministers and 
members of dissenting churches in the neigh- 
bourhood. The object of the meeting was to 
present to Mr. Wright a beautiful copy of 
Ward’s Library of Standard Divinity, as a 
token of their high estimation of the manner 
in which he has discharged the various duties 
of his office, 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


We have received from the Rev. James 
Sherman the following notice :— 

“On January 1, 1844, at Surrey Chapel, 
the Lord’s supper will be administered by 
evangelical ministers of the church of Christ, 
to the members of that church who may de- 
sire to unite in the hallowed exercise. The 
Rey. Dr. Leifchild will preside. Members of 
evangelical churches may apply for tickets 
through their respective pastors (by post) to 
the Rev. James Sherman, until Saturday, 
the 23rd of December; and the tickets will 
be distributed at Surrey Chapel vestry, from 
Tuesday the 26th to Saturday the 30th of 
December. The tickets will be limited to 
the number of persons the chapel will conve- 
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niently accommodate. The service will com- 
mence at six o’clock precisely.” 

Aware, as we are, that there will be a dift 
ference of opinion among upright and judi- 
cious baptists respecting the propriety of 
availing themselves of this invitation, we give 
it as an-article of intelligence of which our 
friends can make whatever use their own 
judgment may dictate. If we might express 
any wish on the occasion, it would be that 
there might be no imputations of bigotry on 
the one hand or laxity on the other; but that 
all who are present and all who are absent 
may give each other full credit for acting with 
conscientious desire to please the one Master, 
and to act in exact conformity with his re- 
vealed will. 


NEW PERIODICALS. 


The new magazine of the Congregational 
Union is to appear on the first of January, 
under the title of The Christian Witness, and 
Dr. Campbell is to be the editor. He states 
in his prospectus that “a monthly average of 
Jifty thousand for the first year, although far, 
very far indeed, from satisfactory, would not 
be altogether discouraging.” 

We have seen also an announcement of a 
work to appear at the same time, entitled, 
The Baptist Examiner; but we have not 
learned by whom it is to be conducted. We 
judge, from internal evidence, that it origin- 
ates with some one connected with our Gene- 
ral Baptist brethren. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


The committee of the North London Auxi- 
liary Sunday School Union has just issued a 
circular, which appears to us to be deserving 
of general attention at this important junc- 
ture. The committee says, “ The recent de- 
feat of the Factory Education Bill should 
produce in us something more than joy and 
gratitude for the past. It should also lead us 
gravely to consider how the victory may be 
best improved in relation to the future. 

“ When assailants have been repulsed from 
a fortress, the first care of the garrison is to 
repair their injuries; the next, to discover 
and strengthen all their weak points, that 
they may be better prepared for any future 
attack. Happily, we have sustained no injury 
in the late struggle; but it, nevertheless, be- 
comes us to inquire, where are our weak 
points ? and to call for the skill and assistance 
of all the friends of Sunday schools, but espe- 
cially of the ministers of our churches, that 
we may be better prepared, at any future 
time, to prove the utility, importance, and 
vigour of the Sunday school system. 


“ Now those particular parts in which that | 
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system is weakest, are precisely those which 
it is most within the power of educated and 
Christian men to strengthen and establish. 
These are—1l. The want of well-conducted se~ 
nior Bible classes. 2. The deficiency of well- 
educated and pious teachers. 3. The small 
amount of personal interest and active co- 
operation on the part of the members of 
Christian churches. 

“ Between that period at which the Sun- 
day scholar leayes his class, and that in which 
he enters on the most important and respon- 
sible duties of an adult member of the com- 
munity, there is a transition stage, which is 
certainly one of the most important periods 
of his life; when the understanding is imma- 
ture and confident, the passions strong and 
undisciplined, and the temptations to evil 
most numerous and powerful. For this pe- 
riod no provision is made by the present 
system of Sunday schools, except in a well- 
conducted senior class.»* Where this class 
cannot be conducted by the minister in per- 
son, it requires a teacher of more than ordi- 
nary endowments to command the attention, 
the respect, and the affection of its members. 
These considerations render the following one 
more urgent, namely, the provision of a larger 
number of educated teachers, with leisure, 
talents, acquirements, and devotedness; who 
would heartily engage in such a work, under 
the influence of an exalted Christian philan- 
thropy. Then, indeed, might it be expected, 
that the senior Bible class would be a more 
fruitful nursery, not only of future teachers, 
but of active church members, and of mis- 
sionaries for home and foreign service. 

«« The active co-operation of the members 
of the church might be given, not only by an 
actual participation of the duties of the 
teacher, but by visitation of the classes, of the 
absentees, by their presence and assistance at 
teachers’ prayer-meetings, and by liberal pe- 
cuniary aid. 

“ For the practical application and im- 
provement of these hints, the North London 
Sunday School Union can lock to no person 
with so much propriety as to the Christian 
minister. No one could so successfully influ- 
ence suitable persons to become teachers. 
No one could so effectively draw a close bond 
of Christian union between the school and 
the church. No one could, by his presence 
and assistance, so much enliven the energies 
and soothe the discouragements of Sunday 
school teachers, And in those meetings of 
teachers which are held, or should be held, to 
consider the lessons for the following sabbath, 
there is no one whose occasional presence 
could be so useful, or whose intelligent sym- 
pathy woald be so welcome.” 


“ * Some excellent hints, in detail, on the consti- 
tution and management of senior classes, will be 
found in a little work by Mr. ‘Watson, published by 
the Sunday School Union. 
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MARRIAGES. 


At the baptist chapel, Walsham-le-Willows, by 
the minister of the place, on Wednesday, October 4, 
Mr. J. F. SparKeE, baptist minister, Botesdale, to 
Emity, second daughter of Mr. S. Lone, farmer, 
Rickinghall, Suffolk. 


At the baptist chapel, St. Albans, by the Rev. W. 
Upton, October 6, Mr. Jacop Luck to Miss SARAH 
Wurre, both of Leyerstock Green, Herts. 


At the baptist chapel, St. Albans, by the Rey. W. 
Upton, October 18, Mr. Eowarp Sutron W1LEs to 
Mrs. Mary Cuurcg, both of St. Albans. 


At Zion Chapel, Worstead, Norfolk, by the Rev. 
Cc. T. Keen, Mr. DANrEL HupsparpD to Mrs, SARAH 
Noeges. 


At the baptist chapel, Sharnbrook, Beds., by the 
Rey. T. Williams, Noy. 3, Mr. S. Norron to M. 
OsporN. This being the first marriage solemnized 
in the aboye place of worship, the bridal party was 
presented with a handsome copy of the sacred scrip- 
tures. 


At the baptist chapel, Paulton, near Bristol, by 
the Rey. Joseph Fox, Noy. 4, Mr. Winnram JoHN 
CAFFELL to Miss SuSANNAH BrsH, both of Clan- 
down, Somersetshire. This being the first marriage 
in the above place of worship, the bride and bride- 
groom had each presented to them a handsome copy 
of the word of God. 


At the baptist chapel, Andover, by the Rey. a 
Applegate, Noy. 22, Mr. Samus, CoLton to Miss 
Awn LANCE, both of that town. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Since the Missionary Herald for this month 
was completed, intelligence has been received 
of the safe arrival of Mr. Clarke and his com- 
panions in Jamaica, An address to the mem- 
bers of the churches in that island appears in 
the Baptist Herald of October 18th, in which 
he reminds them of the advantages which 
divine mercy had conferred upon them, in- 
vokes their aid in exertions to disseminate 
the gospel in the land of their fathers, by 
prayers and contributions, and says “ we desire 
from among you for the service of God in 
Africa, humble, devoted, meek, quiet, and 
teachable men and women; but these must 
first count the cost, lest they faint in the day 
of trial, and weaken the hands of their fellow 
labourers, and injure the cause of Jesus among 
the heathen. If the soul burns with love to 
Christ; if the spirit is humble and lowly, and 
the abilities for imparting instruction good, 
and the heart rests calmly upon God; then 
we may hope that a young or middle-aged 
Christian of this description might do much 
good in the land of Africa.” 


Dr. Belcher, late of Greenwich, with his 
family, sailed from London for New York, on 
the 20th ultimo, in “ The Mediator.” May 
he find in the United States an appropriate 
field for exertion, and be happy and success- 
ful in his labours ! 


INTELLIGENCE. 


During the recent depression of trade in 
the north, many pastors of churches, it is 
said, have suffered more than usual privations. 
A gentleman residing in that part of the 
country suggests, that as times are now a 
little better, it is desirable that care should 
be taken that the ministers of the district de- 
rive immediate advantage from the improve- 
ment; and that a spontaneous gift at the end 
of the year, in addition to usual payments, 
would be very appropriate. It is from the 
north that the suggestion comes, and to the 
consideration of the churches in the north, 
therefore, we respectfully commend it; not, 
doubting, however, that there are cases in other 
quarters to which it is equally appropriate. 


Since the sheet was at press which contains 
our notice of Almanacks and Pocket Books, 
we have received the Congregational Calen- 
dar for 1844. It contains the same kind of 
information as in former years; but some 
errors which we have observed in former 
years are now corrected. 


The Rev. D. J. East, of Arlington, near 
Fairford, is preparing for publication a work 
of about 400 pages, which he hopes will be 
ready in January, entitled, “ Western Africa : 
its Condition, and Christianity the Means of 
its Recovery.” He has received assistance in 
the undertaking, we are informed, from Sir 
T. F. Buxton, the Rev. John Clarke, and the 
secretaries of the Baptist, Wesleyan, and 
Church Missionary Societies, 


We are requested to say that the publica- 
tion of the volume entitled “ Lectures for 
these Times,” by Mr. Cramp of Hastings, has 
been unavoidably delayed, but that it is now 
in a state of forwardness warranting the ex- 
pectation that it will shortly appear. 


A correspondent says, “ In my intercourse 
with village churches, I find a lamentable ig- 
norance as to the very evistence of such a 
work as the Baptist Magazine. Cannot you 
devise some plan by which it may be more 
extensively known in the localities referred 
to? Iam sure if it was Anown, its circulation 
would be materially increased. Our pious 
villagers I am aware are mostly poor; but 
three or six could unite together, and the ex- 
pense would be trifling.” We fear that in 
towns and cities, as well as villages, the ex- 
istence of the Baptist Magazine is unknown 
to some members of baptist churches; but 
this is an evil which we must look to our 
zealous friends in diiferent localities to re- 
medy. Let each one ask, “ What can J do?” 


Our number for January will contain a 
Portrait of the Rey. John Clarke of Fernando 
Po, Notes of a New Year’s Sermon by the 
Rev. John Foster, a Sketch of his Life and 
Character, Letters on Bible Classes, &e. &e. 


Page 616. For Tiverton read Twerton. 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 


aes 


«avo * 


‘NVHESOGNIH ‘VUDV 


VOL. VI. 


674 THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


ASIA. 
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AGRA.’ 


The city of Agra, the metropolis of a province of the same name in Hindusthan 
Proper, is situated in north latitude 27° 12’ and east longitude 77° 56’, being 137 
miles south of Delhi and 830 miles north-west of Calcutta. It has an immense 
population, and is a place of great political importance. The number of members in 
the baptist church there, was at the time of our latest account, fifty-seven. We are 
not in possession of any recent intelligence from this station: but are hoping to 
hear of the safe arrival of its pastor, Mr. Williams, who is returning thither from a 
visit to this country, which his state of health had required. 


CALCUTTA. 


The loss of one overland mail, and the consequent interruption of customary 
arrangements affecting others, have occasioned some irregularity in our Indian 
correspondence. Ina letter written by Mr. Evans, in the beginning of August, but 
not received till the middle of October, he informs us that Mr. Wenger had been very 
ill, but was recovering. He adds, in reference to his own station, “ The church 
and school are both prosperous. We have received eleven persons since January, 
and others are now waiting for baptism.” In a letter dated September 21, Mr. 
Thomas says, “ Last night two of our native brethren were set apart publicly for 
the ministry. The services were held in the Intally chapel, were well attended, 
and very interesting. Some of our independent brethren were there, and assisted. 
I have not time to say more. Brother Yates is rather ailing ; so are one or two 
others, particularly Mrs. Small: the rest are much as usual, and, for the season, 
we are all in good health.” 


Since the foregoing paragraph was in type, we have received some of the miss- 
ing letters; none, however, of so late a date as that of Mr. Thomas. One from 
Mr. Wenger, dated September 16, gives the following interesting information. 


The “Herald” for September, which I 
hope will reach you by the present mail, will 
convey to you the intelligence of the unex- 
pected death of our much loved native brother, 
Gunga Narayan Sil. Ten days after him, 
the Rev. R. de Rodt, of the London Society’s 
mission here, a townsman and early friend of 
mine, equally suddenly was called to his 
eternal rest. These two losses have deprived 
Calcutta of the two best preachers to the 
heathen in this city—as far as the Bengali 


language is concerned. The latter of these 
losses especially, will be felt very extensively, 
but scarcely more keenly than the former. 
Mr. de Rodt was cut down in the prime of 
life, before he had completed his thirtieth year, 
at a time when he bid fair to become one of 
the most efficient missionaries in almost every 
department of labour. To me he was a friend 
long tried, who had stood by me in 1833, 
comforting and encouraging me at a time 
when scarcely any other friend appoved of 


~ 
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my separation from the national church. 
Gunga Narayan Sil was, so to say, my right 
hand in the Colingah church. I therefore 
feel the double stroke keenly, and much need 
the prayers of friends in England. I am 
happy to say that Gunga Narayan’s death 
seems to have produced a good effect upon 
the Colingah church. Some members, who 
before seemed to have become lukewarm, 
show more zeal now, and have begun to im- 
part instruction to others. Among the con- 
gregation, too, there is a stir. 

No portion of scripture can give you a 
better insight into the character, the frailties, 
and the difficulties of our native churches, 
than the epistles to the Corinthians. I verily 
believe it is next to impossible to understand 
these epistles fully any where else than in the 
missionary field. Only there itis possible to 
see how such inconsistent people could, after 
all, be considered as true believers, and fit 
(though imperfect) members of a church of 
God. My attention has lately been called to 
this subject by the circumstance that I have 
begun to expound these epistles in a familiar 
way, at our Wednesday evening prayer- 
meetings at Colingah. I may as well mention 
in addition, that on sabbath mornings I gene- 
rally expound, in a more careful manner, a 
chapter of the Old Testament. I commenced 
with Genesis, omitting a number of chapters 
which seemed to be of minor importance as to 
their practical bearings, and have gone regu- 
larly through Exodus as far as chapter xix, 
which I shall explain (p. v.) to-morrow 
morning. Historical subjects interest the 
people, and abide in their memories better 
than systematic discourses ; besides which 
the oriental dress of the bible narrative, some- 
what different from the costume of Bengal, 
and yet akin to it, gives to the Old Testament 
a peculiar charm, and affords numerous occa- 
sions for introducing subjects suggested by 
the circumstances of our people. To give you 
an example. Last sabbath morning I spoke 
on Exodus xviii. The first part of that chap- 
ter would afford little scope for practical ex- 
position in Europe; but the narrative of 
Moses being joined by his wife suggested to 
me a topic which is most important here, It 
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is customary in this country for married cou- 
ples to live separate for a long time together, 
because either the husband or the wife goes 
to work to another locality, often at a great 
distance. This practice leads to much sin 
and misery, for alas! Bengal is a country of 
which the first chapter of Romans gives the 
truest moral description. Now I told the 
people that Moses had taken his wife with 
him to Egypt, but sent her back, probably 
only on account of the imminent danger of 
death to which he was exposed. But as soon 
as a convenient occasion presented itself, she 
joined him again. From this I took occasion 
to make some strong remarks on the practice 
mentioned above, and to tell my hearers that 
husband and wife ought not to live separate 
for any length of time, unless necessity ren- 
dered it unavoidable, otherwise sin would be 
the consequence. Several cases of this nature 
having occurred among my audience not 
many months before, they could easily make 
the application. In a similar manner the cir- 
cumstance of Moses naming his sons as he 
did, gave me an opportunity to speak against 
their giving their children names occurring in 
Hindu mythology,—a thing very often prac- 
tised among the heathen, and not quite left 
off even in England and other parts of Europe, 
where names like Phebe, Diana, &c., are 
used without any body’s thinking of their 
idolatrous origin. 

I mention these things, because I have 
little else to say that would be new to you, 
whilst such details may be new. Our school 
is going on tolerably well, but not without 
sundry fluctuations. In the bible we have 
commenced Jeremiah, though the printing of 
Isaiah is not yet finished. 


I have received a copy of your last Report, 
and you will see from the “‘ Herald ” ihat I 
have made use of it. I shall, after the rains, 
give more Indian intelligence in it; but the 
fact is, during the rains every body is com- 
pelled to stay at home, so that there is a com- 
parative dearth of communications. Mr. de 
Rodt’s death was occasioned by an excursion 
he made to the Sunderbunds at this unhealthy 
season of the year. 


eee 


CHITTAGONG. 


A work of grace among the weavers 


in this district, a series of persecutions 


which they have been called to endure, and their stedfastness in withstanding 


opposition 


i that | unmi 
You will no doubt be happy nae not | ness, doubt, and anxiety, afforded us the light 


Although of | of his heart-reviving countenance. Not long 
considerable disappoint- | ago I mentioned our prospects as bright and 
t the Lord has not been! cheering, and so we were warranted to con- 


our labours among the weaver: 
proved altogether unsuccessful. 

late we experienced 
ment and trials, ye 


from various quarters are thus described by Mr. Johannes. 


ndful of us, but has in the midst of dark- 
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clude from hopeful and encouraging appear- 
ances, Our labours at first were well received 
and appreciated—every visit made and re- 
ceived afforded mutual encouragement. Our 
kindness was reciprocated and acknowledged. 
Our presence amongst them was hailed with 
delight. Their houses were open to us at all 
times, and prejudice did not bar the entrance. 
Their communications by letters and their 
personal visits to us proved their attachment 
to us and the gospel of the ever blessed God. 
But our horizon was soon overcast for a time. 
Our books, our conversations, and instruc- 
tions wrought no small change in their minds. 
This was apparent to all. As long as they 
did not publicly declare themselves for Christ 
and Christianity, hostility was asleep. Hopes of 
their returning to their gods, gfras, and people, 
were strongly entertained, at some favourable 
time. At some future period the brahmans 
expected to reap their usual gain in the devo- 
tion of these alienated disciples. But when a 
course of vigorous efforts was adopted—when 
five heralds of the gospel—three not unlike 
them (save in their religious views) were sent 
—prejudice took alarm; Satan would not 
allow an easy conquest over his once faithful 
and warm votaries ; but stirred up many to 
oppose the progress of the work. The poor 
simple weavers, who never knew whet perse- 
cution was, began to feel the effects of it, 
Their zemindars, relatives, friends, neighbours, 
and gfrds all rose against them. Accustomed 
to visit their. heathen neighbours, to eat and 
drink with them, now they were fo:bidden; 
their pipes’ fire was not given them. They 
were not allowed to drink water out of the 
same loté. The barbers objected to shave 
them. Their children were not allowed to 
mingle with them or play. They were viewed 
as pests in the community. Under circum- 
stances.of so trying a nature strong faith was 
required ; much of the principles of the gospel 
to animate and buoy them up. If notwith- 
standing the example and presence of the 
Saviour many apostatized, m reference to 
whom he addressed his weak disciples, ‘* Will 
ye also go away?” what could be expected 
from this weak unlettered people, who with 
a little glimmering light of Christianity could 
only “see men as trees walking?” To us 
these things did not seem strange. The more 
trial to a Christian, the more gain, more de- 
votedness of heart to God, more zeal, more 
dependence on God, more abhorrence of self, 
more appreciation of all works, services, and 
endeavours, strong sense of unprofitableness, 
clinging, trusting more in Christ and him 
crucified. We knew the efficacy of faith 
which overcomes the world. We knew to 
whom belongs the exclusive work of conver- 
sion, and his pledged word to keep all whom 
the Father has given him, faithful and per- 
severing to the last. In humble dependence 
upon God we abated not in our zeal, nor 
slackened in our exertions, While almost all 
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had deserted us, one man stood firm in his 
adherence. RAmcharan, a middle-aged man, 
who had heard the gospel for three years, and 
had profited thereby, came forward and de- 
clared his renunciation of all his former sinful 
ways and pursuits, and avowed his attachment 
to Christ. Our joy at this juncture was great 
in proportion to our disappointment, and we 
knew this was the Lord’s doing ; for such an 
open account of his belief in Christ, in the 
teeth of persecution and hostility, could never 
originate with man. We welcomed him, 
quoting the heart-cheering words of Jesus, 
“ Every one that hath forsaken house, or breth- 
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall 
receive an hundred fold, and shall enter into 
everlasting life.’ While measuring a spot of 
ground within this man’s boundary, to erect a 
temporary place for missionary purposes, one 
of the hostile parties approached, and said to 
him, “ O fool, what are you about? You are 
allowing these persons to encroach on your 
ground, who will not only deprive you of it, 
but take away your caste, reputation, and 
character.” The reply made on the occasion 
serves to elucidate his feelings—‘Am I a 
Christian now? I have been so for these three 
years.” All these trials were proving, in the 
ordinary providence of God, the sincerity and 
faith of these babes in Christ. If at any time, 
under the prevalence of temptation, distrust- 
ful words escaped his lips, it was when one 
said, ‘‘As soon as they have made you a 
Firing{, they will forsake you.” All he said 
was, “Sir, I have a heavy burden on my 
heart, and unless I am baptized I shall not 
rest contented ; and when I join you, I hope 
the man’s words will not come to pass.” This 
man was not the only trophy of divine grace 
triumphing over human infirmities and fears, 
Very soon after, a relative of his bearing the 
same name, decided himself in favour of 
Christianity. Three women soon followed 
their example. The mother of the first Ramcha- 
ran, the daughter, and the wife of the second, 
came forward to share in the joys of their 
father, husband, and son ; and as they had all 
heard the gospel before, and expressed a wish 
not to be put off being baptized, we held a 
church-meeting in the house of the first Ram- 
charan, and after singing and prayer, and 
other customary examination, received these 
five Chandgawn converts amongst the wea- 
vers, by giving them the right hand of fellow- 
ship. On the following day, Saturday, while 
these five souls were leaving their village to 
proceed to town to be baptized in the chapel, 
all their neighbours, relatives, and friends 
came out of their houses to meet them, Some 
entreated them with tears to desist; others 
opposed their intentions with worldly coun- 
sels, others with cruel mockings, and some 
with tears. The elder brother of the first 
Ramcharan begged him to consider, and said 
if he would alter his resolution, he would 
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make him a present of fifty rupees. The Ro- 
man Catholics, who are not a few in this 
village, also tempted them with promises if 
they would join the Romish church. The 
Muhammadans said that their exchange of 
religion was one for the worse, and advised 
their following Islamism, All these things 
had no weight with them—they were fully 
prepared to cast in their lot with us. While 
another man was reviling with loss of caste, 
Ramceharan the first said, ‘‘ Brother, when a| 
man 1s your companion in the commission of | 
the worst acts, he is not pronounced an out- | 
cast or defiled, but when a man is desirous of 
forsaking all his sins and wickedness, and 
living a new life, you say he has lost caste, 
How can this be ?” 

On the following morning (sabbath), in the 
presence of a numerous congregation—Hin- | 
dus, Muhammadans, and Roman Catholics, 
these five souls, in obedience to their Saviour’s 
command, fulfilled an act of righteousness, by 
putting on the Lord Jesus Christ by baptism. 
In the afternoon they partook of the memo- 
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rials of the Saviour’s love. At night these 
five brethren and sisters put up in the house 
of one of the native preachers, the distance to 
their village being too great to venture on foot 
at that hour of the night. At night the 
daughter of the second Ramcharan was ob- 
served to repeat these words, ‘Good God, 
was I in darkness all this while? then how 
happy am I, that I have discovered the true 
way of salvation !” 

And now that the Lerd has opened a bright 
prospect before us, I again invite your kind 
attention to the demands of this people. Some 
one must be stationed amongst them, but where 
are the means to erect a place to answer every 
purpose ? : 

When you see all the native converts, the 


| fruit of Carey’s labours, think then of the be- 


ginning of his success. He had at first only 
one solitary convert, Krishna Pal. Thus we 
have but a few souls at Chandgawn ; yet we 
may sing— 
“ We'll spread our trophies at his feet, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 


DINAJPUR. 


Mr. Smylie’s exertions in the distribution of tracts and portions of the scripture, 
at a mela, or fair, are thus described in a communication addressed by him to the 


Calcutta brethren : 


The two cases of books you sent me arrived 
on the 10th, and in an hour or two after their 
receipt one full ease, selected by myself, was 
on its way to the mela. I followed it imme- 
diately, being anxious to have the first of the 
people who came to the mela; but having 
proceeded a few miles on the journey in the 
night, we were overtaken by a thunder-storm 
which brought with it very heavy rain. The 
natives who accompanied me immediately 
turned off the road, and took shelter in one of 
the houses of a farm village. I was left with- 
out to bear the brunt of the wind and weather. 
The p4lki in which they left me was ratanned 
on the sides, and not boarded, as they are in 
general. They left me about 11 P.™., and 
returned about 4 o’clock next morning. I 
had an old boat-cloak, which has borne many 
a bitter blast, and accompanied me on my 
travels for the last fifteen years. Of this I 
made the best use I could, and so was by no 
means unhappy. I was going on an embassy 
for the King of kings, with full commission to 
lift up the standard of the cross: what my 
success might be I knew not, but this I knew, 
that the day would come when the standard 
would be planted, and all the people of this 
land be taught to keep rank under it. I re- 
mained one aight at Sadamahl on my way to 
the mel4, and two on my return, Almost 


the whole of the men who left our place last 
year, have returned; and several of them 
have followed me to this station, I trust they 
have got a lesson they will keep in mind. 
The effects of healthful discipline, esta- 
blished by our late worthy magistrate, could 
be seen here, although he is now gone. The 
time is not far gone, when the night used to 
be spent in one continued roar of catch thief, 
and firing guns and pistols, and passing the 
watchword from one end of the mighty con- 
course to the other. Unti] my books were all 
distributed, I went out about sunrise, re- 
turned about twelve o’clock, and after some 
refreshment returned to my work, and con- 
tinued till sunset. Many were the people 
who told me they had read the books I gave 
them last year. Many said, we read, but we 
understand but little; and how can it be 
otherwise? we have no one to teach us, 
Others would take books with evident marks 
of pleasure and thankfulness, and as they 
received them, they would look up to me 
with something of a child-like confidence, and 
say, “ Tell us how to understand the book.” 
I have sometimes been asked the following 
questions : Do you know those people? have 
ou seen them before? and where do they 
live ? I could but answer, No, I do not 
know them, nor do I remember seeing them 
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before. The reply to this was, Why, they all 
appear to know you, and from what you say 
to them one would suppose you knew them 
all. To all it seems as if there was a growing 
confidence in people’s minds, when they meet 
me in the mel4. I mention these things as 
tokens of the breaking down of the wall of 
partition, When I could speak, it required 
so much exertion that only a few of those 
nearest. to me could hear, and I was instantly 
out of breath. Numbers requested me to ex- 
plain the books, and I tried it, but was obliged 
to give it up. What could I do im such a case 
as this? I would, every time I saw a few very 
anxious people about me, call out to them, 
You Musalmans all say that you believe 
Moses and the prophets, we bring you nothing 
but what they foretold. We give you what 
they believed. We wish you to believe what 
the prophets and all of them believed, that 
Jesus Christ would come to die for the sins of 
the world. We tell you and prove to you 
that he is come. 

I have never seen any book so much 
admired by the natives as the “Fruits of 
Drunkenness ;’’ within the last month or 
two I have also frequently been asked for the 
“ Evidences of Christianity.” Those who 
have asked for such a work have not been 
able to explain clearly what they wanted; but 
they had seen a book or books given by me 
which they called the evidences of our faith, 
From what they said of this book, I have 
sometimes thought they might mean the 
gospel of Luke, and at others I have thought 
they had seen the Acts. To all appearance 
the brahmans continue in the serious mood I 
formerly mentioned. They now ask for books 
in a becoming way. The Musalm&n seemed 
greatly astonished to see the mfinshi with me, 
and some of them ventured to ask me whether 
he had joined us. Some few asked himself, 
and were soon answered in such a way as to 
leave them in deep silence and thoughtfulness, 
It would be altogether impossible to remember 
every thing said amidst the noise. 


A HOPEFUL CHARACTER, 


I was attended and assisted two days in the 
fair by a Hindu who came there on business. 
I do believe this man has been converted 
some time. One would have supposed, with- 
out hesitation, that he was one of our people. 
When he came to me, I was seated on some 
bamboos above the people, so that all could see 
what I was doing. He took his stand at my 
feet. Every opportunity he could get he 
would read or try to make himself heard by 
the people. He could be heard to ery with 
all his might, Jesus Christ is the Saviour of 
sinners, and those who reject so good and 
wonderful a Saviour shall justly perish. He 
was evidently much distressed at the unbelief 
of the people, and asked me how it was they 
did not see and understand things so very 
evident? things he could no more doubt of 
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than he could of his being. What could I 
answer to this, but that God had blessed him 
above many, and that what he felt and un- 
derstood was the work of God’s Spirit?’ He 
intended to call on me in the evening ; but 
his business must have prevented, for I did 
not see him till next day. When he got near 
me, he would have embraced my feet, but I 
never allow this. He said, You must become 
our guré. I answered, notin the way in which 
he used that word, but said, I will teach you all 
I know of God’s word; but I myself am a 
sinner, and nothing more than you are. To 
which he answered, Ah no, not so, that is not 
true ; you who have brought us such wonder- 
ful things, not more than we, andasinner? I 
tried to convince him of this. He said, I have 
often wished to be with you, and unless some 
one becomes our head, what is to become of 
us ? we cannot remain this way. This is not 
the will of God. I expected I should be able 
to join you with all my family ; but I know 
not what to do: sometimes they listen with 
much pleasure, and I think they are all ready, 
and then they break out into a rage all at once, 
and abuse me, and order me to throw away 
those books which have given them so much 
pain and trouble. I had intended to ask his 
name, but forgot; he told me his house was 
in Rupganj. I make no doubt but he will 
call some day. The number of books and 
tracts distributed was 2123, large and small ; 
this was all the box could contain. We have 
never, in any season, distributed so many 
large books, and yet, as we go on, the cry 
increases, Give us large books, that we may 
understand the whole. 
MUSALMAN CONTROVERSIAL TRACTS, 

It will be remembered that two or three 
years ago the Musalm4ns around Din4jpur 
distributed a circular against Christianity. It 
seems that since then they have commenced 
to write and print tracts. 

The Musalmans have been handing about 
a work against the Christian faith. I wrote 
to the person in whose possession it was, re- 
questing him to allow me to have a look at it. 
He did so, with a request to return it when I 
had seen it. I thought by getting it into my 
own hand, I should find out by whom it was 
written, and where printed and sold. But 
alas, how deceived was I. It has no author’s 
or printer’s name. It is a print, and not 
lithographed. I shall make another attempt 
to get a copy of it. I showed it to one of the 
MusalmAns here, and asked why a book with- 
out a name should be circulated in this un- 
derhand way, and hinted that we were never 
ashamed of owning the truth, This person 
said, the author intended by concealing his 
name to show his great wisdom. I very 
plainly stated that I was prepared to meet 
any number of them in any place they might 
name, if they would promise to keep to cool 
and reasonable argument. Promises have 
repeatedly been made, but no performances. 
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DELHI. 


Political events having attracted to Delhi a great number of persons from differ- 
ent parts of India, Mr. Thompson has had opportunities, of which he has gladly 
availed himself, to make known the gospel to many who were totally unacquainted 
with it. The following account is dated February 20th. 


Yesterday was a day of tjoy tous. I 
had the pleasure to baptize Sed pein’ viz., 
two Europeans and a native. The latter was 
Thakur Das, the goldsmith of the city, who 
had for two years been a candidate, and was 
only prevented being baptized last December 
by the threatened violence of his wife, who 
said she would throw herself into a well or 
forsake him. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Together with the governor-general’s eamp, 
we have had encamped west and south of the 
city, the Rajahs of Alwar, Bhurtpore, Dhaul- 
pore, Beekanere, and Kotah, and the Nabob 
of Tonk ; and I took this opportunity to visit 
their encampments with the word of Jesus, 
whose name and religion were strange news 
to the followers of the above Rajahs. They 
have most eagerly and gladly accepted of the 
word of the ‘“‘ Redeemer of the world ;” and 
some thousands of gospels and tracts in San- 
skrit, Hindui, Persian, and Urdu, will shortly 
be on the way to their country, and it is to be 
hoped, brought into use in their domiciles. 

The Babus too, in the audit and account- 
ant’s offices, some of them educated under 
Mr, Penney, others acquainted with Chris- 
tian books and missionaries, were very for- 
ward to obtain the word of God in Bengali ; 
and they too are gone away with some 500 
books and tracts in their own language. I 
never before witnessed in the natives of Ben- 
gal such unreserved and cordial reception of 
the Christian scriptures, and such an eager 
desire for the entire bible. All castes of 
Babus uniformly desired our books—their 
being brahmans made no difference in the 
expression of their wish for cur books. There 
is certainly a great moral change for the better 
about to take place in the Bengalis in the 
upper stations; and may the churches of 
Christ reap the benefit of it, by the accessions 
of members from this body of well-informed 
and now well disposed people. 

I wish I could say I did all I might have 
done among the thousands of heathen strang- 
ers who recently visited Delhi. I feel humbled 
that so little was done; but I still feel thank- 
ful for the opportunity afforded of making 
known Christ Jesus where he was not known, 
and rejoice that some hundreds of persons are 
taking away with them the treasure of the 
divine word, and some few of them impressions 
of the truths of revelation to which they had 
been strangers before. One man, indeed, @ 


stay with me, and maks himself further ac- 
quainted with the gospel, but I recommended 
his return home for the present. 


VENERATION FOR THE SANSKRIT LANGUAGE. 


It will not surprise you to find that a vene- 
ration for the Sanskrit language is universal ; 
two pandits being offered, what I affirmed 
was “ the word of God in Sanskrit according 
to the Christian faith,” they on taking the 
gospels in their hands, took off their shoes, 
and stood barefoot in the open street, while 
they read in them. They were from Dhaul- 
pore-bari, near Gwalior. Another Hindu 
from the same place, when I visited their 
encampment early in the morning, said, that 
a pandit whom ,I requested to see, would 
attend as soon as he should have “ cleaned 
his teeth and his mouth,” as he could not 
think of reading any thing in Sanskrit with 
unwashen hands and mouth. 


SUMMARY. 


I have waited thus long till the get 
from Dhaulpore should go away, and they 
are now gone, and I have reason to hope that 
two persons in particular have taken with 
them deep impressions of divine truth and of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, however un- 
palatable these things may have been to their 
highly prejudiced minds. One of these men 
was esteemed as a guru, or teacher, among 
them, ‘The scriptures and tracts distributed 
among the strangers, and very partially 
among the people of the city, are as follows : 


Vols. Gospels. Tracts. Total. ; 
385 2324 2774 
95 889 992 
280 288 609 
108 os 186: =) 
aa 6 z 
387 533 
In all......00 289 865 3894 6051 


Of but few of those who have taken our 
books, it can perhaps be said that they ay 
appreciate the treasure they are carrying wit 
them to their benighted provinces, but of 
most it may be affirmed that they are taking 
the germ of gospel knowledge with them, the 
little seed, which is to take root and grow up 
into a tree, in the branches of which many a 
sou! will take refuge under the ministrations 
of the Sovereign Spirit; and that the leaven’ 
of the gospel thus conveyed may now begin 
to diffuse itself among the mass of the people, 
will, I trust, be the prayer of all God’s ser- 


well read brahman of Bhurtpore, offered to | vants. 
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CHINA. 


Our readers will remember that a sum of £500 was voted by the Committee, a 
few months ago, from the Jubilee Fund, in aid of the missions of our American 
brethren in China; an acknowledgment of which, from the Foreign Secretary of 
the American Baptist Board of Missions, appeared in our number for July. We 
have now had the pleasure to receive letters direct from Hong Kong. In a letter 
written in April, Dr. Macgowan says, 


Baptists cannot be considered as intruders|a mission there. It is the only one of the 
here, for although Morrison was the first| five open ports which has not been selected 
protestant missionary in China, your Marsh-| by missionaries of other denominations as a 
man preceded him a long time in the same | field of labour, but in almost every respect it 
kind of labour ; indeed, the translation of the | is the very point we would have selected our- 
word of God effected by Marshman is in| selves, At the Straits, there is an English 
some respects the best that has been made; at| brother, Mr. Young, who perfectly under- 
least, his Genesis and Exodus is considered | stands the dialect of the province to which 
by scholars as far superior to any that has yet | we are going. We have requested our Board 
appeared. | to appoint him as a colleague for us. Possi- 

The mission of the American Baptist Board, | bly our society may not have the means to do 
though in its infancy, has been largely blessed | so; can he look for support to your society in 
by the great Head of the church. We have | the event of our’s not possessing the ability to 
here four male and one female missionaries, | enlarge its operations? He has been an 
all of whom, myself excepted, speak the lan- | assistant to Mr. Medhurst for four years, 
guage with considerable fluency. The gospel | and is anxious to be employed by the denomi- 
1s preached daily to crowds of eager listeners, | nation to which he is attached—the baptist. 
and several of the natives who have afforded | However, I hope we shall soon hear of his 
good evidence of a change of heart, have been | being appointed by our Board as one of their 
baptized. Through the liberality of her ma-| missionaries ; so that if you were willing to 
jesty’s ag eae Sir H. Pottinger, | engage him, you may not have the opportunity. 
ground has been granted us, whereon we| J hope you have been able ere this to pro- 
have erected two chapels and two mission-| cure medical missionaries for some of your 
houses ; the expense of the buildings was de-| African stations. I am every day more and 
frayed by donations from English and Ameri-| more persuaded, that missionaries of my pro- 
can residents here, Sir Henry himself sub-| fession are almost indispensable auxiliaries to 
scribing £50. Thus we are the first in this| the cause, especially where mission families 
very flourishing and important town. The/are placed in stations where other medical - 
Queen’s Road Baptist Chapel is the first pro-| assistance cannot be procured. I am full of 
testant place of worship erected in China. hope that, through a hospital which I am 

I purpose embarking, a few weeks hence, | going to establish at Fu Chou Fu, I shall be 
for Fuchou, the capital of the commercial | enabled to commend the gospel to very many, . 
province of Fuhkeén, in company with a|and prepare the way for the more honourable 
brother who understands the dialect of that | and more important labours of the preacher of 
great province, with the view of establishing | the gospel. 


In a subsequent letter, Dr. Macgowan, referring again to Mr. Young, adds, 
“Since that time we have heard from Boston, and have been authorized to admit 
him into our mission, which we are on the eve of doing.” 


A joint letter from the Baptist American missionaries, dated Hong Kong, China, 
June 9, 1843, contains a gratifying testimony of the value of the Chinese version 
executed many years ago at Serampore, and an affecting reference to the mischief 
which British cupidity has wrought, and is still working in China :— 


Your Marshman was the first protestant | work which this learned and pious servant of 
missionary who laboured specially for the| the Lord so ably commenced. 
Chinese. Under great disadvantages he ef-| As the noble efforts of our British brethren 
fected a translation of the scriptures which is| for the relief of the oppressed in the west have 
esteemed of high value. The present seems | been crowned with signal success, it is hoped 
an auspicious moment for following up the | that the wrongs of the east will not be for- 
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gotten by them. Neither slavery nor the 
slave-trade is fraught with more evil to 
Ethiopia, than the infamous opium traffic to 
the land of Sinim, It may be that you 
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can do little or nothing to stay this flood, 
which is bringing misery and death upon this 
unoffending people, but you possess the anti- 
dote—the gospel of Christ. 


AFRICA. 


FERNANDO PO. 


Intelligence, which all our readers will deem interesting, has been received from 
Mr. Sturgeon, dated Clarence, August 14th, 1843. The following are extracts :-— 


Since I last wrote to you I have been called 
to endure a great fight of afflictions. I in- 
formed you, in my last epistle, that my dear 
wife was anxiously looking for a vessel to 
convey her to her native land. Soon after 
that period I applied for a passage in the 
Mary (the vessel in which Mr. Clarke and 
Dr. Prince left Fernando Po in the year 
forty-three), which was then lying in our 
harbour. This step was agreed to after much 
deliberation and prayer, and not in any degree 
hastily, and not till after Mrs. Sturgeon had 
obtained a certificate from our medical ad- 
viser, purporting that it was her duty to re- 
turn to England without the least delay. 
But when we had made ready for her depar- 
ture, and I was about to engage her passage 
in the Mary, both Mrs. Sturgeon and myself 
thought that the most prudent course to adopt 
would be to wait a little longer, as her health 
was partially improved. Subsequent circum- 
stances have proved that it was not the will of 
God that she should leave that country, for 
the welfare of which in the first instance, she 
had forsaken her own. And somuch has the 
impaired constitution of Mrs. ee, oa been 
restored since that time, that we have alto- 
gether abandoned the project for the present. 
At the time that I expected to have been 
separated from my beloved companion, I was 
very ill myself. 1 was quite incapacitated for 
labour for nine weeks during the months of 
April, May, and June. The incessant anxiety 
for the spiritual prosperity of my flock, blended 
with my debilitated frame, tended greatly to 
depress my spirits. I looked upon myself as 
a burden to your society, receiving from its 
resources, without in any adequate degree 
meeting its demands. ‘‘ With strong crying 
and tears,” I made my supplications to him 
“whose ear attends the softest call;”’ and 
now is my mourning turned into singing. I 
recommenced my Jubours early in June, and 
from that time I have, by divine assistance, 
been permitted to prosecute my work without 


the least interruption from ill state of health, 
In consequence of an increased desire to hear 
the word, and to walk in the ways of God, 
my engagements have been multiplied ; but 
“<the Lord of hosts is with us.” On the 9th 
ult. I baptized five persons, and as one of 
them is the schoolmaster, and another a 
female who had acquired a greater notoriety as 
a tatler and a busy-body than for consistency, 
an unusual excitement prevailed in the town. 
A large number of young persons being pre- 
sent on the occasion, I made an especial ap- 

al to that interesting portion of my hearers; 
and for the first time, many were seen to - 
weep whilst hearing of the “ great salvation.” 
Nor could their parents stifle the penitent 
sigh, or stop the falling tear. To see both 
the parent and the child powerfully impressed 
with divine truth and divine love, surely was 
a scene upon which angels must have gazed 
with ineffable delight. The feelings then 
produced upon all persons have been followed 
with earnest prayer to him who alone is able 
to ‘‘ make the parched ground become a pool, 
and the thirsty land springs of water.” And 
now, my dear sir, I feel the impotence of my 
pen to give any thing like a faithful portrait 
of the present state of things, Were I not to 
leave my home to visit the people, I might be 
almost constantly employed in attending to 
the wants of those who are thirsting for the 
bread of life. But believing that domiciliary 
visitation should be scrupulously adhered to, 
I spend much of my time in these useful 
exercises ; and I have good reason to believe 
that an amount of good has been effected 
which could not have been realized in any 
other department of labour. 

I have long lamented the awful state of our 
youth, but knew not how to remedy the evil. 
To strike at once at the root of the evil, I 
thought that I had better begin with the 
parents themselves, which I did by preaching 
a sermon to them expressly upon the subject. 
For it is a lamentable fact, that when parents 
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see any of their children become hardened in 
their crimes, that it is a very common thing 
for them to put them under the care, or 
rather the tyranny, of their neighbours. But 
one of the worst features of the case is, that 
the parent exhibits the crime of the little de- 
linquent in the most aggravating form, which 
being known to the child, makes him both 
hate and avoid his parents and his home. 
The child then of necessity being a stranger 
to filial affection, and unrestrained by pa- 
rental discipline, seizes every opportunity for 
the indulgence of its own sinful desires and 
passions, and ina short time makes no mean 
figure in pilfering, lying, and cruelty. In 
attempting a reformation of these deep-rooted 
abuses, I deeply felt that I was touching ten- 
der ground, and could not but mingle many 
fears with my hopes of success. 1 founded 
my address upon Gen. xviii. 19. Impressed 
with the importance of the subject, I spoke 
plainly and pointedly ; much more so than I 
had intended. And now for the first time in 
Africa, I saw, to my inexpressible delight, 
parents weeping over their neglect to their 
offspring, which so affected the children as to 
make streams of tears flow down their little 
cheeks. Parents and children weeping over 
their mutual failings, being a scene truly 
novel in this part of Africa, has produced a 
powerful impression throughout the town of 
Clarence. On thé following Lord’s day (July 
30th) I preached to the young, illustrating 
and enforcing my subject by scriptural cha- 
racters. ‘The scene was one of the most im- 
posing character. To see a large number of 
young persons listening with the greatest 
attention to the glorious truths of the gospel, 
and weeping over their youthful follies, who 
but a short time since were ignorant of the 
plainest duties and privileges, and altogether 
reckless of danger, filling up the measure of 
their iniquity with greediness: we say, to see 
this, we could not but fondly hope that those 
who had been so long under the peculiar curse 
of God, were now about to enjoy his especial 
blessing. 

T have lately preached on the duties of hus- 
bands and wives, as the ‘ palavers”’ arising 
from these sources are numerous. These 
things are no matter of surprise, as the con- 
nexions were originally formed without the 
most distant thought of reciprocal affection being 
an indispensable requisite to conjugal felicity. 
An idea of their views upon the subject may 
be obtained from the fact of several young 
men having put marks upon a few liberated 
female slaves, and afterwards claiming them 
for their wives, using as arguments, their 
having marked and fed them! Two of these 
young men came to me complaining of Mr. 
Hensman’s conduct toward them, in refusing 
to give up the girls whom they had marked 
for their wives. The complainants appeared 
to think themselves hardly dealt with, in not 
being able to obtain a wife upon terms more 
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easy than those of getting a sheep or a goat. 
Having proved to them that the sable objects 
of their wishes were no longer marketable 
commodities, and pointed out to them their 
folly in choosing those for wives with whom 
they were altogether unacquainted, and of 
whose language they knew not one word, 
they left me with dejected countenances, and 
practically declaring, ‘‘ These are hard say- 
ings, who can hear them?” How long it 
will be ere these amateurs will be competent 
to digest Watts’s ‘‘ Unequal Matches,” it is 
hard to say; but the time is evidently come 
when they are prepared to receive instruction 
upon the subject. Had I brought these 
abuses before them twelve months ago, in so 
conspicuous a manner, they would have been 
but indifferently received. I gave occasional 
hints of them, which, from their ignorance 
and immaturity in spiritual things, had but 
little effect; but gratefully observing their 
growth in scriptural knowledge, and advances 
in Christian experience, I have, in humble 
dependence upon the divine blessing, made a 
bold attack, mingled with the strongest affec- 
tion, upon their degraded views of matrimo- 
nial duties and conjugal blessings, the pleas- 
ing effect of which is visible to al] parties. 
To promote family piety, I visit one or two 
families every Lord’s day, and read, pray, and 
sing with them. My reception, both by the 
parents and the children, has been all that I 
could wish. The parents express their grati- 
tude for my visits in tears, and in affecting 
terms, say, “ Pickaninney head too strong; 
when we speak to them they can’t hear we; 
they no believe; but we sake them so. First 
time we flog them too much, we no do good 
for them; and we self do too much foolish 
and bad: they look we, and do the same 
way.” The tender emotions of the heart 
evinced by the parents on these occasions, 
develope how great is their present solicitude 
for those who will soon fill their places both 
in the church and in the world. The day 
after my public address to parents, many of 
them who had children under their care be- 
longing to other parents, sent them home, 
saying, ‘¢ The first fashion no good; we must 
do the word of God, which missionary tell we 
for good, and bring up child for God.” Several 
young persons are now under religious im- 
pressions, and from appearances we hope 
that their number will soon be increased. I 
have formed a class of eight interesting young 
women, whom I meet once a week ; explain 
to them the scriptures, show them the advan- 
tages of early piety, and affectionately entreat 
them to choose that good part which shall not 
be taken from them. As these young persons 
have been too much led away by two coloured 
females of considerable influence in the town, 
I have visited these said persons, and en- 
deavoured to bring them over to our cause, by 
pointing out to them their sin and danger, 
and exhibiting to them, as strikingly as I 
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_ could, the unmeasured love of a blessed Sa- 
viour to a fallen world, They heard me with 
the greatest interest, and though we cannot 
rank them with our list of inquirers, yet I 
doubt not their soul-destructive influence over 
those now under my peculiar care, will in a 
_ great degree be frustrated ; so that an impor- 
tant end will be answered, though not all that 
could have been desired. I also meet the 
children of our congregation (forty in number) 
once a week, and devote half an hour in 
teaching them singing and the first principles 
of music, and half an hour in imparting to 
them general and religious instruction, It is 
truly pleasing to inform you, sir, that there 
are more than twenty children and young 
persons, who can read the New Testament, 
and speak the English language moderately 
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well. I feel my situation at the present time 
to be more than commonly responsible. Much 
depends upon me; and much is expected 
from me. I am frequently engaged in ex- 
amining and instructing inquirers separately, 
for upwards of four hours together, without 
the least relief. But as I feel that I can bear 
a larger portion of labour at the present time 
than at any previous period, my increasing 
labours give birth to greaterenjoyments. Yet 
knowing my exposure to sickness from extra 
effort and more intense anxiety, I rejoice with 
trembling, lest I should be again laid aside 
from my delightful work of winning souls 
unto Christ, before the arrival of our dear 
anticipated brethren. How emphatically can 
we use the language of the apostle, “‘ Dear 
brethren, pray for us,” 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


RETURN OF MISSIONARIES. 


On the second of November, Mr. Abbott, Mr. | niece, embarked for Jamaica in the Hopewell, 


Dutton and his daughter, Mrs. Knibb and her | Captain Hoseason. 


Mr. and Mrs, Oughton 


daughters, and Miss Eastow, Mr. Phillippo’s | sailed on the 16th for Kingston. 


LAUNCH OF THE DOVE. 


Our schooner, for the use of the missionaries 
in Africa, was launched on the 11th of Novem- 
ber, from the yard of the builder, Mr. John 
Laird, North Birkenhead, Liverpool, The 
Liverpool Standard, which gives a detailed 
account of the scene, and eulogizes highly the 
construction and fittings of the vessel, says, 


“ We do not remember to have seen a vessel of 
more beautiful model, or one more likely te be 
found a good sea boat in a gale, and a swift 
sailer under ordinary circumstances. She went 
off and plunged into her destined element in 
fine style, amidst the shouts of the numerous 
spectators, and looked beautiful when afloat.” 


VALEDICTORY SERVICES. 


On Wednesday evening, October 11th, an stating the exercises of their own minds with 
interesting service, in connexion with the de- reference to their intended enterprize. 


parture of Mr. Thomas Thompson and Mr. 
Thomas Milburn for Western Africa, as engi- 
neer and mate on board the baptist steamer, 
was held in Tuthill Stairs chapel vestry, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. The Rev. R. Pengilly, 
who conducted the services, delivered an appro- 
priate address, which was feelingly responded 
to by Messrs.”.Thompson and Milburn, in 


On Thursday evening the teachers of the 
sabbath-schools held a meeting, Mr. H. A. Wil- 
kinson in the chair, when Mr. Thompson, 
superintendent of Hillgate branch school, was 
presented with a handsome writing-desk, bear- 
ing the following inscription :-— 

“Presented to Mr. Thomas Thompson, on 
his departure for Africa, by the teachers ot 
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Tuthill Stairs School, as a token of their affec- | ren, and appropriate hymns were — ny os 
tionate regard. Newcastle, Oct. 12, 1843.” a whole, we trust the service has m a 

On both these affecting and deeply solemn | indelible impression, and that a missionary oe 
occasions, Messrs. Thompson and Milburn were | ing will thereby be increased, and perpetua’ : 
commended in prayer, to the care and guidance | and evidenced by increased effort and prayer for 
of an allwise Jehovah, by several of the breth- | the heathen world. 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES. 


AWRICA co. ccc0csccceccse BATHURST Jeccsccsssuaeees aaeaaae J. Merrick, July 21. 
FERNANDO PO ik -ceacenesemeee T. Sturgeon, August 14. 
A'SUK 5 cecoseicascovecesss OALOUDED. cccnquacnwaxncmuceenens W. W. Evans, August 16. 


A. Leslie, July 31. 
J. Thomas, May 18, July 6, Sep. 21. 
J. Wenger, Sep. 16. 


CORON Oy cccoctccrencaaee eceeucevs E, Daniel, June 12. 

THONGS RONG) wx s,s soso tan ccoee D. J. Macgowan, June 9. 
BAWAMAS, .ccccctensoves NASSAU, corse savcendevedcounn eed H. Capern, October 12. 

ATG USA NE ve ceteruea ee W. Littlewood, Sep. 24. 
JAMAICA ol cecace an AERODER SAS W. Lloyd, Sep. 20. 

CALABAR ccccianstaancieoaanas J. Tinson and others, Oct. 6. 

FAGMO UT Hicasecvecesexccasxeasttw .W. Knibb, Sep. 19, Oct. 5. 

HUGEEH'S, BIRED saxccdleadenscs .W. Hume, Sep. 18. 

DATO BA saticc eta nenatatoraat E. J. Francies, Sep. 2 and 12. 

E. Woolley, Oct. 3. 

Port MARIA.......... pent viet D. Day, Sep. 20, Oct. 6. 

SERINID AD ceycaccvaccacs LORE OF SPATH 3 coccuneseceies .G. Cowen, Oct 6.. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to ladies at Stepney, for a case of clothing, for 
Mrs. Pearson, of Nassau ; to ladies of the independent church, Maidenhead, for a package of 
clothing, &c., for Africa ; to friends at Bridgnorth, for a parcel of clothing, for the same; to 
friends at St. Albans, for a box of clothing, for the same; to friends at Weymouth, for a chest 
of clothing, for the same ; to friends at Keppel Street, for a parcel of clothing, for the same; 
to the British and Foreign School Society, for a grant of school materials, for Rev. H. Capern, 
of Nassau ; to Mr. B. Brown, of Dunstable, for a parcel of books, for Africa; to Miss Wil- 
liams, for a parcel of magazines, &c.; to friends at Berwick upon Tweed, for a parcel of 
“‘odds and ends,” for Rey. J. Clarke, Africa; to ladies at Abingdon, for a box of clothing, 


&c., for the same; and to Miss Sarah Payne, of Chesham, for a box of clothing, &c., for 
Messrs. Merrick and Fuller, Africa, 


Tn addition to the contributions alread 
very thankfully acknowled 
matical silk flag, 
Liverpool. 


y received for the Missionary Vessel, the committee 
ge the receipt of a set of Marryatt’s Signals and a beautiful emble- 
for the use of the Mission Vessel, from the ladies of Pembroke Chapel, 
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Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


&s. d. 

Annual Subscriptions. 
Gibbs, Mr. S.N. ......... 1 ee 
Gladding, Mr.... aren’ 9 
Tredway, Mr........ we! G10 0 


Donations. 
Bible Translation Soci- 
ety, for Translations. .500 0 0 
Kightley, Mrs., for In- 
dia 


0 
aeuse 20 th 


Manfield, W., Esq. . 
Legacy. 

Cozens, W., Esq., late of 
Amwell Street ......... 50 0 

LonDON AND MIDDLESEX 

AUXILIARIES. 

Battersea— 

Lowe, Martha, for 

RE. scerenerctiiace 10 

Clapham, Society in aid 
of Missions..........-.+- 0 0 

Healing, Moiety, by Rey. 

, G. J. Adeney........ fot 18 8 
BERKSHIRE. 
Ashampstead........--.-+<+ 5 60 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Beaconsfield— 

Reynolds, Mr., Mis- 
sionary Box by.. woe OAD 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Isleham— 

Frost, Mr. John, jun., 
collected by, by Mr. 

TOPEGTE. ccecesevceesoe 50 0 

Wisbeach, by W. B. Gur- 

NEY, ESq....+s0+ seeeee 20 0 
Ditto, for Translations ye, 
Ditto, for Schools... 3°50 
Ditto, for Africa ..... OO 

CHESHIRE. 

Chester— 

Harling, Mr......A.S. 1 1 0 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
THOYNDUEY coosceseeseoreeee 17 1 0 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Hartley Row— 
Collection.<i.<c00. 6 5.7 
Contributions.......... 9 4 11 

Lymington— 
eet John, Esq.,A.S. 2 2 0 

Winchester— 

Collection .......00000 2 5 
KENT. 
nn oe ee, OD e510 
Canterbury.. air e 


Deal crscsersesssreenserrscsces 


of October, 1848. 


Ls kk 
Dover— 

Salem Chapel ........... 1116 0 
~ Pent Side..... F000 
Folkstone . 7 ee a 
Ramsgate .. - 25 0 0 
St Peter’s......sce0.00.0s.-. 13 12 6 

LANCASHIRE. 
Ashton— 
Lees, E., Esq., for 
Sanserit Version of 
Old Testament.... .... 10 
Do., for Miss. Vessel 5 0 0 
Rochdale— 
Collections.... nee ee 
Contributiens ........... 136 8 9 


Sunday School, Col- 
lected by Female 


PUSMCHOTR coc sccnceoseounn 014 6 
Sabden— 
Collections .........0...+ 10 14 10 
Sunday Sehool ......... ae: 
Contributions for San- 
serit Version of Old 
Testa Ment... cessacevees 2. 84 
LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Arnsby— 
Collection ..........06 Pn 6 ee 
Contributions.......... 4 7 8 
Blaby— 
Collection .......... ferent a 
Contributions ........... 20 0 
Foxton— 
Collection .............. 1 4 6 


Leicester— 
Harvey Lane— 
Collections........++0» 
Contributions........ 
Do., Sun. Schools 2 3 
Loughborough— 
Collections .....-+ es-0++s 
Contributions........+.+ 
Monks Kirby— 
Collection...-.crcecesees 
Oadby— 
Waldron, MIs.......+00. 
Sheepshead — 
Collection ....... wadsevns 
Contributions... 
Sutton in Elms— 
Collection ........ oes 
Contributions .......+++ 
Syston— 
Collection 


MonMOUTHSHIRE. 


Abergavenny— 
Frogmore Street— 
Collections.. 
Contributions. Mt 
Do., Sun. School. a 

Lion Street— 

Collection 
Contributions ........ 
Do., Sun. Schooi.. 
Abersychan— 
Collection... 
Contributions. ......-s06 


: 


saenebenenes 


ett. Ye 
oo Conse NOW 
— 


see seenerenes 


HO ONW OFF 
ON ONS wor 


Blaenayon— 
Ebenezer— 
Collection .....0ccseeee 
Contributions ........ 
Do., Sun, School.. 
Horeb— 
Collection ...cccccssees 
Blainagwent— 
Collection .......0. Secs 
Contributions......... ~ 
Caerleon— 
Collection .. 
Contributio: 
Chepstow— 
Bateman, John, addi- 


i) 
a 
a 
> ao @ NOH 


tional, for Africa... 010 6 
Darenfelin — 
Beersheba— 
Collection .......0.. 1 0 0 
Llangibby— 
Collection .-.ccsccacssee 8 TL 
Contributions ........... 0 10 10 
Llanhiddel— 
Collectionc.a,c.scascccce LE ae 
Contributions......... ore, 2 10 16 
Llanwenarth— 
Collection ......s.ceverss Goer iby 8: 
Nantyglo— 
Hermon— 
Collection ............. 112 6 
Contributions........ 217 6 
Do., Sun. School. 915 0 
Newbridge— 
Beulah— 
Collection ....... 3 010 
Contributions... Low 6 
Newport— 
English Church— 
Phillips, Mr. S....... 1 1 0 
Penegarn— 
Tabernacle— 
Collection ..... 0.000 110 § 
Contributions....... 2 2 6 
Pisgah— 
Collection. \<...s.ssseesacsmed, O10) 
Pontheer— 
Collection ...... aenaeves ~ 0.12 0 
Contributions....... ope 20” GE 
Pontrhydyryn— 
Collection .....sescorecens 218 6 
Contributions ........... 716 6 
Pontypool— 
Collection at Public 
MECHiNg oorcorecrore 2 0 O 
Trosnant— 
Collections... Pre i i pores 
Contributions. isi i ah 
Risca— 
Collection ......... tea ee 6 
Salem— 
Collection vicsesersrvseess 10 DA 
Usk— 

Collectiony sti. BSS 
Contributions.......... 3 3 6 
NorrIinGHAMSHIRE, 

Basford— 
Collection sissssesccooese F O O 
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7 eid Fo Bradford 
i = nichester— — 
Coen Orchard, MT... sess 0 Collections— _ ae 
Public Meeting and Forest Row . 0 Public Meeting.. 
reakfast ....ceeee 13 12 4) Hailsham 0 Sion Chapel ...... 7 
George Street ......- 6 | Hastings... 9 _ Westgate Chapel.... 12 
Park Street ..... fo 0 | Horsham.... 9 | Shipley— 
Contributions ...:...-. 8 | Lewes..... 9 Girls’ Sunday School, 
Southwell— Midhurst. 0 for support of. Native 
Collection ..... peLcna ct 2110 Berra : Girl, “ Mercy Scott, oa 
Woodborough— VO wccscvee . a ontcancdetkagasienn «s 
LON! <cssauceqcoesad 1 6 8| Uckfield ..........s0ceeeee02 1017 2 | Sutton— 
ithe _-__ ——_—__ Collection ......... siasous we ORE 
Contributions .......... 613 8 
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IRISH CHRONICLE, 


RETROSPECT. 


Tue former numbers of the Chronicle for the present year have differed in one 
respect from the Chronicles of preceding years. Instead of exhibiting from month 
to month labours and results that of necessity must be similar—perhaps almost the 
same—brethren have sought to give general views of Ireland, of missionary work 
there, and of Christian duty in reference to it. The plot of Roman Catholics to 
spread their pernicious errors over all parts of the world has been laid open, and it 
has been shown that to the success of this plot the condition of Ireland in respect 
of religion greatly conduces. The religious statistics of Ireland have been pre- 
sented, and though we are quite aware that many warm-hearted Christian men, 
friends of truth, and ardent well-wishers to the spiritual interests of that country 
will demur to the statement, it has been proved, beyond contradiction, that the 
established church system is utterly inefficient. It has made papists, not converted 
them to the faith of Christ. 

It has been shown, further, that there is in this country a lamentable amount of 
ignorance as to the moral and spiritual condition of the people we seek to benefit. 
With an increase in their religious necessities there has been actually a falling off 
in attempts to meet them. The fact is painful, but the truth must be told. We 
talk of the necessities of the heathen afar off, and almost shut our eyes and ears to 
those of the perishing thousands at home. “ You have been knocking long and 
often at our doors,” said a lady to the secretary, whom she accidentally met a few 
days since in the street of a provincial town, “sad is it that Christians will not 
hear you.” Ireland is not known, her maladies are ignorantly regarded as hopeless ; 
and the heart that almost bleeds over Hindoo superstition or African stupidity, is 
callous when we tell of Ireland’s error and folly. ‘“ You can do them no good,” is 
the oft repeated cry; or, “ The time has not yet come ;” or some other equally 
unfounded and hard-hearted apology for refusing to make the attempt. Friends 
have reasoned on “ Justice to Ireland ;” they have told of encouraging results where 
efforts have been steadily persevered in—results far beyond those realised in many 
a missionary field—the bright and cheering appearances of which, nevertheless, 
have deservedly been the theme of both the pulpit and the platform, while those 
we present have been passed over with either cold neglect or but a momentary 
expression of pleasure. We have tried to show why these results are not. vastly 
greater than we admit them to be—certainly not from any want of promise in the 
soil, but just because we omit to plough and to sow in hope. Feeble efforts, 
however, must not be despised ; and above all things, we must not allow ourselves 
to sleep when we should be discerning the signs of the times, and putting forth our 
activities on behalf of the land to which we owe so much. 


It remains to ask what is to be the practical issue-of the considerations we have 
40 
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endeavoured to present. Is our own society, are other societies, to do more for 
Ireland, or shall they do less? Will wealthy Christians in this country, will our 
churches sustain the committee of our. own society, for instance, in the alternative 
they are disposed to adopt? or shall we be compelled to say, enough or more than 
enough, in the judgment of the friends of missions in this country, is done for 
Ireland ; more shall not, at least with our concurrence, be attempted. 

It is but right to say, on behalf of the committee to which we refer, that they 
have anticipated what friends may be prepared to say on this question. Since the 
last annual meeting divine mercy has placed within their reach additional agency, 
and they have employed it; not without hesitation—the state of their exchequer 
has compelled them to hesitate—but what could they do when God opened the 
fields, and gave them the individuals by whom apparently those openings were to 
be occupied. They trust in him for the requisite pecuniary assistance. This is not 
a vain trust. God has given means in unexpected ways before. He will do it 
again. Every reader of these lines, however, should feel that perhaps of his 
resources, be they small or large, God may be calling for something towards this 
expected aid. “If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what a 
man hath, and not according to that he hath not.” 

Many friends have received a circular entreating contributions of five pounds 
each by the end of the year, in addition to what they may have done for the 
society already, while the months have rolled on. A debt of £500, in addition to a 
still larger amount, which, throughthe kindness of a friend, the committee have been 
able to provide for, without, as they hope, asking the public to remove it, has ren- 
dered these applications necessary. That debt must be paid. Applications were 
made only to the liberal donors to the Jubilee fund of the mission, since it was 
thought they were the most likely parties to respond favourably. As yet, but few 
replies have been received, almost all of them promising the requested amount. 
One reply from Wales, conveying half that amount, says, “It will perhaps induce 
some of your friends to give a like sum, and so join with a poor Welshman in the 
honour of making one of the hundred to do the good service of helping the society 
out of debt.” It is hoped that during the ensuing month such replies will come to 
hand as will at once encourage the committee, and assure brethren “in the high 
places of the field,” that they are cared for and kindly sympathised with in their 
arduous undertaking. 

By one thing the committee have been specially encouraged within the year. It 
is well known that the late Mr. Cozens visited Ireland in the summer for the bene- 
volent purpose of examining for himself what the society is doing, and the necessity 
for its labours ; as well as to gain a stimulus to his own efforts, by no means small, 
in aid of the society’s operations. It pleased God to shorten his visit and suspend 
his efforts by a most painful and sudden death. Such notes of this valued friend’s 
tour, however, as he had made, afford unequivocal evidence of the pleasure he felt at 
what he saw of the grace of God; and in more than one instance, his esteemed 
widow, who accompanied him, has given substantial proof of the effect of what 
they witnessed. Particulars need not be given, but we cannot help expressing the 
desire that other gentlemen would take equal pains to inform themselves on the 
claims of Ireland, Such a society as ours would not then have to speak of debt, 
or of hesitating, cautious, and checked efforts to accomplish their heart’s desire, 
Means would be abundant, and God would honour them with his blessing. 
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Brethren’s letters from Ireland, of re- 
cent dates, afford the following extracts: 


A reader says, 

“ Where I have found the family within, I 
have generally been a welcome visitor, they 
have heard with attention, they have been 
thankful for my call, and many of them have 
brought in their neighbours to listen to the 
good word of the Lord.” 


A minister says, 


“ Tt is pleasing from time to time to have 
a little progress to communicate, Last Lord’s 
day an aged female, nearly eighty, was added 
to the church. An old and lately dissipated 
man was induced to attend,—he received the 
truth,—and though as yet our friends hesitate 
to receive him, the change in his character is 
so evident that their doubts are weakening, 
and he, I trust, will soon be added to our 
number. I have lent bibles to some Roman 
Catholics in this neighbourhood ; and, I find, 
with great pleasure, that these bibles have 
been circulating. Ten persons profess to have 
been more or less benefited.” 

“T believe,’ says a reader, “that the 
word has been blessed to the souls of a few 
whom I visit. Whether the all-important 
work is effected by the reading or preaching 
the word, in private houses or the more so- 
lemn assembly, it is all of God. ‘ Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name be 
all the praise.’ ” 


Mr. Eccurs writes from Coleraine :— 


“ There is comparatively little variety in 
the course of my labours here. We are get- 
ting on much as usual, but always realizing 
some degree of success. In four stations, 
from two to ten miles distant from the town, 
besides the morning and evening Sabbath ser- 
vices, I continue to preach ‘ all the words of 
this life.’ Within the last seven months we 
have baptized seven persons. On the whole, 
I have to thank God for having given me a 
considerable share of favour among the peo- 
ple. The truth, in reference to the ordi- 
nances of Christ’s kingdom, is steadily spread- 
ing: its energy is daily displayed, and this 


too I have reason to affirm, in instances not 
a few, from which our little community has 
received no accession of numbers. In one 
word, we never were exposed to a closer su- 
perveillance, we neyer had more opposition 
to contend with, and our prospects never 
were brighter. 

« The debt upon our chapel has been, to a 
cause so weak as ours, a considerable source 
of embarrassment. I went to Scotland last 
month, in order, if possible, to obtain the 
means of diminishing it. To the brethren in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow I had, the preceding | 
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year, made a personal application, to which 
they nobly responded. Nevertheless, they 
now also aided me promptly and liberally ; 
and I take this opportunity of publicly ex- 
pressing the thanks of the church, and my 
own sincere acknowledgments, for the very 
valuable and encouraging personal kind- 
ness I received among them. Dr. Carson 
also preached in our chapel, and a collection 
was taken on the occasion. A considerable 
sum, however, still remains unpaid, and as yet 
we have no vestry or retiring room, the want 
of which we feel to be a great inconvenience.” 


A letter from another brother, of Nov. 
3rd date, contains the following sen- 
tences -— 


“T find my countrymen, notwithstanding 
the excitement that just now prevails, as 
kind, as attentive, and as anxious to converse 
about their eternal weal, as heretofore. I do 
think that soon they will discriminate be- 
tween truth and error, and that your labours 
will eventually be crowned with success. 
Many Roman Catholics have received the 
knowledge of the truth, but still they retain 
the name of Roman Catholic, and this class 
in Ireland is by no means small. A little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump; and we 
might hope, that the good resulting from the 
views and conduct of such will be of large 
amount. I continue to have good congrega- 
tions both at A. and K., and the out-stations 
generally. That at K. is very encouraging. 
A good work is going on in that station 
among the Roman Catholics. The clergy- 
men of the established Church have exerted 
all their influence to have me excluded from 
the place, but I find the congregation as 
large and attentive as usual. 1 find it a great 
advantage to have a good teacher. I hope 
you will continue to estimate and appreciate 
the?labours of this agency in Ireland. When 
the men are good they are indeed valuable. 
You saw M. just after he was leaving the 
church of Rome; he hag since much im- 
proved, and I do think he is a good man, 
and one that ought to be encouraged. 


Mr. Muuuern writes at the close of 
October :— 


“We have long felt urgent need for a day 
school at Conlig, and have been hoping that 
the committee might soon be able to grant us 
some assistance for the support of one ; and I 
am. now happy to be able to inform you that 
the Lord has raised a friend in another quarter 
to render the needed aid. Good Mrs. Cozens, 
of Amwell Street, Claremont Square, whom 
you know well, to whom I incidentally made 
known the circumstances of the case, has very 
kindly promised to supply what we need,—ten 
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pounds a year, at least for the first year. 
Ten pounds more we shall be able to raise 
among ourselves by a great effort, and this will 
support the school, A pious young man, and 
every way, it is thought, well qualified for the 
situation, just offers ; so that, God willing, in 
a few days we shall have a school opened in 
Conlig that will, I trust, prove a great blessing 
to the neighbourhood. Sincere thanks to 
Mrs. Cozens, who by her kind promise has 
enabled us to do so. I wish also to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of a parcel from Mrs. 
Cozens, containing a number of tracts, and 
ten copies, neatly bound, of our denomina- 


tional hymn-book ; for which that lady has | 


my grateful thanks, and those of the friends 
at Conlig. 


Mr. Bates writes :— 


On Monday morning, the 9th Oct. I left home 
for D , Which I reached late at night. The 
following day I went a few miles to baptize 
a female, and preached at night, This is a 
pious woman and I believe will be an orna- 
ment to her profession. As she lives about 
fifty miles from this, however, it will be im- 
possible for her to attend, Wednesday I 
returned to S , Visited a few families, left 
a few tracts, and preached at night. Thurs- 
day, very early in the morning, I went to 
Visited and inspected the school, 
which I hope will do well. Went to see 
four or five families during the day, read and 
prayed with most of them ; left a few tracts, 
and preached in the evening. I proceeded to 
C—— on Thursday, inspected the school, 
and preached the same day. “Mrs. H-——, 
who superintends this school, is an English 
lady from near Bristol. She teaches the 
children to knit silk socks, little fancy articles, 
&c., and then sends them to her friends, near 
Bristol, where they are sold. Some of the 
little girls earn 10s. per quarter, and she lays 
out the money for them either in potatoes, or 
the purchase of a cow, or clothing, just as 
she thinks best. But above all, the children 
are well instructed in the scriptures, and she 
has thirty or forty every Sabbath in the 
Sunday-school. Saturday, started for B : 
visited three families, read and prayed with 
two of them, and went on to Mr. § 5 OF 
AB —, where I remained that night. 

In the morning I left to meet the brethren 
at C , where we met together to “break 
bread,” and afterwards preached in R—— 
in the evening. Monday morning, visited a 
few families in the neighbourhood, left a few 
tracts, and went on to Mr. J M ’s, 
where I preached in the evening. Tuesday 
morning, preached in the neighbourhood ; 
had a very lengthened Conversation with a 
Roman Catholic; gave away a few tracts, 
and preached again a few miles further at 
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night, Wednesday, passed over the moun- 
tains to S——., preached on Thursday even- 
ing, and returned home on Friday. 

During this journey I only had one Roman 
Catholic, I think, that heard me preach. I 
hope, however, that good is doing among 
them, as well as the ignorant Protestants. I 
only want more spirituality of mind, and 
more gratitude, to make me more happy. 
The people are all very kind, and though in 
one house, or little cottage, where I stopped 
to sleep, there were about eight pigs and 
twenty geese, yet I am always delighted to 
see how anxious the poor people are to make 
me comfortable and happy. The only thing 
that I feel to be uncomfortable is the smoke, 
which sometimes affects my eyes, but this, I 
hope will not burt. Praying that the Lord 
may bless these labours and bless us all. 


A reader writes under date of 


Oct. 19 :-— 


In my last I mentioned two Roman Ca- 
tholics who had been in the habit of attending 
at our prayer-meetings at R , to each of 
whom I gave a bible, and I have now the 
pleasure of informing you that one of them 
has thrown off the popish mask, and is become 
a reformer ; the other remains neuter, but is 
still engaged in reading and carefully studying 
the sacred word, and making a pleasing pro- 
ficiency in divine knowledge. I trust, ere 
long, that I will be able to say of him, that he 
is not only a reformer, but a believer, and a 
useful man also. 

On the 8th inst., being the day of our ap- 
pointed prayer-meeting in K » a very in- 
telligent Roman Catholic, named M ‘ 
came from C , adistance of about eight 
miles, solely for the purpose of religious con- 
troversy, as he himself afterwards acknow- 
ledged. Immediately on entering the house 
he introduced a controversial book, the doc- 
trines of which he said he was prepared to 
support on the authority of the bible. A long 
discussion of necessity ensued, during which 
most of the principal doctrines of the church: 
of Rome were discussed, and refuted from the 
very authority to which he referred. And 
what I rejoice to have to add is, that to his 
great credit, the best temper was sustained all 
through ; and also, as an instance of the good 
effect which I hope may follow, I herewith 
give his own words, which I copy from a 
note received from him this morning, 


“ Dear Sir,—I have since been considering 
the arguments you brought forward against 
me last night ; but as I have no bible to con- 
sult, I cannot do so to my liking. Should you 
be so kind as to lend-me one by the bearer, I 
would feel greatly obliged. I hope you will 
not refuse if you possibly can, as I will keep 
it safe, and return it at any time you appoint. 
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T expect soon again to see you ; not to argue, 
but to converse. Yours sincerely, 
J. M 
This, I thought, was a request too important 
to be refused, so that I sent him a bible 
with an accompanying note, in which I re- 
ferred to the imperative duty and great advan- 
tages of studying God’s holy word. I hope 
the roe Spirit may sanctify that word to his 
soul. 


» 
. 


Mr. M‘Carruy writes:— 

Some years ago I baptized Surgeon 
M‘Manus and his truly excellent wife. It so 
* turned out, from circumstances over which no 
finite being has control, that for the last 
seven or eight years they have been deprived 
of our communion. A few weeks since I re- 
ceived a letter from his son to say, that after 
having completed his study at Glasgow, he 
had located at Ballymore, a place not many 
miles from this town, and that the truth 
which had been impressed on his mind in his 
boyhood, had followed him in strong convic- 
tions for sin, and that it had finally ripened in 
his conversion. A series of letters of deep 
interest follow this, both with himself and 
with his very pious father. The result is, 
his father and mother will be reunited with 
the church at Rahue, and on Lord’s-day, the 
first instant, I baptized him and another very 
excellent young man, so that will be an ac- 
cession of four new members to our church 
there. At six o’clock the next morning I 
went by the packet to Tullamore; and here, 
indeed, the Lord has revived a most pleasing 
spirit of hearing amongst the people. The 
time I preached here before, I got four new 
twelve feet forms, which, with what we had 
before, were all occupied ; and this evening, 
though the hearers were not quite so nume- 
rous, it was wonderful when compared with 
what we had some timeago. James Sutliffe, 
the schoolmaster, does his part admirably in 
inviting the people, and, by the way, his 
school is in a very thriving condition. 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


Tur quarterly meeting of the brethren of 
the south of Ireland was recently held at 
Clonmel. All the services are reported to 
have been well attended, and deeply inte- 
resting. ; 

On the 17th October, in the evening, a 
meeting for prayer and addresses was held, in 
which Brethren Trestrail and Watson were 
chiefly engaged. On the next day, Brother 
Gould of Dublin preached an appropriate 
sermon from | Timothy i. 15; and on the 
19th a public meeting was held on behalf of 
the Society, at which animated addresses were 
delivered by the brethren M‘Carthy, Gould, 
Trestrail, John Hamilton, and Watson. The 
Rey. J. Dill, the Presbyterian minister of the 
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town, coneluded the service with prayer. In 
reference to these services Mr. Gould says :— 

** We had excellent meetings at Clonmel. 
From all that I could learn while I was 
there, I was led to believe that our brother 
Sharman is likely to be made very useful in 
that town.” 

Mr. G. adds :—* On last Monday evening 
I preached at Thurles. We had on the 
whole a good attendance, and if that station 
were well occupied I think much good might 
be done. 

“You will, I am sure, be glad to hear that 
Duffy continues to labour here with much 
diligence, and his character and diligence 
were this week much extolled by a church 
lady, who informed me, that he was consi- 
dered by those who knew him well, belonging 
to her own communion, to be an humble and _ 
diligent servant of Christ. I wish you could 
send us another such a man. Perhaps if you 
were to locate here a young man to work with 
Duffy, and to be thus introduced to his la- 
bours, you might find it to be very advanta- 
geous to the Society. I should be delighted 
to render all the assistance in my power 
towards fitting any such person for further 
and independent work.” 


From the journals of several Jvrish 
readers we also extract the following :— 


During the last month I have visited se- 
veral places, and spoken to numbers of people, 
almost ail of whom manifested great concern 
for their immortal souls. These places were 
once involved in the greatest darkness, where 
nothing could be heard of Jesus Christ or his 
atonement. I have twice visited D , a vil- 
lage about three miles from where I live ; the 
people paid considerable attention while I 
read the scriptures, and conversed with them 
about the things that belong to their ever- 
lasting peace. I went also onan invitation to 
a place called G , a distance of about 
seven miles from where I live, where the Lord 
afforded me a blessed opportunity of doing 
good. It was the Lord’s-day, and upwards 
of twenty persons attended our prayer meet- 
ing both morning and evening. Myheartwas 
lifted up to God in thanksgiving for the at- 
tention with which these people heard me, 
while I described the wretched state of man 
in alienation from God, and pointed out the 
Saviour, Christ Jesus, as the only refuge from 
the just indignation of an offended sovereign, 
I had several conversations with some of those 
persons individually, and if I can judge from 
the words of their lips, and their willingness 
to hear the gospel, I think I can say that 


‘many of them are not far from the kingdom 


of God. 


Almost every day’s occurrences show us the 
uncertainty of this life, and the value of the 
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gospel of our Lord and Saviour. Little did 
you and I think that the poor girl that was 
lying on the wisp of straw with her mother 
in the cabin, in E——, would never have the 
gospel faithfully stated in her hearing again ; 
she died on Monday last. T'womore died on 
the same day in the same neighbourhood. 
Each of them had heard the gospel stated by 
me often. May the Lord enable us to be faith- 
ful to our trust in warning sinners to flee from 
the wrath to come, and to come to Jesus for 
life eternal. I have visited from two to five 
families each day since the date of my last, 
and in each family have read and explaineda 
portion of the word of God, either in English 
or Irish. I gave them several tracts. These 
meetings are generally concluded by praying 
with the people, which I have often found to 
be beneficial to myself and others. I have 
three prayer meetings every week. 


Mr. W. writes :— 


I have been recently called upon by seve- 
ral Roman Catholics, and especially by one 
who seems a sort of deputy or representative 
of many of his neighbours, to show, inde- 
pendently of the authority of their church, 
that the bible is the word of God. You are 
aware, dear sir, that the great sophism preva- 
lent among the people is, that the church 
through which we have received the scrip- 
tures from remote ages, is the true church, 
and singularly enough, the people seem to 
think that if the papal church had preserved 
to us God’s blessed word, it has the right of 
withholding or permitting the use of that 
word by the vulgar. Happily, my task was 
not difficult, and it will gratify you to know 
that for some months past, my antagonist has 
been studying the scriptures for himself. 
May the light of truth shine on his mind, so 
that he may speedily become wise unto sal- 
vation! 

Though I am in a large town where the 
English language is commonly used, it would 
almost surprise you to see to how many of 
the deluded papists my Jrish Testament and 
my Irish familiar explanation of it, gives me 
access, A short time since, I was called to 
visit a notorious drunkard—there are a few of 
these miserable persons still, notwithstanding 
Father Mathew’s benevolent and successful 
efforts. I told him of the loss of money, of 
health, of time, and of character, by the vice 
he indulges, and of the greatest loss of all 
which it will occasion—the loss of his soul. 
He permitted me to read certain passages of 
Scripture to him, and thankfully received two 
tracts, promising to read them. He has read 
them, and I am glad to have to report con- 
cerning him, that the drunkard is reclaimed : 
he now brings home the wages he formerly 
squandered, he reads the tracts I leave with 
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him, and always readily welcomes me when 
I go to speak to him the words of eternal 
life. 


Mr. M.’s journal states :— 


Visited families in F 3; some of 
them Romanists. In one conversed at con- 
siderable length on the plan of salvation by 
free grace, through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In another, read a portion of scrip- 
ture, and added some few remarks. They 
listened most attentively; and I have reason 
to believe with profit to their souls, I have 
visited one of these families (four in number) 
frequently since, and gave them a copy of the 
holy scriptures some short time ago ; and it 
is amazing the knowledge of them they have: 
acquired, 

29th. Paid visits to six families residing in’ 
M ; one of them Roman Catholic. Gave 
a tract to the woman of the house. Some 


| time ago she was very much opposed to the 


reading or hearing read these silent dispensers 
of divine truth; but to-day she received the 
one I gave her with the greatest avidity ; and 
assured me she would read it carefully, for 
that the last I left was a most beautiful one. 
In one of the Protestant houses I visited this 
day, I met with a Roman Catholic man, with 
whom I had a protracted discussion upon 
transubstantiation, purgatory, and praying to 
saints and angels. In support of these 
dogmas, he quoted John vi. 52, 53. After he 
had read the passage and made some remarks 
thereon, I endeavonred to convince him that 
the words were not to be understood literally, 
but spiritually; in proof of which I cited the 
63rd verse, where Jesus says, “ The words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.’ He, however, contended for a 
literal interpretation of the passage. “ Well,” 
said I, “T’ll admit your interpretation, for 
argument sake, and you will soon see the re- 
sult. If,” said I, “we are to understand 
them thus, then we must infer that your 
church excludes all her lay members from the 
hope of ever obtaining eternal life, because 
Jesus positively asserts, ‘Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you.’ Now you, my friend, 
never drink the blood of Christ, and there- 
fore, according to your view of this scripture, 
you can have no spiritual life. Besides, 
taking this view of it, you confine salvation to 
those only who partake of the communion, 
thereby excluding infants and all believers 
under the Old Testament, as well as believers 
under the New Testament, who, from various 
causes, may not have had an opportunity of 
partaking of the supper prior to their death. 
A literal interpretation of it would go to 
prove, likewise, that all who eat the flesh of 
Christ, whether they be thieves, drunkards, &c. 


lll itis 


RE EE 
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must have eternal life. Jesus says, “ Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh myblood hath eter- 
nal life.’ ”” Perceiving himself foiled by the re- 
marks thus made on this passage, he imme- 
diately brought the subject of purgatory under 
consideration. In confutation of which, I 
quoted the case of the penitent thief, the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus; 1 John 
i. 7; Rom. xiv. 13. My remarks on these 
texts, together with some few on the texts 
he quoted in support of his view of the sub- 
ject, had the effect of silencing him on this 
point ; when he presently commenced advo- 
cating the propriety of praying to saints and 
angels, especially to the virgin Mary. His chief 
reason for thinking we ought to pray to her 
was, because she was the mother of the Lord 
Jesus. “Is she not,” said he, “the mother 
of God?’ In fact, from his view of the sub- 
ject, he seemed to think her equal to Christ 
in the work of salvation. I observed, that 
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she was the mother of the Lord Jesus as it 
respected his human nature ; but as it re- 
spected his divinity, he had no mother, “ For, 
from everlasting to everlasting, he is God;’” 
Micah v. 2, Moreover, I remarked, that she 
was a redeemed sinner in common with the 
rest of believers; and quoted Luke i. 46, 
47 ; “ My soul doth,” &c. “ And if youand 
I,” said I, “have the same faith she was 
possessed of, we too shal] he enabled to rejoice 
in God our Saviour. He seemed quite an- 
noyed at the idea of my comparing any 
human being to her, and as he became angry, 
I dropped the subject. I have frequently 
conversed with this man since, upon various 
religious topics, and he has recently asked me 
for a copy of the scriptures, which I intend 
supplying him with. He is now fully con- 
vinced of the futility of praying to saints and 
angels, and is determined to seek salvation 
through Christ, and him alone. 


The following Contributions have been received since our last :— 


5 Be the 
From Mr. Davis. 
Nottin; — 
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Mr. Benjamin Goodman 0 
Mr. J. WY1de..-.-ccercocereoes 0 
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Mrs. G. Jowitt....... nar Mees 
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—— 1017 9 
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i) 
—) 
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£ ad. £ ad 
Mrs. Aked, 8601.05 sevcossvsressceves 1 et OG Mr. W. Alexander, Leith....... 1 0 6 
DBT ON GS ve oncye'scseassevatvanosle ewnete oO” 1°§ Miss Carruthers.......-.+.- 010 0 
_ 416 0 Mrs. Lyon........ i ¢ % 
Edinburgh— Mr. T. Robertson.. a a 
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A. Friend; by Ditto.tm.j......00 LO) @ Mr. J. S. More. Lk i ha 
Mrs. Lyon, by Ditto 200 Mrs. J. Creare........:... mth avbstees i A 
Kennet Bible and see noey ——137 12 2 
Society, by Ditto.. cezete 2 ee By Rev. Joseph Angus, A.M. 
A Friend of Ditto.. oe, © - Lewes, one-third Collection 6 00 
Mr, J. Wigham, ju . Fo IS fs dad eee ea ae Fe ener 0 0 
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Mrs. Dr. Buchanan 010 0 MAS DAR. swaevcetitastcteesions cxsnive wis 1 0 
Mr. J. Gibson....... ib Ov .0 Miss Angus, Tayistock............. 0 0 
G. ane Inglis 010 0 ts) 6 30 
Sade Witte od 0 5 0 By the Secretary. 
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Errata—In. the contribution list of October, Mr. Cates, Fakenham, should have been £4 
instead of £1] ; and Mr. Starling, Saffron Walden, instead of £1 10s. should have been 5s. 
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Queen’s Row, Walworth; by the Rev. JosepH Ancus, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen 
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Waterford; Rev. F. Trestram, Rock Grove Terrace, Strand-road, Cork ; by Mr, J. Hopxins, 
Cambridge Crescent, Birmingham; Rev. GrorcE Goutp, 1, Seville Place, Dublin; Rev. W.S, 
Eccvrs, Coleraine ; Rev. R. Winson, Relfast; Rev. G. Newer Watson, Limerick ; and 
by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 
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